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Miss Elizabeth Stewart Hamilton

Educated at Queen Margaret College,
Wellington

Trained as a kindergarten teacher in
Wellington: 1930- 31

Travelled to US and England on a Carnegie
Fellowship. Studied with Susan Isaacs at
the University of London: 1937-38

Teaching at the Taranaki St Kindergarten
Wellington:1939-40

Director Pre-School Educational Centre,
Dunedin: 1940-1945

Principal, Dunedin Free Kindergarten
Association:1946-1966

Elizakath 5 Hamilton

Principal 1846 = 1966

GA 287/095 (above)

E. S. Hamilton scrapbooks, DKA ARC-
051

Hocken Collections — Uare Takokao
Hakena, University of  Otago




Compiled 9 scrapbooks of her work in kindergarten
1940s-1960s
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E. S. Hamilton scrapbooks, DKA ARC-051
Hocken Collections - Uare  Takoka o Hakena, University  of Otago


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Misses Just, Varcoe and Hamilton compiled, eighteen scrapbooks  in total, They are not neat scrapbooks – often without dates, labels, origins – a mix of  insightful and infuriating.


Establishing a union for kindergarten teachers
WKINDERGARTEN TEMS‘mmNG FIRST CONFERE P

:
£ Wl
DELEGATES AND OFFICERS of the New Zealand Free Kinlergarten Teachers' Association from the four main cenires vlr!m

ape in the city for their first annual conference. Left to right: Miss E. 8, _Hamilton (Dunedin), Dominion president; \lin_.-g_.ﬂl!?_;
@Hopkins (Auckland), Mrs B. Nichells (Wellington), Miss ]-... Miller {Chrlst{‘hurch]* and Miss J. Stewart (Dunedin), _"; o S
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VOTHERSTPART IN KINDERGARTEN CONSIDERED
"TERRIBLY IMPORTANT"

“In Kindergartens mothers al‘ﬂ.zﬁerribly important,” Miss
. J. Christison, the assistant supervisor of pre-school services,

.aid on Wednesday night in an address to mothers

Richard Hudson Kindergarten.

at the
Inside the kindergarten the

mother eould play a part that no one elze could.

‘A mother should not feel that
her responsibility ended when she
handed over her ehild at the
kindergarten door. Bhe should
stay with him for as long as he
needed her,

For the child grew and developed.
At hirth, the tiny helpless being was
entirely dependent on his mother, She
acted for him, fed him, eclothed him,
and developed in him a feeling of be-
longing, of love,

The baby learnt by exploring the
tworld around him, by S.n.dinf out
ahout things, people and himself. -

But the world he learnt about must
be a safe one, a dependable place,
Above all his mother must be someone
he could trust, for she, at this “stage,

et all intents and purposes, gis
world. He must learn, too, trust in
himself. \

It mistrust were learnt, however, in-
stead of trust, then anxiety, aggressions
and other beginnings of a neurotie per-
sonallty might deve{up. The quality
of all his future relationships depended
an theoogunlit:; of his relationship in
childhood.

" MOTHER ETANDS BY
Asg the child grew, he became more
able to do things for himself, he could
grasp objects, he learnt to eat, talk and
erawl by himself. The mother np
Jonger acted for him, but stood by to
hlﬂ? hirm, help himself, to reassure him
t she was still there to assist if the
effort wag too much for him, and 1o
encourage ‘him to try again.
Otherwise, the child might guite
waell feel that the effort was not worth
while and %o Temain at am infantile
level of behaviour, {

NEED FOH FLAY

The other great need of the child
in those early years was for play of
all sorts, with all kinds of material,
and with companions of his own age.
He learnt by play
could not always be met al home.

And this was where kinderga
came in, There he could get

—but play needs

panionship, space, time, He could even
et the opportunity to use material
e could nnﬁnsily ave at home, such
as expensive toys, and apparatus which
took up a un:.nsjs::rahlc amount of room.

FIRST STEP ALONE

Obviously, the child must, for the
first time in his life, leave his home—
A very big step, during which, as Miss
Christison put it, he should have “ ade-
quate mothering.”

