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Miss Elizabeth Stewart Hamilton 
 
Educated at Queen Margaret College, 
Wellington 
 
Trained as a kindergarten teacher in 
Wellington: 1930- 31 
 
 Travelled to US and England on a Carnegie 
Fellowship. Studied with Susan Isaacs at 
the University of London: 1937-38 
 
Teaching at the Taranaki St Kindergarten 
Wellington:1939-40  
 
Director Pre-School Educational Centre, 
Dunedin: 1940-1945 
 
 Principal, Dunedin Free Kindergarten 
Association:1946-1966  GA 287/095 (above)  

 
E. S. Hamilton scrapbooks, DKA  ARC-
051 
 
Hocken Collections – Uare Takokao 
Hākena, University of  Otago 
 
 



Compiled 9 scrapbooks of her work in kindergarten 
1940s-1960s 

E. S. Hamilton scrapbooks, DKA  ARC-051 
 Hocken Collections - Uare  Takoka o Hākena, University of  Otago 
  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Misses Just, Varcoe and Hamilton compiled, eighteen scrapbooks  in total, They are not neat scrapbooks – often without dates, labels, origins – a mix of  insightful and infuriating.



E. S. Hamilton scrapbooks, DKA  ARC-051 
 

Establishing a union for kindergarten teachers 



c. 1954 
E. S. Hamilton scrapbooks, DKA  ARC-051 
 



1954 meeting of NZKTA, Dunedin. Elizabeth S. Hamilton front left 

E. S. Hamilton scrapbooks, DKA  ARC-051 



‘Off to Kindy’ in the newly built 
Helen Deem Centre for Pre-School 
Education. Forbury Road, Dunedin 
1955,  [led by Elizabeth Stewart 
Hamilton, past Director]  
 
 
E. S. Hamilton scrapbooks, DKA  
ARC-051 
 



E. S. Hamilton scrapbooks, DKA  ARC-051 
 



E. S. Hamilton scrapbooks, DKA  ARC-051 
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Presentation Notes

Read Stewart’s statement and’ This clever girl’



Graduates with Miss Hamilton 1958 (above) and 1940s Student group c. 1950s (above) and 1940s 

E. S. Hamilton scrapbooks, DKA  ARC-051 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Showcasing kindergarten teachers – beauty – brains, dedication
 Mismatch to the ideal (which was soon to end concerning the unmarried kindergarten teachers and the lives of the students they trained. 
In the postwar period the age of marriage was in the early 20s.
A time of full employment
Publicity material claimed, ‘The training offers students a career if they were to make it their life’s work, and if they choose married life, they have valuable knowledge behind them for homemaking and rearing their own children.’ ‘ Emphasis on kindergarten training’ The Evening Star 22 November 1947

Each year kindergarten students photographed – 

 engagements, weddings, births
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