


Auckland Kindergarten Association

TRAINING COURSE FOR STUDENTS

NATURE OF TRAINING.
The Association aims al training girls to become competent
in the care, management and teaching of little children.
The training is both theoretical and practical. The former
aims at giving an understanding of modern educational principles
and methods, while the application of this knowledge is provided

for by practical work with children in the Free Kindergartens under
the direction of qualified teachers.

The training in this special educational work fosters and
develops womanly qualilies, and widens interest in all matters con-
neclted with child and home life.

Principal and Lecturer.—Miss C. M. Colegrove.

Demonstrators of Kindergarten Teaching.—The Dircetors of the
Free Kindergartens—Campbell, Myers, Newmarket, Onechunga,
Otahuhu, Ponsonby, St. James’, and Sunbcams.

Eurhythmics.—Miss B. Whistler, of the London School of
Daleroze Eurhythmics.

Class Singing and Musical Appreciation.——Miss A. Necker.

Handwork and Drawing.—Miss M. S. Newman,

Theoretical Training and Lectures.—Af Myers Free Kinder-
garten, Upper Quecn Streel, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Practical Work.—At all the Free Kindergartens five mornings
a week, from 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

Students have one aflernoon in the week free.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY.

A Student wishing to enter for training must be seventeen years
of age or over.

She should have had a good secondary education.

She will be requested lo furnish two teslimonials, one from the
Headmistress of the last school she has attended, and one other.

There are no fees Lo pay, and students do nol receive a salary
during their training.
PROSPECTS.

Though the Association cannot guarantec posilions to students
when they have finished their lraining, the following arc open lo
them :—

They may become assislanls, and subsequently Directors, in Free

Kindergartens, when vacancies oceur.

They may take positions in the preparatory departments of

schools.

They may be governesses in privale families.

They may open privale Kindergartens of their own.
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100 vears of achievement in any field of endeavour is noteworthy for many
reasons, not the least of which is the opportunity it provides to reflect on the
past and look to the future.

The celebration of provision of a kindergarten facility over the past
one hundred years comes at a time when New Zealand society is facing grapid
and significant change. The developments that are taking plau in the field of
education in 1989 will i impose on kindergarten communities the potential for
significant changes, particularly within administration. We might pause and
reflecton what the good folk of Dunedin would have thought of such ch 1anges
mn 1889,

Indeed, one may wonder whether, when establishing the first
kindergarten in Walker Street, those involved could have fully appreciated the
potential growth and influence of the Kindergarten movement over the vears
ahead. I'venture to suggest that despite the growth, and the sometimes difficult
times associated with that growth, the founders of New Zealander’s first
kindergarten would be more than satistied with today’s kindergarten provision.

This publication has been produced, not as a full history, nor to
spectfically acknowledge any person or persons. Rather, it is an anecdotal
account of the Kindergarten movement with perhaps more emphasis on the
last half-century than the very carly vears.

In mcommcndwy this pub ication I acknowledge the work of Mrs
Beryl Hughes and those othus who have contributed. Flags and Bzzzlfimg Blocks,
Pommlztv and Funisseenasa Iuogm‘uon of the immense voluntary input to
kindergartens over the years and an incentive to continue to prov idea quality
environment for children in kindergartens in the future.

Hewitt Harrison
President




New Zealand 1889, New Zealand 1989. The same country,
but people, social conditions and attitudes ave diffevent. One
firee kindergarten then, almost 600 now. And what o
diffevence between the first New Zealand fiee kindergarten
and one of todny.

“he Ngaire Larcombe Kindergarten in Wainoni is one of the newer

. kindergartens in the Christchurch area. T arrived there on a fine spring
day, just after nine o’clock: a few children were still arriving but most of
them had already settled into a cheerful, orderly state of busyness. I left my
jacket in the small staffroom which was packcd tidily with books and toys;
even if the teachers ever had time to sit and relax, thw did not have the
space. At Ngaire Larcombe Kindergarten, as in all places — including their
own homes — where children are to'be found, there 1s not quite enough
room for them and the equipment that goes with them. The kindergarten
was bursting with life, bursting with children, and bursting with boxes of
material neatly stacked around the walls.

Near the entrance, a photograph of Ngaire Larcombe herself,
formerly president of the Christchurch Free Kindergarten Association,
smiled down at the activity below, seeming somehow a part of the scene. A
notlu nearby said, “To play is to work, to work is to learn, to learn is to
live.” There appcmcd to be no shormgc of any of these activitics.

I'moved around, trying to take in the many activities of the
children and the choices waiting for them. One table held the kindergarten
pets: two birds in a cage, with a notice saving “Tena koe Juicy-fruit Ium
koe Smokey-boy”, were tlanked by two fish tanks and a mysterious-looking
bundle of brown papu slnoudmg a wormery.

The music corner held a piano, drums, radio, record plaver,
\'\'1(>ph<mc and a considerable number of castanets and other small
mstruments. Juicy-fruit and Smokey-boy sang vigorously in the
background, 1mdy to take on all mechanical music-makers.




Nearby, tables held sellotape, scissors, wool, cartons, bodkins,
vellow scrim squares. At other tables children were removing lumps of clay
from wet scrim wrappings and pounding them into shape.

Children’s pictures hung from the beams, and everywhere there
were signs, some in Maori and Samoan. Three mobiles of paper discs gave
the addresses of groups offering help for the problems facing people
today: a bud lget advisory service, a posmata depression support group, a
solo parents’ support group, a women’s refuge, a diabetes society, malrlagc
guidance, an asthma society — 27 in all, upuscntmg nearly as many
problems. A poster “Take care with strangers” was aimed at the dangus
children face.

Like many of the children, I moved to and fro inside and
outside. The outside area, bordered bv shrubs, contained a stretch of grass,
a streteh of concrete and some climbable trees. A big smdpn with toys ;md
a water-supply close at hand was one of the main attractions.

Children chose freely trom these activitics, sometimes with adult
support and guidance. With all the things to interest them a few found tume
to be interested in me and my activities. “What are you doing? What are




vou writing?” Some of them etfected introductions: “His name’s Ryan, my
name’s mll\' [tried to slide nto the woodwork and thought [ was
succeeding but “Still w atching?” one lictle girl asked me brisk ly.

Morning tea, w 111 1a teacher klpmg and talking to the children,
was taken in small groups. The group that [ watched drank milk and ate
slices of tangelo while discussing that universal childhood experience of
todav: a visit to McDonalds.

Another group formed around a teacher in the music comer,
After jumping up and down to music on the piano, they formed a circle tor
singing-games, one in Maori.

As the session drew to a close, the children helped to tidy away
the materials and to wipe down tables. Parents began to appear and to
remove their children quietly.

Ngaire Larcombe Kindergarten is a special needs kindergarten,
one which is given a favourable ratio of staff to children to allow it to serve
the special nuds of the district. Many of the children live in a state housing
arca and the average income per famll\' is relatively low. Christchurch has a
high Lmunp oviment rate and this has hit some familics. About two-thirds of
the mothers go out to work, often to clean offices in the city centre, some
distance awav.

Yetin spite of these dlfmulms the children looked happy and
well cared for and Twas told that the fund-raising was good. The problems
have not crushed the kindergarten or its users. But Wainoni needs more
kindergartens to cope with thﬁ, long waiting list. The roll for morning and
afternoon sessions 1s 40 and there are four tudms including one
special group teacher. The head teacher told me that they had been together
for sev ual vears, and that it was this which made the kind crgarten wor vk 50
well.

The kindergarten can take a special group of children —up to 5
in number — with some kind of educational handicap, who attend tour
times a week. One of them s a lively and attractive boy who is pmfoundl\
deaf. The special group teacher gave him much of her time; at one pomnt she
took him ito the statt-room, w here Tsaw them sitting on the floor,
working at total communication.

[ eft Ngaire Larcombe Kindergarten at the end of a morning
pleasantly spent in an active, happy and co- opumxc community. This is a
state which is achieved by hard work, the work of statt, chile lren and p parents
today and of those who have gone betore them, the founders of the
i\mdugamn movement in New Zealand,




he first free kindergarten in New Zealand, whose centenary we are
celebrating in 1%9 differed in many respects from the \Tgam
Larcombe Kindergarten, Tt was established in the poorest section of
Dunedin as an act of charity on the part of some well-to-do and benevolent
people. Louisa Darymple, who had helped to establish Otago Girls” High
School, was interested in the education of young children and publlshcd a
pampl hlet in 1879, suggesting that at three years old children should be
taught in schools based on the ideas of the German educationalist,

Friedrich Froebel. Mark Cohen, editor of the Dunedin Szar, had
corresponded with the director of a flourishing kindergarten in San
Francisco and hoped to see a kindergarten established in Dunedin. Lavinia
Kelsey, who was elected secretary of the Dunedin Association, had a sister-
m-law in London trained in kindergarten work by the National Froebel
Society. This contact proved valuable to the new Association. The Reverend
Dr Rutherford Waddell, distressed at the sight of small children “spilt about
the streets”, as he put it, playing in all weathers in the dirt and dangers of
traftic, called a meeting with the intention of providing some sort of care for
them. As a result, the Dunedin Free Kindergarten Association was formed.
Mrs Rachel Reynolds, a woman of good social position and the mother of 9
children, was clected president. Dr Waddell and Mrs Reynolds had taken
the lead in calling the meeting but it seems to have been Mark Cohen who
was responsible fot this sohmon to the problem of voung children with
nowhere to play and no-one to care for them while they plavcd afree
kindergarten.

The first kindergarten was opened a few weeks later in June
1889, in the Walker Street Mission Hall, attached to St. Andrew’s Church,
where Dr Waddell was minister. No rent was charged. There were 14
children to begin with, and 60 by the end of the first year. Miss Wienicke,
Froebel-tramed and tmchmg at a private kindergarten in Christchurch, was
appointed director and brought one of her students with her.

It was said that to begin with the children were dull and
apathetic but that they improved in time. Probably they were shy at first
and over-whelmed bv the attentions of ladies much better dresed and
better spoken than their own mothers. In the first few years, teachers
sometimes went into the streets and collected stray children, so some early
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Dunedin kindergarten-children were u)nsmpts They scem to have settled
in happily to the new world of excursions, books, tovs, Froebel’s mysterious
gifts, plants, songs, the attention of adults who were trying to understand
thux needs.

