
Constance Colegrove 1895 - 1953 
Principal, Auckland Kindergarten Association 1925-1949 
Upon her retirement Auckland kindergarten teachers presented Miss Colegrove with a 
photograph album recording the life and times of the 24 kindergartens in the Auckland 
association, 20 of which had been established during  her time as Principal.  The Album was 
later given to the Constance Colegrove Kindergarten that opened in Remuera in 1955. It 
remained in a cupboard until 2015. While several photos are missing, the album is mainly 
intact with carefully labelled photos  that provide a unique slice of Auckland kindergarten 
history.  Miss Colegrove possibly added some photos to the album herself. The album is to be  
placed in the  Auckland Kindergarten Association Records in the Grey Collections, Auckland 
Public Library.  Photography by Hocken Library, University of Otago, 2015 



Between 1941 and 1947 Constance 
Colegrove wrote detailed notes about 
her work in four record books  The 
record books  are held in the Auckland 
Kindergarten Association Records in 
the Grey Collections, Auckland Public 
Library.  They are not named. 
NZMS1275 Box 17 



Page one of record books one and two 



Page one of record books three and four 



Constance Colegrove’s library: Auckland Kindergarten Association Records in the Grey 
Collections, Auckland Public Library NZMS1275  boxes 24-27 





In total there are 47 books, 
mostly signed, andnoting one 
that belonged once to Martha 
Myers.  The books cover  the 
work of Comenius, Froebel, 
Dewey, Montessori, Isaacs 
including a range of American 
nursery school material 



There is a large collection of Froebelian 
material including a heavily annotated copy 
of Froebel’s Educational Laws for all 
Teachers, ed. James Hughes, D. Appleton 
and Company, New York 1909 



Resources for researchers: 
 
Auckland Kindergarten Association Records in the Grey Collections, Auckland Public 
Library NZMS1275 
 
Cosson, Betty (1970) A history of the training of kindergarten teachers in Auckland 
1908–1948, unpublished investigation for DipEd University of Auckland 
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