If his mother was not there to sup-
port him and reassure him when he
made his first crucial step alone in the
outside world, “all sorts of thinlgs
could happen.” He might, for example,
become clinging and infantile, sticking
fast to the nearest adult in-the kinder-
garten who resembled his mother,

But with his mother in the back-

round he was more likely to venture
orth and join in the play, developing
the attitude “ I'm a big boy now, I'm
at_kindergarten.”

Even though there came a day when
the child could stand by himself and
Y to his mother, ! You can go home
now,"” while he settled down to enjoy
the other children, he must have the
mother's eontinued support.

Crises arose from time to time, so
“we agk each mother to visit the
kindergarten still occasionally, so that
her ehild remains quite sure she takes

an interest”™ Miss Christison con- |
tinued, 1

If ather children's mothers came,
and his did not, " the feeling that
his mother no longer cared might
easily prey upon a childish mind.
“Mothers are wanted at the kinder-

gartens,” Miss Christison coneluded,
‘above all for the child’'s sake, but
also for thelr own sakes, 5o pe-
Ay share in the growing R their
children and not feel they have sent
them away behind closed doors."”
There was the to think of, too,
* Nobody knows Billy Brown as well
a5 his own mother, and if the kinder-
@ to do anything at all
n}usl know the
life."

n
home

KENDERGAR:FEH EXPERTS MEET: Miss I. J. Christisen, of Welling- -
ton (left), with the principal of the Dunedin Free Kindergarten
Student Training Centre, Miss Elizabeth. Hamilton,

c. 1954
E. S. Hamilton scrapbooks, DKA ARC-051



1954 meeting of NZKTA, Dunedin. Elizabeth S. Hamilton front left

l
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‘Off to Kindy’ in the newly built
Helen Deem Centre for Pre-School
Education. Forbury Road, Dunedin
1955, [led by Elizabeth Stewart
Hamilton, past Director]

E. S. Hamilton scrapbooks, DKA
ARC-051
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THE FRESIDERT
of
THE DUNEDIN FREE KINDERCARTEN ASIOCIATION

requests the pleasure of the company of

Bt the officisl opening of the new
MORRNINGTON EINDERGARTEN
95 English Avonue

THE MAYORESS, MRS, T.K.S. SIDEY,

P.0. Box 4
DUNEDIN

OR Fhrone T8-230
by

Tuesday, 5 Septesber.
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America

Teache

WITH new and interesting jdeas from

America on child psychology, Miss
Stewart Hamilton, director of the
Wellington South Free Kindergarten,
recently returned to Wellington from a
twe years' absence abroad,

After an enjoyable tour of England,
Seotland and parts of the Continent, Miss
Hamilton spent a year studying at the
London University under Dr. Susan
Isaacs, an eminent authority on child
education, After her year of study, she
went to America to observe the latest
practical methods in nursery scheols.

An innovation in Chicage was the
incorporating of the mursery and junior
schools. The fundamental idea was to
give children at the ages of 11, 12 and
13 direct contaet with very young child-
ren. In many cases the American family
consisted of an only child, who knew
little or nothing of the habits of the
modern nursery. It is for these children
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Finds Unique ‘School

For the “New =talane o Faniar

Bubjeets inciude carpentry, weaving in
a specially equipped room with minia-
ture looms; finger-painting, a form of
expression with the finger and specially
prepared paint as the mediums; potate
Frinting on fabries or paper; clay model-
ing; reading and studying of ae}egted
books and pictures; fancy dress design-
ing; dressing dolls, for which ideas are
drawn from a complete set of dolls of
all nations; mural art, for which the
students are equipped with step ladders
and specially designed easels.

A rigid rule of the school bars all
visitors. People interested in its work
are invited to see the school after six
o'clock when the children have been dis-
missed. A moving picture of the classes
in action is then shown. Miss Pepper
reasons that intruders spoil the atmo-
sphere as children are apt to pantomime
if given a suitable audience. The only
person other than Mrs. Ford, a frequent
and much loved visitor, to enter the
school, is the charlady, who has proved
. her gincere understanding of the children
and is therefore welcome to classes.