The Ngaire Larcombe children wore bright, comfortable clothes
in a variety of stvlgs The Walker Street children wore pnmforcs made by
ladies who suppomxd the kindergarten. A photograph taken in 1895 of the
second Dunedin kindergarten shows the statt, too, wearing pinafores in
severe styles like those worn at the time by nurses or superior domestic
Servants.

Without exception, the children in the very carly Dunedin
kindergartens came from very poor families, where life was a str uggle to
SUrVIVE and where mothers often worked in factories or did piece-work at
home, in conditions which made it impossible for them to care for their
children properly. An Otago newspaper described the typical home of a
kindergarten child as a “rotten old tumbledown shanty”. Compassion for
the children of the poor was a powerful motive behind the move to found a
kindergarten but powerful, too, was the desire to civilise them and turn
them into respectable citizens, who would give no trouble to their betters.
There was never any question of the chil dren of committee members
attending kindergarten. The ladies who were involved in kindergarten

work in the carlv days, on the committee or raising money, were a
class apart from the children’s mothers, who were not expected to
help. Compare this with mothers —and often fathers —today, who are

Walker Street Kindergavten, Dunedin, 1895

(refevence: Hocken Library).




expected to help at kindergarten sessions and in many other ways.

Some Walker Street children came from Chinese and Lebanese
families but no attempt was made to interest the children in their own cultures,
which were seen as a handicap. Increasingly today kindergartens cater for
children of different ethnic backgrounds by incorporating elements of their
cultures into the programmes.

There 1s another striking difference between Walker Street
Kindergarten and a kindergarten today. At Walker Street there was a rapid
turnover of children and the attendance was low. Now long waiting lists show
the value that parents place on kindergartens. When children finally are
admitted, they usually attend regu larly.

Bmldmgs and sites in the last century — and into the first half of
this —were highly unsatisfactory by today’s standards. The halls where the carly
kindergartens were housed were usuall\ unattractive, hard to heat, with no
outside areas. On fine days the children were taken to parks or bv special
invitation to private gardens. Marching through the strects carrying little red
tlags with the word “Kindergarten” worked on them, the Walker Street
children must have provided good publicity for the cause.
But what a struggle for the teachers!

The Dunedin Free Kindergarten Association
was founded at the time when Froebel’s ideas were
spreading. Kindergartens based on his teaching were
established in a number of countries. Sir Robert Stout went
in 1849 to akindergarten, based on Froebel’s methods in
the Shetland Islands in the north of Scotland. Thirty-five




years later, Stout recognised the voice of his teacher, Jane Liston, n the
corridor of an Auckland school.

Believing that play was the best means of developing children’s
potential, Froebel created educational materials, which he called “gifts”, to
bring out their full capacities. These gifts were used in the carly Dunedin
l\mduga;cms and in others for many years. The first was a set of balls, cach
with a s’mng9 attached, while the other g gifts were mainly sets of differendly

apcd blocks. They ptobablv would not interest children now. But some of
the activities in Walker Street Kindergarten and in the second Dunedin
kindergarten, Yaralla, which opened in 1891, can be found today. Some of
the same games are played, such as Farmer in the Dell and ng a Roses.
(The Nganc Larcombe Kindergarten had “Ring a Roti” written on a strip
of paper hanging from a beam.)

Flom the beginning to the present day, kindergartens have
emphasised the importance to children of Lmdusmndnw the world around

them. A local newspaper reported in 1895 that the children were studying
wheat grown in a damp cloth and that later they were given buns and told
how tlour was milled from wheat. Handwork was anothu activity which
has spanned the vears. The 6th Annual Report of the Dunedin Free
Kindergarten Association spoke of the children sewing in wools and silks,
weaving with coloured papers and playing with bricks, “their hands
growing deft and their minds unconsciously developing as they think what
thcy are domg . Today materials are more varied and include some not
mvented in the time of Walker Street, but the educational principle is
unchanged.

Froebel believed that children should play in natural
surroundings — grass, trees, flowers, plants of all sorts. This presented
difticulties for kindergartens in slums but the teachers did the best they
could. It was accepted that when kindergartens were purpose-built, they
should be in pleasant surroundings and take advantage of the natural
features of their sites.

The founding of Walker Street Kindcrgn’tcn was only the first
step. There were other poverty-stricken areas in Dunedin where provision
for small children to play was nudcd other citics in New Zealand where
the same conditions prevailed. Stmdll\' more kindergartens were
established in Dunedin, and then clsewhere.

In Christchurch kindergartens without fees were started for
poor children by the Children’s A1d Society in 1904. Then in 1911 the
Mayoress of lestdmuh Mrs T.T. Tavlox called a public meeting which
established the C hnstchmch Free I\mdugattcn Association.
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St. Peter’s Mission Hall, Wellington, 1909.

In Well ington Miss Mary Richmond began to raise funds in
1905, dividing the city into twenty centres, each with members and
associates p cdg_,cd to collect money. (Katherine Mansfield’s mother was a
not very active suppottu) By 1915 there were four kindergartens in
Wellington. Originally, the movement was known as the We ellington Free
Kindergarten Union, then in 1911 its name was ch angcd to the Richmond
Free Kindergarten Union in honour of its founder. The name was changed
again in 1917 to the Wellington Free Kindergarten Association since it was
feared that the previous name might suggest that the kindergartens were
run for Miss Richmond’s financial benefit.

The Auckland Free Kindergarten Association came into being
in 1908, laxgdv as the result of the wor 1\ of Mrs Leo Myers, who had seen
the value of kindergarten education to children in America, where she was
born. The Association opened its first kindergarten, Logan Campbell, in
1910.

The wish to help the children of the poor, the motive for
establishing the first free kindergarten in Dunedin, operated in the other
three centres too. All of them opened kindergartens in inner-city areas
where children had nowhere to play but the streets. It is true that the
Auckland Association originally intended to establish fee-paying
kindergartens in addition. However, nothing came of this.

13



Theye was an awfidl lot of shifting, especinlly at Woolston, because the forms
were so heavy and they were up on o platform and you had to preparve the
hall bafo, Yot started. I vemember 1 wanted to introduce water for the
childyen’s play and I had o sink sunk into o big table and ar 11 o’clock there

was still ice on it

We shaved this enormous hall with Scouts. Scouts weve my bugbear; they

always broke things. We had to make symbols for the childven so that they
couldl recogmise their vowels, ved, blue, o diffevent colowr for each group and

we sewed them on the sleeping bags and the towels. Then they had to be in
plywood painted the snme colours and nailed above the towels and sleeping
bays and conthangers. Then the Scouts would pull the wooden symbols off.

EVA MILLEN

or many years most kindergartens, through lack of funds, operated in
rented halls shared with other Organisations. Rmmmg@ a

kindergarten in these conditions presented problems. Equipment usually had
to be put away after cach session. Eileen Bethell, leaving a rented hall in
Hawera after a busy session, realised she had l()d\Ld her assistant under the
stage with the equipment. Halls were sometimes damp and rat-ridden. The
floor of the hall used by one Wellington kindergarten was so slippery that it
was suggested that an old railw ay tarpaulin should be laid down for games.

The Realm Hall, Hataitar, where an [talian restaurant now
stands, is remembered as bgmg particularly bad. Mary Collier (née Abraham)
recalls that it was “the most dreary, dark, cold, miserable place in
Wellington.” Then the 1\11&1@1&&1&11 moved to the rooms of a sports club.
This was a “palace compared with the Realm — instead of smoke and beer the
whole place recked of sweaty bodies and liniment. The highlight of the day
was shaking the horrible coconut matting. We used to take the mats out nto
the middle of the road for shaking but we had to be agile to avoid being run
down by the trams coming through the Hartaitai tunnel.”

Staft'and children throughout the country appear to have coped
bravely with dithiculties: the l\mdumutcn in the North End of Dunedin was
hel lmtnd\ in the open air one winter while the building was being altered.
The first purpose-built kindergarten, Rachel Rcynol ds in




Dunedin, was opened in 1914, Later on a number of others were also
purpose-built. From 1958, the Department of Education required that
kindergartens be established only in specially designed permanent buildings.
In 1961 95% of kindergartens were housed in their own buildings.

Before a pumanmt building went up, a site had to bc found.
Shirley Muir in Hamilton “tramped over site after site after site and every dav
it was raining.” Blockhouse Bay Kindergarten, Auckland, had to find a
suitable site in 1955 in an area where the local Residents and Ratepayers
Association L()mplamui of “no drainage and poor nightsoil u)llutzon no

footpaths and atrocious roads; no menU fields for children .

Oftena kmdugaltcn COMMILECE was not fotmgd until the area
was almost built out and sections had risen considerably in price. The
Department issued guidelines for sections in 1952. A site of a quarter of an
acre with a sufhuant proportion of flat or nearly flat land was the ideal, with
maximum sun and sheleer from wind. All the trees, irvegularities of the
ground and any special features were to be kept. Part of the area was to be
paved, the rest Taid out ina gaxdul with a place tor digging. Eventually, as

the Department became increasingly involved with the movement, sites were
set aside for kindergartens when primary schools were built.

Muers Kindergarten, Myers Park, Auckland,
1916 (Alwcmzdm Turnbull Library).




Some carly kindergarten buildings were very ateractive. Myers
Kindergarten, Auck land, which was the generous gift to the Association of
\x thur M\us M.P., was opened in 1916. A newspaper reported that it was
“one of the prettiest and most effective that have vet been erected in
Auckland, the tiled, gabled roofs, cream rough-cast walls and red brick
finishing of Renaissance design, giving it a most striking and picturesque
appearance.”

[n Dunedin the Richard Hudson Kindergarten building, opened
i 1926, was red brick with a tiled roof, and a verandah, 60 teet by 10 teet,
along the entire front, glazed at the ends. It was buile on almost half an acre
of Lmd adjoining pla\'nw fields and was surrounded by lawns, trees, paths
and trolley-tracks. The youngest children had their own cloakrooms, and
separate approaches to the verandah and grounds, But its very spaciousness
presented problems and it proved hard to heat.

