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“ Without this support and
hard work our, college would
not have grown in stren
and quality of eduation as it
has.” 1

The college depended for
its existence on the backing
of all those interested in pre-
school education, this includ-
ing mothers who have sup-
ported their kindergartens so
wholeheartedly and staffs of
both kindergartens and the

college itself, Miss Hamilton
said.

Of the greatest assistance
to Miss Hamilton, and to the
college as’a whole, has been
the " fact that she  has
had such a stable staff, both
Miss J. M. Stewart and Miss

Varcoe, who is to be
the next principal, having

been on the staff ost
20 yeﬂ"‘p.lsn. for alm
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‘Retiring Principal’s
‘Going Away’ Gift

Members of the Dunedin Free Kindergarten Association are deter-
* mined that Miss Elizabeth Hamilton, the retiring principal of the Kinder-
garten Teachers Training College, should have a holiday. On Saturday
'~ night, in the Savoy at the students’ graduation ceremony, Miss Hamilton
was presented with a large suitcase.”

However it was not just
one suitcase—tucked in that
was another and inside that

a third matching suitcase.
Mrs G. Snell, the president
of the association, who made
the presentation, said Miss
Hamilton had never been
known to have had a holiday,
even during weekends and
term vacations, and now that
she was retiring there was

no excuse ‘for hep.not,
the suitcases. :
Miss Hgmﬂtﬂn was
given a -pair of cultured
pearl earrings ‘set; in mar-
casite and a watehi These
gifts, the committee felt,
were only a small recognition
of the thanks and apprecia-
ﬂ;ﬂ they owed Miss Hamil-

This year, 15 girls received
their teaching diplomas from
Mrs A. N. Haggitt, and Mrs
R. A. Kennedy, president of
the Combined Mothers Club
presented the club’s annual
awards to Miss Lynda Ward-
rop, the top junior student
and Miss Lynley Anderson,
the top senior student for

the year. Miss Anderson woi

the r award
| Th;mﬂaﬂgma ker w
Hamilton, who talked
resentatives  of
kindergarten committees, lec-
turers from the college,
parwts&grahlnu;% rsonge_ of
whom travelled from Gore,
Winton, Christchurch and
Oamaru, ; ;
She spoke on some of the
developments  which had
taken place over the last 25
years and also on the pos-

sibilities for the future.
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HELEN DEEM CENTRE

“In looking back, one of
the important and far-reach-
ing developments has been|
the establishment and growth|
of the Helen Deem Centire,”
she said. .

*“This was made possible
only through the close co-
operation of two organisations
whose common goal is work-
ing for the welfare of young
children and of parents—
the. Dominion Plunket
Society and the Dunedin Free
Kindergarten Association.

_ “The Helen Deem Centre
is a training centre for Plun-
ket nurses in training and
for Kindergarten and Kari-
tane trainees in the educa-|
tional needs, health and nutri-
tion of pre-school children.
Weekly clinics are also held
for medical students.” .

Miss Hamilton said that
after studying in London
she returned to New Zea-
land and was asked to he
the first director of what was
then called the pre-centre
school in Dunedin,

** The centre opened in the
small and attractive mother-

craft cottage in the grounds
of the Truby King-Harris
‘{Isﬁpxtal,at_ Andersons Bay in

|
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The staff com-

prised a director, and later

a part-time
|

enrolled.

an assistant, and
sister.” {
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Combined  Mothers
meetings,” she said. " v
““This has tended to brl
the people adminiﬂm"irs
and working fo rthe kinder
gartens into closer liaison
with those working in the
college.” o ‘ :
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The two-year training
course for the students 1ays

a hasic foundation of know-
ledge and training skilis.
Many are aware by the time
they reach the
second year that there 15 a
need for more advanced
study.  Encouragement 1S
given to the graduates to
further their studies by_at
tending lectures at the

versity. - ¢ - §
that thé
elorganisation should press for
riintegration of kindergarten
teacher training with that of
infant teacher training and

the whole course. should be
extended for three years.

facing the college is
kindergarten
unable to gain entrance to
hostels. ' Some of the second-
year students manage rea-

others are struggling to keep
up with the domestic de-

mands, their study and social
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“Most of our students
come from outside Dunedin
and the college staff and

of this,” Miss Hamilton said.
- ‘“In. the Dunedin associa-
tion, in the work of the area

and in the community, I

N have enjoyed the challenge

which this profession has
held for me,” she said. * The
pioneers of this work have in
much  more difficult times
laid the foundations for such|
progress. My generaton and
future generations will, I
hope, never lose sight of the
sacrifices and high aspira-
tions. of those pioneers.”
Miss V. A. Hayward moved
a vote of ‘thanks to Miss

Uni.| Hamilton.  Entertainment

was provided by the students
choir, which was conducted

iby Mrs Lorna Brown a%d

|accomp’a.nied by Mrs
Bruce. :