Of the school’s success there is wvery
little doubt, Miss Pepper is inundated
with requests to lecture on child psy-
chology all over the States. Through the
summer holidays she wvisits refresher
eamps and summer schools imparting her
knowledge to other teachers,

It is Miss Hamilton's earnest wish that
through the medium of the Free Kinder-
gartens some of these enlightening
methods will be introdueed to Wellington
children.

———BY BLUE
New Venlure,
UNEDIN gaing by Wellington's loss

in {he person of Stewart Hamile . jep and alsp studied in  San Fron-
ton, who has been director of the '‘isco under Dr. Louisa Wagoner,
Newiown Free Kindergarien since her
return 1o New Zealand from oversess. L 2
This clever girl is to direet an aduoca-
tional venfure new to New Zealand,
and is to have charge of the new pre-
school educational centre to be opened
ir one of the coltages in the grounds
of the Truby King-Harris Hospital at
Anderson's Bay. This cenlre which
will pe atiended all day by children
from twao to five years, will form a
link between Karitane ana kinder-
garten training for the trainees. Miss
Hamilton, who left Wellington last
weelk, recelved her early kindergarten
training here, afterwards geing abroad
and specinlising in child development
at London University under Dr. Susan
Isazes. with practical training and ob-
servation gl the Rachael MceMillan
Schopol at Depliord. besides other up-
to-date schools: For further sludy‘

DOMINO=—=/¢=

she travelled to America. and aliend-
ad the Columbia University, the Iowa

Research Centre for pre-school ehild- |

|] NEW, EDUGATIONAL VENTURE

=

5 '7 (AP, pe
PRE-SCHOOL CENTRE AT ANDERSON'S BAY
A

|, Miss Stewart Hamilton, of Wellins-
”mlﬂ whe arrived in Dunedin tlis weels
1s t0 have charge of the new pra-schoo]
educational centre, to be opened in ona |
of the cobtages in the grounds of the
lru,hy King-Harris Hospital at Ander-
sou’s Bay,  Twenty cll]'f(h‘un {rom the
;:%:}s 2f tw]ul Eln five years will attend
stay a ay Vi i i
S megr!. y and bave their mid-
In this way a link is 4o
between Karitana bahy uui)s[;nfgur?:r[}
!_(l{ldel'g!;}‘betl training “of the small
,child. " The Karitane trainecs will re-
]ccwa instruetion in the school in pro-

MISS STEWART HAMILTON,
viding for the allngpgn%&avelopment of

the very small chil kindergarten
trainees will get an insight into the
physical welfare of 24 hildren under
their care, specially with regard io gene-
ral nutrition. Miss Hamilton received
her kindergarten training in Welling-
ton, afterwards going nbroad and
?ecmhsgng in child development at Lon-
don University under Dr Susan Isaacs,
with practical training and observation
at the Rachael M'Millan School at |
|| Deptford and other up-tordate nursery
selhnols,

Iravelling to America for further
study, she attended Columbia Univer-
sity, the JTowa Research Centre for pre-
sehool children and also studied in San
Francisca under Dr Louisa Wagoner,

It will thas he seen that Miss Hamil-
ton ln'm_r,rs a wide knowledge to the
new position she has undertaken,

Sinee returning to New Zealand ghe
J]ms leen director of the Newtown Free

Kindergarten until coming south fo
commence her duties here next ferm,
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

Read Stewart’s statement and’ This clever girl’
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Showcasing kindergarten teachers – beauty – brains, dedication
 Mismatch to the ideal (which was soon to end concerning the unmarried kindergarten teachers and the lives of the students they trained. 
In the postwar period the age of marriage was in the early 20s.
A time of full employment
Publicity material claimed, ‘The training offers students a career if they were to make it their life’s work, and if they choose married life, they have valuable knowledge behind them for homemaking and rearing their own children.’ ‘ Emphasis on kindergarten training’ The Evening Star 22 November 1947

Each year kindergarten students photographed – 

 engagements, weddings, births
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