Richard Hudson Free
Kindergarten, Dunedin, opened 1920.
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WNearer the present day, Corstorphine Kindergarten’s new
building was as impressive as any of the older ones, although i a different
way. Made of steel, triangular in shape (and with a triangular sandpit), its
front walls were made uund\' of glass. Inside it was pamtul pale green, with
red beams and red and black lino. Tt was opened in 1963 by Mr TS,
Sidey, whose mother was the fnst President of the I\mdugartcn Union and
for thirteen years President of hc Dunedin Association. Ngaio Kindergarten
in We ngtm opened in 1950 in a building spumllv designed for joint use
with the Plunket Society. The Hdm Deem ( entre in Dunedin was also

shared with Plunket, and was opened in 1954 in a building which had once
bccn the Mothercraft Cottage for the first Karitane Hmpltal.

Although kindergartens today are miracles of convenience
compared with the cmv rented halls, steeply rising costs have led in the last

fifteen years or so to bmldmws which are rather smaller than thev were in the
50s and 60s.

Few buildings have such an interesting history as Newtown
Kindergarten in Wdlnwmn built for the Centennial Exhibition in Rongotai
11 1940, The builder, ]amu, Fletcher, donated his firm’s labour and
pcrsuadcd other firms to donate materials. During the Exhibition it was the
setting for demonstrations of kindergarten work b\ a teacher and 1t aroused
mterest in the kindergarten movement. At the end of the Exhibition, it was
to be re-erected on another site as a permanent kindergarten.

However, once the Exhibition was over, the Air Force took
possunon of the building for use as a mess hall. A vear or two later, they

gave it up and 1t was Iﬂ()\Ld to a small tlat site in Hospml Road, Newtown,
pazt of the grounds of Government House, which looms above, Previously
this had been used as a horse paddock and as an allotment for the
ummplo\ Ld Both th( Governor- (xc.nual and ths (10\ ernment were content
L()lﬂpldtd when an carthquakc b'mught another sctback Men rcpairing
carthquake damage were housed in camps on the site and the building was
used as a mess hall for the second time. Not suszmng v, the Prime Minister,
Peter Fraser, in ()pulmg the kindergarten at last in \()\’Lmbu 1943, referred
to the ceremony as thie lifting of a tapu.

Newrown Kindergarten today is an oasis of trees and grass in a
heavily built up area and caters for children of many differer ]t backgrounds.
The “model luncheon room” and the ¢ housckccpmo corner” vmbk in
photographs of the Exhibition, are still there with only small ch 1anges. The

tapu appears to have been truly removed. Yer it is not only Government
House which looms near. Much nearer is Wel lington Hospmi which has

17



made plain its interest in aaqum 1g the land. Already a road to the Hospital
has been buile around it. But i hc Kindergarten Association loses this land,
where else could it find a pleasant site? Many of the children live in high-rise
flats and need a place to plav outdoors. There are no parks in this part of
Newrown.

Buildings for Training Centres followed the same pattern in the
tour main cities. In the carly davs, students were traned in rooms in a
particular kindergarten. Some Training Centres were luckier than others.
Myers Kindergarten, Auckland, had spacious and attractive premises which
housed students from 1916 to 1958. (In the very carly days, Auckland
students had trained in the cricket pavilion in Victoria Park.) Eva Millen,
describing Christchurch in the 1940s, says:

We bad lectuves some afternoons in vooms with a butcher’s shop below us, so
we had the smell of swveloys coming from underneatl mnd of hadvdressing o
the next floor up.

As Training Associations grew 1 size and the number of students
increased, bigger premises became necessary. The next step was to a large
house, once occupied by a household with servants but too big for a family
home in the changed social conditions after World War Two. A house in
Ponsonby was considered for Auckland students, but Sir John Allum,
President of the Association, said, “My voung ladies are not going to
Ponsonby,” and that was that. Thc voung ladies went to Arney Road,
Remuera, Ev entually, when Training Centres were outgrowing the old
houses, students moved in 1975 into the teachers’ u)llwts now Colleges of
Education.
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When they opened it, they gave my nome to it, which I thought was n very
great honowr. I went to it several years ago, T walked in and introdiced myself.
I think the kindergartener z‘//()zz/ﬂ;ﬁ I had come from the dead; she hudn’t
fmorpsr whether I was alive or dend,
UNA WILLIAMS, SPEAKING OF A VISIT TO
THE UNA WILLIAMS KINDERGARTEN, MASTERTON.

ost kindergartens are called after the street, suburb or town in which

: they are situated. Yaralla (later Kelsey- Yamlla) recetved its
Australian abor iginal name after the home of Miss Walker of Sydney, who
gave £100 to thc kindergarten.

Some kindergartens are named after people who have made a
large contribution to the movement, often to the kindergarten in question.
Moira Gallagher Kindergarten in Porirua is called after the first Supervisor of
Pre-School Services in the Department of Education, whose contribution to
the movement has been immense. Kindergartens have been named after
Presidents of the Union, for example the Helen Downer Kindergarten,
Rotorua and the Laura Ingram Kindergarten, Motucka. Hanan
Kindergarten, Timaru is unusual in being named after a husband and wife,
Mrand Mrs A.E.S. Hanan. Logan Campbdl Kindergarten, Auckland, is
named after a generous donor, Woolston Kindergarten, Christchurch, was
renamed Edmonds Park buau.sc of the handsome donations of Messrs T.J.
Edmonds Ltd, whose baking power has contributed to the success of many a
kindergarten cake stall. Richard Hudson Kindergarten is another one named
after a local businessman.

Jamieson Kindergarten, Hamilton, 1s named for Miss .M.
Jamicson, first President of the Hamilton Association. Miss Jamieson had
other distinctions: a travelling scholarship was named in her honour and she
taught a future Director of Education. <C;hL said on meeting him, “Beeby!
What do bees do* “They make honey, miss.” “Yes, Beeby, but they w ork. 1
want vou to work.”)

These are only a few of the “name” kindergartens, which
pleasantly commemorate pcopk who have worked hmd for kindergartens. A
close link can exist between a kindergarten and the person for whom it was
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We had Froebel blocks — beautiful little boxes with sliding lids. Each child sat
on o chair with his blocks i fiont of him on the table, and when it was time to
start each one turned his box upside down and slid off its lid, then lifted the
box, and theve was a little group of blocks, some cubes and some rectangular
ones. The childven il what they liked once the blocks weve out of the boxes.

MARJORIE CONNELIL

arjoric Connell was speaking of 1925; Froebel equipment had a long
. I fe. However, his gifts and occupations gradually disappeared. His
“Mother Songs” were lcplaud by songs rclating to the child’s own

experience. Another influential inventor of material for young children was
Maria Montessorti, the first woman doctor in Iraly. She dummd u]mpmmt
intended to improve control and coordination, which became very popular in
kindergartens in the 1920s and 1930s. As educators began to insist on the
importance of imaginative play, enthustasm for the equipment declined.
More recently it has reappeared in kindergartens; however, with competition
from a wider range of materials, it now has a less important place.

Since Walker Street days, there has been an increase in the quantity and
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quality of equipment, Owning their own buildings meant an end to the
worst storage problems of l\mdumx tens and made larger equipment
possible. [hc outside play areas which purpose-buile ki ndugm tens had,
increased the range still further. All Dunedin kindergartens acquired slides by
the end of the 1930s, while Richard Hudson Kindergarten and Rachel
Reynolds Kindergarten had jungle gyms. Without piav areas outside, 1t was
difficult to provide sandpits. (Even Iamml\l Street with a garden h ad only a
sandbin; photographs show children standing outside and tmdn ng 1nto it to
play.) Now sandpits became one of the most uscd picces of equipment,
although their covers sometimes created problems for teachers. In recent
years, many kindergartens have built large sand areas, sometimes with
varying depths, which give greater scope for imaginative play.

There was one poignant remit at the 1934 conference, which was
received but not passed: that some of the toys at kindergarten should further
the cause of international peace.

During the war, parents found it difticult to buy toys, which in
any case were much less abundant and varied than today.

This was i a time of vationing, before the new Jeneration of toys. For
nm;zplf as o younyy child I never saw o balloon. So one of nry vivid memories
is the logge variety of home-made and commandeered things to play with ot
Findergarten. I remember doing an awful lot of Hhings with flour.

DAVID LANGE

Waterplay became common, although not all mothers instantly
accepted it. The East Harbour Committee wrote to the Wellington
Association in 1950, suggesting that it should be discontinued “unless there
is adequate supervision to prevent damagc to clothing and to health.”
(“Provide waterproof clothing,” was the reply.)

Many kindergartens have living equipment: plants, birds and
goldfish. When the school milk scheme ended, Motucka turned its milk stand
into an aviary. Taranaki Street had ten baby rabbits and a lamb, which had
the honour of being fed by the Director of Education, Dr C.E. Beeby.

On the wholL there have been few great d 1anges in Lqmpmmt

The 1977 Jubilee booklet of Petone Kmduéal ten pomtcd out the continuity
and confirmed it with p 10tog1 aphs. The chief changes have been the use of
junk material, the i mucasmg v sophisticated musual cquipment, and the
tmmcndous improvement in the number and quality of books for children.

What lies ahead? Many 3 and 4 year olds can use computers with
tlair. Although they are expensive and v ulnuablc they may become standard
equipment some da'\ .



Ishall always remember one small grivl who
arrived wearing five jerseys and hey little
avms weve stuck out nt ey sides because she
could’t get them down. Some of the childrven
were inadequately clad in clothes made
fiom flowr bags and pillow slips.
TED (EDNA) SCOTT, DIRECTOR OF
TARANAKI STREET
KINDERGARTEN, 1924-1948,
INTERVIEWED BY GERALDINE
McDONALD.

n the carly davs, some of the children were not only scantily clad, they

. Were dntv and lice-ridden. Since Miss Riley, meupal of the Txammw
Centre, spoke of visiting fifteen homes of kmdugattm children and fmdmU
that only one of them had a bathroom, this is not surprising. Yet the h:ldlcn
appeared to tlourish. One of their teachers commented:

It is o constant wonder to us, who know how many of them are almost
neglected, under what conditions they slecp and the unwise food they have
that they are os healthy s they are.
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(Possibly some of these criticisms were ill-founded. Teachers were judging
families from the perspective of a different social class and sometimes a
different ethnic group. The “unwise food”, for example, may have been
strange to middle-class New Zealanders rather than harmful. Morcover, the
desire to minister to the poor may have led to an exaggeration of the squalor,
and hence to an exaggeration of the need for help.)

All kindergartens trained children in orderly habits and tried to
improve their health. The morning tea of milk and apples was a usetul
addition to their diet. Directions were given to the Taranaki Street children,
“Come 1%411&11\’ be in ume; and come clean.” In Dunedin in the ¢ carly davs,

children were given each day i in w inter a spoonful of malt extract, donated by
the local supp Slier. Members of the staff of the Otago Medical School in the
twenties inspected the children and gave talks on child healeh o teachers and
parents. Then in 1929, Dr Ada Paterson, Director of the Division of School
Hyvgiene, authorised regular medical examinations of kindergarten children.
Regular dental examinations came later.

Rising standards of living and better educated parents have led to
healthier children. But there are many with special problems and there are
some who are poorly housed. There are children even today whose
experience of grass and trees is mainly at kindergarten.
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any children today travel to kindergarten by car, often as part ofa
. car pool. On wet days in Taranaki Street Kindergarten, “many of
the mothers carried the children as well as h 1aving a baby in their arms.”
Children were often dropped off by fathers on thur way to work or by
brothers and sisters on their way to school. Sometimes thu' were dI()ppLd
off too carly and teachers found them sitting 1n the gutter. ‘Children
attending Freemans Bay Kindergarten at one time travelled on buses with
placards amund their necks, bearing their names and addresses and with
pockets for their tickets or money.

-y brother and sister, who are twins, went to [a kindergarten] ot
Pzzpzztoetoa At the end of the day they were put on the bus wearing a label
which said they were to be let off at the monument near home. Unfortunately,
several times the bus dviver or the twins forgot, so my father would be
summoned from bis surgery to drive into Auckland to pick up the two.

DAVID LANGE

If there were no kindcrgartcn near enough for children to attend,
their parents could try to arouse mterest in establ lshmg one. This was not an
option for families Il\mg i remote arcas and for many decades their children
had to go without kindergarten teaching. Then in the carly fifties
“Kindergarten of the Air™ arrived, a radio programme for the under fives,
conducted by a kindergarten teacher. It was intended to give children with
no l\mdugal ten near them the opportunity to share in some kindergarten
activities and to give them a feeling of belonging to a larger group. Parts of
the programmes were intended for mothers and gave them advice on
children’s play. There were storics, songs, fingerplays, and suggestions for
games and things that children could make. It was a tremendous success. It
was broadcast twice a week at first and then five times. Mary Brooker, who
tollowed Loma Jones in conducting the programme, was asked by someone
in broadcasting, “Do you realise you're on the air more hours cach week than
Selwyn Toogood?” That was fame indeed.

Mary wrote all the scripts for her sessions and did everything but
the music, which was provided by Ailsa Martin. A time-consuming but
fascinating part of the work was answ umg the heavy fan mail. Letters came
from parents, telling of their children’s enjoyment. Adults sometimes cnj joyed




it. “Can we have the jump game once more before we leave port?” wrote tour
sailors on the Ruabine, whtla the captain of the Raper City, which went up
and down the Wanganui River, became a regular correspondent.

Auompanvmg her husband to a conference, Mary was asked to
conduct a mock session of “Kindergarten of the Air.” She ()bh%d “Golly,

she’s good at imitating Mary I)L()oku , her husband was told b} somumc
who knew her only by her married name of Mary Purdy.

The programme has long gone, although some of the records
made by Loma Jones and by Kate Harcourt, who followed Mary, may still
survive as souvenirs of what was for years a success story. It was listened to
by children who lived far from a kindergarten, by children in hospm by

children too young for kindergarten and by chile iren on waitit ng lists. For
fwenty minutes a dav it was thut kindergarten.

Since 1976, kindergartens have catered for some families who
live far from orthodox kmdugaxtms. In Southland a mobile kindergarten,
based at Longbush, travels to 8 different rural arcas cach week. In all there
are 8 Free Kmdumxtm Mobile Units throughout the country, carrying a
variety of equipment, including shides, 1'1ddus water tanks, materials 101
painting and carpentry, blocks, dough and books (whmh are sometmes lent
to the children). Mobile units usmll\' roster parents to help, and prov ide
welcome social contacts for them, pmmulal ty for mothers, who in some

cases seldom see other women. Ihasc new-style kmdumttms develop their
own specialties: the Marlborough Unit makes a point of providing
excursions for children. The venues include vacant schools, community halls,
private houses and a marae.

There are two itinerant kindergarten teachers in the Wairarapa,
who visit play groups in the area. They do not drive mobile vans but bring
equipment in their own or rented cars.

Some families benefit from a kindergarten cxpcricncc which 1s
not provided by the free kindergarten movement. This is the early childhood
programme of the New Zealand Cor respondence School, established in

1977. This programme was set up by the senior teacher, Mary Wood, and
Cushla Scrivens and serves 510 families throughout the country. All 17
teachers in the unit are kindergarten-trained. Like the trained teachers who
have worked in private kindergartens, they have used their training outside

the free kindergarten movement. T hc\’ send out to parents resource sheets on
child development and guides to activities like puppetry and weaving. Books,
cassettes, jigsaws, word-g garmnes, number-games and videos are sent out on
loan in special Correspondence School bags.
The programme serves families engaged in farming, fishing,




tourism and forestry as well as families who lead an icinerant life. It also
caters for children who are ill or suffering from certain disabilities; most of
these are cancer patients. The teachers are a support service for all the families
in the programme, but particularly for those with medical problems. Some of
these children later attend kindergarten.

Mobile
Kindergnrtens,
Lakelond and

Hunterville.




We were sitting down to ten when the phone vang. It was o man [ knew
saying, “Shirley, the kindergarten’s on five. Theve’s smoke blowing out

everywhere.” Of course, I panicked — [ smmediately wanted to yush out. My
Dusband said, “Sit down and have your tea. The five brigade will put it out.”
As I came owary from the phone, T picked up o pencil and paper and while 1
choked down my tea, I wrote doyn all the things I had to do. Then I went to
the fire.

SHIRLEY MUIR, HAMILTON

his was one of the few fires suffered by a kindergarten. It was dealt
&b with capably by Mrs Muir, who went to the next committee meeting
and announced that she hadn’t come to talk about the fire but about
rebuilding the kindergarten. The fire, which had been caused by children
breaking in and playing with matchcs, reduced the building to a shell. Six
weceks later, it reopened.

Epidemics used to hit kindergartens badly. In the early days,
when hygiene in homes was otten poor and inoculation unknown, there
seem to have been regular waves of measles, whooping cough and chicken-
pox, which laid low not only children but kindergarten students.

Some kindergartens closed during the terrible flu epidemic of
1918-19. In Wellington, kindergarten students looked after the children of
sick parents in the Teachers’ Training College in Kelburn. This epidemic led
in Invercargill to the establishment of its first kindergarten. Two women
members of the Southland Hospital Board, visiting the homes of flu
victims, saw mothers who needed help with their young children. This led
after two years hard work to the opening of a kindcrgartcn

Kindergartens had to close temporarily in the polio epidemic of
1948. Teachers were allowed to visit children in their homes and to help
them with their activities there,

Kindergartens have carried on through two world wars. Nettie
Riley, Principal of the Wellington Training Centre, reported to the Council
of the Richmond Free Kindergarten Union in November 1914, three
months after the start of World War One, that the Wellington
kindergartens, with the exception of Brooklyn, had taken the soldier’s life as
their subject for the previous month. But on the whole, war seems to have

28



affected kindergartens only in limited ways. Trenches were dug in
Christchurch l\mdumutms in case of air raids in World War [V» 0. The
secretary of the We ngmn Association suggested in 1942 that badges
should be issued to teachers “to enable them t() move about in their
respective areas in the event of an emergency.” Mercitully, none of these
precautions proved necessary.
Some kindergartens were requisitioned for military purposes,

while Otahuhu Borough Council considered that kindergartens should be

closed during the war. A few kindergartens were open fox extended hours in
order to hdp mothers working in usmtml industries. The Taranaki Street
and Petone Kindergartens became all-day nursery schools. Ponsonby
Kindergarten extended its hours to 3 p.m. to help mothers on work of
national importance. The staft believed the children’s health improved with
regular rest periods and meals. (Local meat suppliers donated six pounds of
bones each day for soup.)

Mothers Engaged in Work of National Importance’,
"fm[zkz Street Pm: Kindergarten, early 1940’s.

cander Turnbull




However, the Auckland Association refused to convert any of
its kindergartens into day nurseries. The redoubtable Sir John Allum,
PH‘SIC\LIH of the Association and Mayor ot Auckland, was strongly against
the idea. He believed that mothers should not be unplo\'ui n mdum\'
except as @ last resort, which he believed had not vet arrived. Tt was claimed
that in any case there was little demand from mothers for nurserics.

Some kmdcrgartcns faced financial problems when war work
took away people who had prev iously helped them. Although the end of the
war cased some difficulties, it brought staff shortages to kindergartens,
when teachers left in numbers to marry.

The depression of the 1930s was more harmtul to kindergartens
than was either World War. In late December 1931, Government
announced that all capitations and subsidics to free kindergartens would
cease. This caused an outcry and 34,000 people signed a petition in protest.
The Evening Post in We Hm(rt(m ()pcncd a sub@ulptlon list to help keep
kindergartens open. A numbu of kindergarten teachers gave up all or part
of their salarics.

A deputation, which included the leader of the (Labour)
opposition, a number of M.Ps, the Mayor of Wellington and
representatives of various kindergarten associations, called on the
Government in an unsuccessful attempt to make it change its mind. It was
difficult for committees to mm money to compensate for the cuts, since the
depression hit a large section of the population. [n some kindergartens, 40-
50% of fathers were on relief work,

At the end of 19%, in the hope ()f%ﬂ\'ing money, the
Government raised the minimum age for starting school from 5 to 6
Kindergartens then came under pressure from parents to accept 5 year olds.
This tha\' were not keen to do, since it was likely to mean L\dudmcr vounger

children, One posm\'c response came from Dr C.E. Beeby, then a lutmu at
Canterbury University College. He started a play group for 30 five year olds
ina paddod\ in Rossall Street, Christchurch.

Kindergartens battled through the depression, although a few
closed temporarily. The Government allocated some Art Union funds to
help the movement and subsidies were restored in 1935,

A different kind of disaster hit the Hastings Kindergarten in
1931, when it had to close temporarily because of the terrible ecarthquake in
ILlwl\c s Bay. The President and secretary of the Association visited the
children and their mothers at home constantly. A much less serious
carthquake in 1966 damaged a wall of Wairoa’s new kindergarten during
the official lunch at its opening.
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In oy camvassing we met all sorts of objections, as well as suppors. Some spid,
“Oh, it just a lozy mother’s way of getting vid of the childyen.” They didn’t
renlise that it isn’t the lazy mothers who take their children to /Lzzz/im/m?mz
One denr old soul snid, “Ob, yes, kindergarten. But thar’s German, isi’t
it? That was the war, We had oll sorts of objections.

UNA WILLIAMS

ttitudes to kindergarten have undoubtedly varied over the vears. In the
beginning, collecting young children together for play and
mstruction must have seemed an odd u‘ica to some people. An caxl\ Critic in
Dunedin dismissed kindergarten as a “new-fangled Yankee notion”. But on.
the whole opinion was encouraging; it seemed beneticial for the children of
the poor to be kept oft the streets and raught civilised behaviour, With the
spread of kindergartens to the suburbs and the appearance in them of
children whose mothers had more time to care for them, ambivalent attitudes
developed. This ambivalence was linked with the carly twentieth century
emphasis on the importance of motherhood and the belief that mothers
should give full-time care to their voung children. Mixed feclings towards
kindergarten can be detected in a speech made by the Director of Education
in 1926. He said that “the normal child was best brought up in the home,”
but that kindergartens were held in the morning when mothers were busiest.
He added that unemploved kindergarten teachers could be used for
“teaching the teeble-minded in institutions.” However, Truby King, more
influential at the time than a Director of Education, said in 2 speech in 1928
that kindergarten work was one of the finest in the community, and that his
daughter had trained as a kindergarten teacher.
Kindergarten could at one time be dismissed (by men) as a
women’s concern. When a kindergarten was first proposed in Invercargill, a
city councillor pronounced, “This 1s only a woman’s fad and it will last
perhaps a vear.” Almost 60 years later, the fad is still there, with 15
kindergartens in the city, 5 in other parts of Southland and a Mobile
Kindergarten.
Mrs Dowsett, secretary of the Wellington Association, said in

1941 that “possibly because of strongly entrenched opposition to modumr\'

s gme—



and progress and a somewhat provincial outlook, free kindergartens were not

casy to start in New Zealand.” But by the 1950, if not bu?om kindergartens
were accepted as a normal part of life for those ¢ ln}dun lucky LI]OU(Th to have
access to one. From the beginning, kindergartens gained the support of
influential people; apart from the women who gave their time to sit on
committees, there were doctors, accountants, lawyers and architects who
gave their service free. As kindergartens became more widely aceepted,
support became wider. There were businessmen in the early days who gave
generously but more recently they have served on committees and councils as
A community service.

Once it was accepted that mothers were not shirking their duty
by leaving their children for a few hours under professional supervision,
pu)pl ¢ became comfortable with the idea of l\mdugaxtcn [t came to be seen
as an institution like the Plunket Society, upholding the New Zealand ideal
of a nation with healthy, happy children. People, particularly perhaps in
small towns and developing communities, became very proud of their
kindergartens and of the movement as a whole. Beverley Brayshaw
remembers a delegate at a conference who held up the K beater from a
Kenwood cake-mixer: “She said we should be proud to wear that K. If we
had earrings made like that, it would show we were interested in K for
Kindergarten.”
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hen the only kindergartens in New Zealand were all in Dunedin,
" there was obv iously no need for a national body. As the movement
grew, the need for a body to establish a common pohw and common
standards became clear. Delegates from the four main centres met in 1913
to discuss the establishment of a national association but the outbreak of
the first world war delayed action for years. Then in 1926, delegates from
the original four associations and the Invercargill Association established
the Kindergarten Union. A number of important decisions were taken:
membership was to be open to all associations which received a
government capitation grant; conferences were to be held biennially;
Ichcshcr courses for Prmupais of Training Collcgcs would be held in the
alternate years; a standing committee of representatives of cach of the
associations affiliated to the Union was to meet cach year. Mrs T.K. Sidey
(later Lady Sidey) of Dunedin was clected President of the Union and
served until 1934,

The New Zealand Free Kindergarten Union
Confevence, Wellington, 1920.
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Wellington Free Kindergayten
gradunte badges presented
to stndents gualifying
for the diploma.
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The I\mdugaxtm Union is not an executive body but is the
body which negotiates with government on matters of pohw [t represents
associations and speaks for thcm. Before the Kindergarten Teachers’
Association was recognised as a service organisation, the Union was the
only body which worked for higher salaries for teachers. In order to raise
standards among kindergarten teachers, it established the Jamieson
Scholarship, and also post-graduate bursarics to be held within the country.

The Auckland Association withdrew from the Union from
1944 to 1954. The chict reason for this was a constitutional point:
Auckland believed it was unfair that small associations had the same voting
strength at conferences as large ones. In addition, there seems to have been
both a fear of being “ruled from Wellington” and some personal contlict
between certain members of the Auckland council and Maud England, the
honorary secretary-treasurer of the Union. Auckland rejoined after voting
rights h ad been put on a fairer basis and it was assured that it could have
direct aceess to the Auckland office of the Ikpaxtmcnt of Education.

The Union Conference, held annually since 1951, is for many
the highlight of the year. Now held at Massey Univ ersity, it usad to be
h()sttd by associations, which were Icsponublc for accommodation, meals
and entertainment. Sometimes an association hosted a conference at the
time of a celebration of its own. The venue of the 1958 conference was
Auckland at the time of its Golden Jubilee. The association presented the
Union President, Helen Downer, with 50 golden orchids. Three vears later,
Mrs Downer recetved 50 golden dattodils at the conference, when
Christchurch celebrated its Jubilee.




Associations provided entertainments for delegates. Janet Elliotr
remembers being taken to dig for shellfish in Invercargill and being whisked
through a hotel in W eSEPOTE Lo fish tor whitebait in tm Buller River ar the
back. Dglcgatu were given souvenirs of the conference: cookery books
Lompl[cd by the host association, teaspoons, caddy spoons. Ashtr ays were
given once, acceptable mementos at the time, unthinkable as a u,nual oift
toda‘\'.

Members of the exccutive, above all the presidents and
secretaries, have made immense contributions to the movement, working
rremendously hard and often paving their expenses out of their own
pockets. Mrs Johnson, President of the Union from 1951 to 1955, is
remembered for her outsmndmg leadership. Presidents have often hdd to
travel widely. Mrs Downer said she could write a book, “Have vou slept in
your spare bed?”, which suggests one possible hazard. Miss Ingmm (who
once startled a conference by inadvertently referring to Sir John Allum as
“Saint John”) crossed Cook Strait over 400 times w hllL she was President.

Not all presidents had such a nation-wide perspective. One of
them became, it was said, too closely identified with her own Association. A
member of the executive commented that it was a pity that the President
couldn’t leave her home town either physically or mentally.

The Consultative Committee on Pre-School Educational
Services recommended in 1947 that pre-school services be quickly
extended. That recommendation, and the fact that a new generation of
parents were particularly interested in pre-school education, created a
problem of rapid growth. During the 1950s and 1960s, the kindergarten
movement developed to the point where the number of associations became
unwieldy, and other problems arose. In 1974, the establishment of a
permanent office in Wellingron, with a paid secretary-treasurer, led to a
more cthicient and professional organisation. In 1977 a committee convened
by Shirley Muir was set up at the annual conference to examine the
administration of the movement and to provide assistance to associations
which took disciplinary action. One of its recommendations was that
associations “within reasonable geographical location enter into meaningful
discussions to amalgamate.” In addition, the Union executive, at the 1982
conference, recommended a considerable reduction in the number of
assoctations.

Although this recommendation, and other recommendations
contained in the report of the Muir Committee, were rejected, the need for
stronger And more dhumt assouatlons 1 128 [Ld toa mdum()n in their

[N
53




If things were too bad, she [the Public Health nasyse] would go to visit the home
and perhaps somebody would find o singlet for Tommy because he didn’t have
one. Somebody would provide new trousers, ov somebody’s cast-off trousers,
because what he was wearing was so dreadfisl.

MARJORIE CONNELL, INTERVIEWED BY GERALDINE McDONALD

arjorie Connell was describing Taranaki Street children’s clothes in
the late 1920s. Conditions must have been much the same as this
in all carly kindergartens in poor districts. Even when their clothes were in
fair condition, children look weighed down by them in carly photographs.
These photographs show, too, the pinafores then worn in kindergarten.

The ‘uniform’ of the day, Wellington, MMMHM“””“‘\
early 1930% (Alexander T
Turnbull Liby wy ) e
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Adules” clothes in kindergarten have also changed. In the carly
vears of the century, strict propriety had to be observed by teachers and
students; one of the roles of the ladies in the Kind ergarten Assoclation was
tO mi‘olu these conventions. Gloves had to be worn in the street, but of
course of the right type and the right colour.

Even after World War One — even after World War Two — the
dress code was strict. Chris Christison was rebuked by the Principal of the
Training Centre for going stockingless on a hot day in 1949 in Petone
Kindergarten. For graduation ceremonices, students were dressed like

de butamu in long whm dresses and [ong white gloves. They walked in
procession, [()ol\mg, it was said, like vestal mgms Their hair was carefully
coiffed and they carried posm The staff sometimes had difficulty in
recognising them. Their seniors dressed up too. Miss Gallagher remembers
with aﬁuuon a dress of duck-egg blue which she wore more than once.




Students wore uniforms until 20 to 30 years ago. Bernice
Lindegren recalls:

When we were students, we had to wear uniforms, all the same colour. We
were given o length of brinway in o bright blue and I had to take them

home and have two umforms made. They had to be all the swme puttern,
When Iwas teaching, I made tiwo out ()/ furnishing linen, they were fiull
lenggth and very sensible. I summer, you stripped off yowr clothes nd gor into
the overalls. In winter, you put them on over your clothes. When I came back
about fifteen years later, [ was amnzed to see thar had gone and teachers
wovked in very smart clothes.

Joyee Barns also wore a uniform made of britway —a plain and
hardwearing cotton cloth — when a student in Dunedin. Hers was beige with
blue collars, cutts, buttons and belt.

Teachers too wore overalls, which were starched at a laundry
cach week. Starching was sensible, since paint then washed casily oft the
surface of the material,

Slacks became a keen issue in the fifties. Although highly
practical for kindergarten work, particularly in winter in badly heated halls,
they were umuducd unfeminine and unladylike for some time. Mary
Brooker, w orking in a Hamilton [\mdugmtul in a freezing rented hall, was
given permission to wear corduroy slacks in winter as long as she and the
other teacher wore the same L()l()UI, so that it looked like a uniform. Once
slacks were permitted, there came other novelties. Miniskirts, which could
sweep materials off the children’s tables, were not resisted as strongly as long

skirts. Even shorts were accepted eventually. What nexe? It is nsl\v to
prophesy in the area of fashion, but the need for practical clothes when
working with children is likely always to limit the sort of things that teachers
and studcnts want to wear.

Morning tea and Br ztwm'



rom the meeting that launched Walker Street Kindergarten to the
present day, men have been very active in the movement. They have

sat on committees, held positions which have involved them in lonv hours
of hard work, hw have been honorary p dhysicians, lawyers, atdmurs
accountants. lhc\' have raised money, given money, budgctul and spent
money, they have cut scrub, mcndcd equipment, [amtcd ences. (Sir Robert
Mul 10011 while a member of the Devonport Kindergarten Committee,
spent a number of Saturdays cutting the rock on which the kindergarten was
to be built.) More recently, they have been parent-helpers. One father, a
naval ofticer, said after a morning’s helping that he would rather supervise a
ship-load of drunks than a kindergarten session, but in general men have
coped cheerfully.

Yet, granted that men have worked magnificently for
kindergarten, it 1s the work of women which has been the basis of the
movement; the work of committee ladies, of teachers and students, all of
whom untll fairly recently were women, the work of mothers.

In the carly davs the movement provided scope for the talents
and energies of well-to- do women, who were typically the wives of
pl(mmoml men and businessmen. Some of these women had children
themselves, although the children did not attend a free kindergarten; some
were childless; some like Lavinia Kelsey never married. They were often
women of great abilities. A Wellington new spaper ILP()ItLd that ‘peculiarly
gifted ladies take the wee mites from the gutters in back streets”. These
women sat on committees, raised money, commanded their associations,
supcmscd the dress of students and ran a tight ship. Joyce Barns was visited
i her Dunedin kindergarten by a commuittee lady who, looking for dirt, ran
a knife around the skireing- board. They enforced star ]d&tds of behaviour. Up
from Dunedin, Jovee Barns was aware that she was being carcfully appraised
m a variety of situations by ladies of the Wellington committee before being
appomtu[ to the Taranaki Sereet Kindergarten. Their role can be seen as that
of ladv bountiful, not a role admired toda\ Yet it s to their credit that they
put into this work time and eftort which could have gone on the soctal
round. Their reward was not only that they saw k mdus:artms established
and children benefiting from them. They also had a pusonal feeling of
accomplishment and a knowledge that they were using their abilitics. At a




time when women were restricted in what they could do, this was not a
small thing.

The hospitality of their large and well-appointed houses was
extended to others. Mrs Corkill invited children from Taranaki Street
Kindergarten to watch the navy in port and gave them their tramfare home.
Mls Didsbury held a garden party every year fm students in her house on

The Terrace. Where the W ellington motorw ay now roars, students wearing
the obligatory white gloves sauntered hzouvl bush walks and then were
served afternoon tea. D()(,S it sound like one of Katherine Mansficld’s
Wellington stories? It was still going on about forty vears ago.

Early kindergarten ‘mothers were uneducated and too burdened
by poverty and work to take much interest in kindergartens even if they had
been encouraged to do so by the ladies at the helm. They do not seem to
have objected to attempts to impose middle-class standards on thcu

children. One Walker Street mother described the kindergareen as ¢
beautiful school, my girls come home so cager to help me scrub, sew, wash

and iron. They tell me they do all this at kindergarten when thLy play busy
mothcrs"’

Compulsory education and the spread of kindergartens to the
suburbs led to the appearance of a new type of mother, w h() wanted more
contact with her children’s schooling. Although social attltudc s at the time
held that a mother’s place was in thc home, involvement in kindergarten
could be seen as an extension of her domestic and maternal role. Yet this
mvolvement liberated her to a degree from a life confined to her own
houschold. She could join the kindergarten Mothers” Club where she could
hear lecrures on child-rearing by doctors and teachers, which supplemented
her own skills and did not d alknvc her identity as a mothu

Mothers raised money cheerfully but expected to have some say
in how it was spent. Sometimes in the carly days there were contlicts berween
kindergarten committees or Associations and Mothers' Clubs. When the
Mothux Club ar Katkoral Kindergarten, Dunedin, raised money for a
gramophone in 1927, the Dunedin Association refused to sanction an
expense which they L()I]SldLMd unnecessary. In an attempt to minimise
conflict, the Association once recommended that no parent with a child at
kindergarten could serve on a local committee,

Mothers became increasingly confident over the vears. Mothers’
Clubs tlourished, ran competitions w ith cach other and held Talents
Evenings. The president of a Mother’s club who iy 1935 “wore a handsome
frock of gold lace with diamanté accessories” does not sound like a
downtrodden drudge.




Some kindergarten directors did their best to involve mothers.
Eva Millen, when at Svdenham, had a friend who was

- very ingerested in pre-natal exercise and folk-dancing and she come to the
Afm/}ms)( Lath ool took those with the mothers. We mer every week and they
loved the stovies she told them, as well as the exercises to music. 1 found thot
later on when I anted to have mother-helping, they were very enger.

Encouraged by Miss Gallagher, Eva Millen involved mothers in
kindergarten activities, If tlm wanted to, mothers could make extensive
studms of their own children. Later, as a Supervising Head Teacher, she
impressed on kindergarten staft the importance of involving parents in
kindergarten work.
Mother-helping has become more common, partly as a result of
the influence of the playcentre movement, which was basui on the direct
involvement of mothers. A kindergarten mother was expected to take part in
the children’s activities; she was not there just to do the dirty work. The
President of the New Zealand Free Kindergarten Teachers Association
wrote in protest in 1977 to a firm whose TV advertisement appeared to
Lquau mother-helping with cleaning. (It was plcsumal bly on the lines of

“Mother-helping at kindy’s }ust a bI(,L/L now I'm using brand X.”) The firm
apologised and pxomlscd to change the advertisement.

Looking back, many women wonder how they managed to put
so much time and energy o l\mdugutm work, Often thw had several

children and other organisations needing their hclp [t meant good planning
and strong commitment but there were great gains. As Shnlc_v Muir says

It became your social life. We had Mothers’ Clubs that were always well-
attended becousse that was one of the socinl outlets you could have fm that myye-
group. You et such o lot of people and you made fiiends. Television was the
end of 1t — tervible!
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twas understood from the beginning in Dunedin that teachers must be
trained so that the work could continue. Miss Wienicke’s student
followed her from Christchurch, and so, a vear or so later did two other
voung women. These students worked in a kindergarten in the morning and
were taught in the afternoon by Miss Wienicke and by lecturers from thc
Lm\msm and the School of Art, They had lectures on the educational
P nlosoph\ of Froebel, child psychology and nature study and were given
mstruction in crafts and in practical sk skills like the maknw of jig-saws. Ir Was
msisted from the beginning that training must be full-time. As Miss Lavinia
Kelsey, secretary to the Dunedin Free Kindergarten Association, wrote in
1896:
The Commuittee continues to vefuse all ﬂ/)p/zmmm\ for o partial traaning,

believing that nothing less than two vears’ close contact with childven can
grant the experience necessary for aowell-traimed kindergarteney.

Traaning activities, lote 1920%.




[nn the carly vears there was no difficulty in attracting students.
With few occupations available for middle-class 0111 !\mclugjamn teaching
was approved as work which would not involve Ioss of caste: it was
benevolent, “womanly” and might prepare them for bringing up their own

children. There were sometimes more students than thuc were jobs for
them; in these cases students were usually encouraged to start private
kindergartens.

As free kindergartens opened in Wellington, Auckland and
Christchurch, training of students began in these cities. In Wellington,
students trained in the three rooms where the Taranaki Street Kindergarten
was held, situated over a shop. Staff and committee were aware that
conditions were bad. The Principal, Miss Riley, called it “this hovel of a
place”, and said of her students, “Give them, at least, a place where they
could leave their hats without the ribbons being taken off them”. So in 1918

the Wellington Association bought an old {act(n y nearby and converted it
nto a training centre with the kindergarten beneath. The children were said
to be ¢ stupdlu at first by the unaccustomed space. This second Taranaki
Street building was no pamdwc but it had a garden and pear trees. It also

had a rough nughb()mhood. Marjorie Connell recalls that when she trained
in the twenties, students visiting kindergarten families were instructed to go
in pairs in certain streets. Haining Street was particular v to be avoided, since
the elderly Chinese living there were said to smoke opium. The Roval Tiger
Hotel was next door to the kindergarten and occasionally staft w ould have to
go 1n to pluck out a parent who was needed. Margaret Bennett, as a student,
went in on a dare.

In the early days, each centre conducted its own examinations,
based on its own curriculum, and awarded its own diploma. The programme
developed in Auckland by Margaret Gibson, the first head of training,
included psychology and child study, methods and history of LdULdtl()I)
school hygiene, nature study and bl ackboard drawi ing. Similar programmes
were followed in the other three centres, Students spent much of their time
in practical work in kindergartens in the morning and were, in effect,
auxiliary staff,

Soon after the establishment of training centres in Auckland,
Wellington and Christchurch early this cumn\x apploadlu were made to
government in the hope that it would hel pto develop a uniform programme.
T was not, however, until 1947 that a national syllabus was first drawn up.
From 1950 onwards, diplomas were granted by the Kindergarten Union and
not by the Training Associations. “KSL however, retained administrative
and financial IQSP()HSIbllIt} tor the traming of 5tudmt5.




Move siudent
ACLIviEy.
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Even in the carly days, there was often very good teaching.
Margaret Gibson gave excellent service as meupal n Aud land,
supplemented by outside lecturers. Nettie Riley in We llington is
remembered for her vigour, her gift for telling stories to children and her u\
to students, “Energy harnessed ptoducw power. Think of the Ni fagara Falls.

I\Illduoaltul students recetved no allowances while training
until 1941, well aftu allowances were first paid to people training to bc
primary or secondary teachers or dental nurses. This was a handicap to
Assoctations, which, as carcer opportunities for women expanded, found it
increasingly hard to tind a supply of students. Even with allowances,
students were not particularly well off. Eva Millen in the 1940s found it
necessary to carn money and cooked for a family while the mother was away

for a year. They lived at the top of a hill, so the blggut boy used to carry
sides of mutton up for her.

Quite o number of girls came from small, private schools and fione well-off
fomlies. Kindergarten teaching was considered o nice thing for givls like thar
to do. These givls had grown up in well-vun hones and had some experience
in the running of o home, which they carvied over into kindergarten work.

These girls had o style of their own, very gentle and polite but firm
underneath.

PEGGY DALMER

Mrs Dalmer’s comments refer to the 1960s but were applicable
before this. In the early davs, students received no bursaries or allowances —
in fact they sometimes had to pay fees. At a time when opportunities for
young women were limited, parents were often ready, even at the cost of
pusom[ sacrifice, to support their daughters while thw trained.
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On the whole, students appear to have enjoved their training,
which became more varied and interesting over the years. Joyee Barns, who
began training in Dunedin in 1938, recalls that there was then more
emphasis on thg manual than on the intellectual element. Among the many
things she was required to make was a model kindergarten out of cardboard,
But there was an improvement during her training, with an increasing
number of lectures on specialised topics given by outside experts.

The study of child dev dopmcnt from babvhood was an
important part of the course. Peg ggv Dalmer, when Pnnupa[ of the
Christchurch Training Centre, LI]SUILd that students would be brought into
contact with small babies:

L used to send them to visit fiiends of mane with small babies. Some of these
became “Collee babies”, who came into College every montl or so. The
students used to sec them beinyy bathed ov fed. They would follow the progress
of one child for one year, then another child. I tried to arrange for givls to
bonrd with fimalies where there weve small childven. It was important for the
students 1o get to know children.

Child development — observation of a baby, lave 1940%.




Students” work in the kindergartens to which they were attached
was assessed as part of their training. One student recalls feeling nervous
while under observation and as a result gripping a child’s painting too
tightly. The child pulled it from her hand, the painting ripped, and he swore
\’100101131\' The voice oi authority boomf.d rom behind, “And T don’t blame
lnm Miss McSweeney.”

There were no married women in training until 1963; even an
engaged girl was highly unusual. Girls usually came stmwht from school and
tended to be c(nmducd children by council members. I\I dergarten teaching
was often rhought of as s()mtthmg a 0111 did between leaving school and
marrying. (“A nice job for a nice girl Vs Joyce Barns’s comment on that
attitude. ) But a studcnt s work was not always ladylike. When mmplctmg
her training in 1951, Eileen Bethell was told to pamt the inside of Myers
Kindergarten, which had a 20 foot stud. The opening of training to married
women, and the arrival of older women, helped to turn kindergarten
teaching into a serious carcer. Students were called teacher trainees from

1978 on, an indication of changing attitudes. The minimum entrance
qm lmatlons were raised and the quantity and quaht\ of recruits improved.
“Not so many of the twin-set and pearls brigade,” one tormer staff member
commented.

University degrees were once unheard of for kindergarten
teachers, but are now common enough to occasion no surprise.

Kindcrgwrrcn training is now accepted as part of the education
system, a point underlined by the move into C olleges of Education in 1975.
There were certainly drawbacks in going from a training constructed solely
for kindergarten work, A few lecturers already on the staff of one College
used to refer to the Lmdugaxtm lecturers as “the little people™ and
kmdugattcn statf had to struggle to keep an identity and to avoid exclusion
from important committees. But the dithiculties have been overcome and
overall the move mto Colleges of Education, where kindergarten trainees
take their place with other budding teachers, has been beneficial.

46




cachers were called directors in the early days and assistant teachers
were assistant directors. These grand titles, sometimes for girls just
two or three vears out of school, lasted until 1969. Possibly hu' were some
compensation for poor pay and unsatstactory working conditions.
Teachers tended to work in isolation from staff outside their own
kindcrgartcn and were under the scrutiny of the local committee.
Committee members might be mlwhtu]cd and well-informed or they
mlght not. In any case, tcadlus fclit themselves to be vulnerable to Lw
criticism.

But times changed and so did teachers. Improvement in
salaries, and the fact that from 1948 on the work became full-time, helped
kindergarten teaching to develop as a career. Morcover, as the standard of
entrance qualifications was raised, as older people came into the profession,
teachers became more contfident in their dealings with committees. The
increasing involvement of government was a help to them. Moira
Gallagher, Supervisor of Pre-School Services in the Department, and later
Chris Christison, Margaret Bennett and others, were there to give
professional advice. The creation of the position of Supervising Head
Teacher increased their support-system.

There was hesitation at first about admitting men o
kindergarten teaching but in 1976 the first male tmchus began work.
Some people were afr fud that men would take oft to other employment

fairly soon but on the whole this has not happened. The return of married
women to teaching once their children are at school has been another
notable change in the kindergarten work-force.

Adules often retain vivid memories of their teachers and of their
days in kindergarten:

It swas an enjoyable time. 1 distinctly vemember the teacher, Miss Hamlyn,
with what fiom the close range of “childhood seemed like ver y sturly shoes. We
sat on the floor in front of hey while she told us what to do. T can also veenll
drinking pink milk, eating apples, and having afternoon sleeps on a comp
stretcher.
DAVID LANGE
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We never had n voice of our owwn. It was our employers who ahways spoke for the
teachers amd we did what we were told ond got on with it.
MARGARET BENNETT, SPEAKING OF HER EARLY YEARS AS A TEACHER

onsidering the relative isolation of kindergarten teachers from cach
other and the tendency at one time for teaching to be regarded as an
mterlude between school and marriage, 1t is not surprising that teachers did
not quickly form an association. Howcvu the Kindergarten Teachers’
Association was formed in 1952 and was mwgmscd as a service organisation
in 1958, with the right to 1ppmach the Minister directly and to conduct

salary negotiations on behalf of its members. The K. T. A.inits car ly, gentle
phase has been called a club for young ladies. Even then, it brought benefits
to all kindergarten teachers, as with dcpammnml SUpport it ran summer
schools and in-service courses and produced its own publications.

More recently, the KT A. has become a dynamic organisation,
actively promoting its members’ interests. It clashed with one Minister, who
spoke of “the sulphurous smell of pseudo-unionism™ and said that he would
not tolerate “the use of tactics which have a place on the shop floor but not
in the kindergartens of New Zealand.” The KT A. has survived both attacks
like this and the Minister in question. It has won substantial gains, including
better salaries, maternity leave and transfer expenses, and has instituted a
counselling service for members. Now with paid officials and a Wellington
office, it has become an effective and professional part of the kindergarten
movement,
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There was a livtle colowred cloth on the table and o chaiy for every child and o
sacer for every child ond one child was chosen every day to be Dostess and she
had a special apron made to march the cloth on the table and all beautafidly
woned and starched. It was o very formal morning ten. In Taranaki Street, it
wwas particulorly significant becouse the childyen were so poor and grubby and
it must have been something out of this world to have a vase of flowers on the
toble etc., nicely ironed table cloth omd this nice apron.

MARJORIE CONNELL IN AN INTERVIEW WITH GERALDINE McDONALD

rs Connell was speaking of her time as a student about sixty vears
ago but this formality was not peculiar to Wellington or to that
time. From \Vall\u Street to zoughlv World War Two, I\mdugmu ns were
run on formal lines. The morning tea arrangements were intended to civilise
the children of the poor —and, in any case, this was the way that things were
done in a formal age. The programme was run in a manner which would
seem rigid later on. Children in the carly days were divided into separate
groups according to age, called tops, middles and tinies. These groups were
little classes, cach with its own teacher, who stayed with the group
throughout the morning. In many Lmdug(utcm children were allowed to

Children having o meal ot o nursery school, 1940% (Alexander Twynbull Library).




work only at tasks which were felt to be right for their ages. They were not
allowed to experiment or to try their skills.

Two medical students who studied Kelsey-Yaralla Kindergarten
in 1928 as part of their training in Preventive Medicine, reported a very strict
timetable: 9.00-9.15, cloakroom changing; 9.15-9.30, (nutmws 9.30-9.45,
drill; 9.45-10.00, rest, story dramatisation; 10.00-10. 1‘3 lh\thm 10.15-
104(),1 andwork; 10.40- II.OOX rest; 11‘00 11.15, play, 11.15- 11.30, rest,
nature study; 11.30-12.00, games. A programme like this gave a child little
time to settle to any activity.

W dhnéton l\mdugaxtcn children occasionally gave public
demonstrations. The Association held an exhibition in the MIS()HK Hall in
1918. Berhampore Kindergarten presented Mothers” and Fathers” Work in
the Home. (Chief thouom [ndustry.) The children scrubbed tables,
prepared bread and mlll and Lhoppad wood for kindling. A journalist
reported that spectators watched with alarm as four year olds wiclded axes
but there were no casualties. On another day, Taranaki Street presented
Work on the Whart. (Chief Thought: Co- operation of Interest.) The
Association presented more demonstrations, this time in the Town Hall. The
subject of Mail Delivery showed children making a railway station and a
swnal box. Home activities and the cutting of paper clothes for dolls were
shm\ n on other days.

This was the sort of thing the public liked to see: children visibly
working, visibly learning. The themes chosen were ones which gave the

hlldun SOme UlldUS'&\lldlﬂ‘T of the world around them. The tnps on which
they were taken were often to workplaces, and were intended to increase
their knowledge of their own city.

“If we had been talking about trains, we would take the ‘tops’ to
the railway station. The train drivers were very good and would take them up
into the engine and let them pull the whistle”, said Ted Scott. On another
day, she took the children to the fire station, where they were taken down the
pole, “and I went too”. Children from Freemans Bay Kinder garten visited a
blacksmith and a boatbuilder at work, a sawmill, the fire brigade and the
railway station.

Children were often taken on trips simply for enjoyment,
sometimes to get them out of the confinement of rented halls with no space
for play outside. The Dunedm Tramways used to give free passes to
kindergarten groups on outings. Taranaki Street children on their w ay to the
Basin Reserve for outdoor play received other favours. Ted Scott again:
“Wed come past the barracks. It was wartime and the soldiers would call out
and give us apples and bits of bread and jam.”




Tight organisation of the sessions was standard for many
decades, and dnldtm even had to visit the toilet by the clock. This 11§31d
programming bmughr difficulties, as Eva Millen found in the Christchurch
kindergartens in which she worked in the 40s and 50s:

Each group had to have about o quarter of wn hour’s music, which wos
followed by morning tea of milk and apple. Before thas, the childven had to
wash their hands, again in groups. If they finished early, you more or less hod
o sit them on the lockers andl fill in time somehow, and this was yeally very
nerve-racking, very ulcer-making. Somehow zz’z:zznﬂ the morning, each group
hadl to have music, story or tadk, wash-time, a vest, handwork, outdoor play
ete.

Painting, now an activity through which children can develop
their imagination, hardly existed. Ted Scott said of the 1920s:

We did not have any painting in those days. We used to prepave ontlines for
the childven to colowr in. The children weren’t permitted to go over the line,
and of they went over the line, they'd try to rub it out so that we wouldn’t see
it. In those days people thought it important for childven to develop good
control over their hands.

Parents approved ot lessons and equipment at kindergarten from
which a structured programme could be developed. Teachers used to present
educational themes, which would be continued through the week or even for
longer pmods Eva Millen once pxcsmtcd a frog theme, with frog music,
hog stories, and even live frogs, inc udmg alarge one w hld broke through
its muslin cover and escaped one night. At the cnd of her ho,(a week, an
exasperated small boy told her “Pm sick of that bloody frog.”

Themes have not disappeared and can be scen today in many
kindergarten programmes.

One important part of the old kindergarten day was the rest
period, although as Eva Millen pointed out, with all the children wanting to
go to the toilet or have a toy with them, it was anvthmg > but restful. Setting
up the stretchers and taking them down again was a nuisance and there was
another problem:

The children had to take their shoes off while vesting: that was insisted upon.
We were in trouble of aoyone fiom higher up called and we didn’t have shoes
off and of course in Sydenbam and Phillipstown o lov of the children wore
boots and they were often on the small side. It was o nightmare getting them
on again.

ut
[



Eventually, Eva Millen wich the help of her assistant charted each
child’s activities to see if there were any who didn’t voluntarily choose a
restful activity for part of the time. As a result, with the support of Miss
Gallagher, w ho considered a rest period unnecessary in a three hour
programme, she gained permission to drop it altogether.

This 1s an example of the way in which rigid programming was
breaking down. The strict methods of child-rearing of previous generations
had come under attack in the 1920s and 1930s and this change in atcitude
assisted a swing to free play. Miss Gallagher was in favour of Frec activ ity.
Chris Christison, appointed to Petone I\mdugaxtm in 1949, devised a
pmgmmmc in which children could move from one activity to another as

they pleased. The change was gradual and uneven and is not pombk to date
prcu@cl\’ But in the axlv 193(% the executive of the Wellington Association
decided that students should be sent to train only in l\mdumntcm where
“treer methods™ were used. Nelson teachers put puwds of free play into the
session after attending a refresher course in Wellington in 1951, Several
mothers said they would withdraw their children if this continued, so it
stopped. A letter to a nC\\'spapcr in 1958 mourned the kindergarten of six
vears carlier, “a delighttul p ace where the children plaved far more happily
than thev do these days . . .7 Free play, the writer said, had led to chaos. In
time, with backing from thc Department, free play became accepted. As Miss
Gallagher pomtud out in a speech, a free programme did not mean that
discipline was lacking: “The direction of the discipline of the free programme
1s that 1t comes from the environment itself.”

Atone time it was believed that encouragement to intellectual
development would harm social development, but later on it was recognised
that there was no contlict and that growth in one area could bring growth in
the other. This led many teachers to change to a more ordered programme,
with a balance between free activity on the one hand and g guided learning
which would saumulate the child on the other,

Whatever the t'\'pc of programme, children can have their own
agenda. Eva Millen, short of helpers one day and concentrating on
supervising the outside area, tound that three bovs had stufted sixty towels -
the entire suppl\ — down the toilets. Morcover, children bring into
kindergarten ideas learned outside it. Peggy DL\lmu noticed a difference in
play after television arrived. “Tt seemed to bL TV, jingles. Boys building forts
used to talk like gangsters or cowboys. I didn’t hd\( AT Vosetfora Iong
time so [ often didn’t know what thu were talking about.”
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Stingy o song of sixpence, o kindergarten stall,

Plense give us old clothing, produce, fiuit and nll.

Also send your veges, Friday weel’s the duy,

And soon we’ll have n /emriwgm?fm Zmzldzm] on the way.

KAIKOHE KINDERGARTEN, 1954

indergartens run on hard work — and money, the two being
losdv connected. In the days when there was no government
funding, the Walker Street Committee appealed to local busmcssmcn for
money or goods and gave their friends collection cards which they were
L\pLLt(.d to fill. Parents were not involved in fund- msmg, ald mug 1 they
sometimes showed that they wanted to be more than passive recipients of
charity; one father drove the children from his son’s kinder garten to the
beach and back in his cab for an outing. Some parents gave a donation of a
penny a week.

The Otago Witness, which circulated beyond the province,
started a fund through its thtlc Folks page, to w hich more fortunate
children could contribute to help those at Walker Street. The Annual Report
of the Dunedin Association referred to these donations: “Boys have sent
their prize-money won at a school picnic, girls have sent sixpences and
shillings given them for things dear to a girls heart.”

But Dunedin fundraisers h ad to learn the basics. They launched
a huge effort in 1897, capitalising on the celebrations for the 60 years of
Queen Victoria’s reign. The result — £800 — was so impressive that the
committee decided not to ask for subscriptions that year. Then when funds
ran low, they had to build up a subscription list more or less from scratch.

Monu from government came in slowly and subsidies to
Associations dcpcndcd to some extent on attendances at kindergarten.
Epidemics were therefore watched with alarm. In 1920 there was a marked
drop in numbers in Wellington kindergartens, and Dr Ada Paterson was
asked to certify that this was caused by whooping cough and measles.

Although government aid increased decisively during the 40s
and 50s, the need for purpose-built kindergartens involved many committees
in heavy fund-raising. Parents were heavily committed. The mother of the




Right Hon. David Lange, for example, worked hard for Otahuhu
Kindergarten. Shop d&\% jumble sales, dances were routine. So were bottle
drives, for which Kaikohe had useful &d\’ILL “Small boys are essential to the
success of a bottle drive. While our adult collecters are at the back door
receiving the occasional refusal, Master 8 vear old is already down the garden
path into any unlikely place. What better reward for the public-spirited
houscholder who gives all his emptics cheerfully than to hear a youthful
voice piping at the front door for all to hear, ‘Gee we got HUNDREDS
from this place’.”

Associations passed on news of good fundraisers. Hamilton
Association strongly recommended the dressed dolls of Mrs Ward of
Marton, which showed eight scenes in the life of Belinda from kindergarten
to goldcn wedding. Blenheim Association raised monev through real brides
mn their Bride of thc Year contest. Beverley Bravshaw remembers that ¢ ‘they
wore their dresses and the florists made bouqucts We would generally have
two or three very elegant men of forty who had been in our Association and
they would escort thun People paid to vote for the bride they supported.

There could be snags. The executive of the Wellington
Association, hearing that a local committee had been warned about playing
housic ar a Laxd evening, asked them “in the interest of all kindergarten w 011
to fall in with the Police request.” From Wellington, too, comes the
shocking story of a kindergarten committee selling raftle tickets on another
[\mduganm s turf. Wairoa Kindergarten made money by cooking and
sdlmg sweet corn, but were robbed one year. Mary Collier saw the thicf

“and there began two days of intense scarch around the Wairoa strects to
recognise the culprit. Havi ing the local detective on the Lommxttw was a
great hdp and eventually the culprit was brought to USULL

The floral carpet was a popular tundmuu The Auckland
Association prcsmtcd the first kindergarten floral carpet in 1945, Five were
made from then till 1964, all designed by the same architect. The first
measured 12 metres by 9 and was a w ork of art. “The flowers were arranged
i a design representing a garden, with trees lifting into the skv. The trees
were crowned with foliage of bronze and green hy dl angeas, standmg, against
a sky of soft blue hydrangeas.” Nursery thymcs and kinder garten themes
were used for later carpets.

Auckland raised £12,000 in all through tloral carpets and the

cake stalls, mystery envelopes and teas which accompanied them. The gain in
publicity was incalculable,

Talents Evenings presented by Mothers” Clubs were for vears a
standard way of raising money. Wellington mothers claimed that in World




War Two and immediately afterwards when there were few overseas shows
(and local theatre was meagre compared with today) they “filled a real need
to the public in providing bright entertainment at low cost.” Mothers” Clubs
have declined and Talents Evenings with them, victims of television and the
entry of married women into the workforce on a scale unknown forty years
ago.

New ways of raising money have appeared. The I\mdugaltm
Building Committee in Quunsm\\ n had a spectacular success in 1987. With

the help of Rotary, a house, complete with carpets and landscaping, was

butlt with \olunmxv labour in 19 hours. From the profit on the sale of this

house the Bmldmg Committee received the $30,000 necessary to establish a

kindergarten. Wellington committees in 1988 hired McDonalds restaurants

for Sunday breakfasts, with some of the profits going to their own

kindergartens. A Lower Hutt kindergarten cased the worry of Christmas
1988 tor many by wr appm(r gifts in city malls.

Bequests in wills, thoué,h less colourful than many fund-raising
etforts, have also been very valuable. So have gifts from <>utstandmg donors
such as the Dunedin Savi ings Bank and Cadbury Fry Hudson Ltd.

The need tor raising money decreased consider ably with
increasing government funding. Government now pays the salaries of
kindergarten staft and gives bursaries to teacher trainees. It funds the
Colleges of Education where kindergarten teachers now train, and subsidises
kindergarten buildings. Over the years the Union and the Associations have
had to learn how to deal with a government department and have had to
accept some loss of autonomy as the price of increased funding.

Talents evening, Newtown, 1953.




he centenary of the first kindergarten in New Zealand is being
celebrated at a crucial tme for education. No one can tell precisely
what will be the effect on kindergartens of the Meade and Picot Reports.

The importance of pre-school education is now recognised. The
pre-school world, which once meant only kindergarten, has from 1940
grown to include pla\u ntre and play groups, including Te Kohanga Reo,
and the mpxd v growing child care movement. However, the kindergarten
movement is so well-established and plays such a large part in the life of the
community that there is no danger it will lose its identity.

Without abandoning its principles or its structurs,
kindergarten, by being alert to the challenges ahead, can adapt successtully
to the next 100 years. It can contribute to New Zealand in that period as
much as it has undoubtedly contributed in the vears 1889 to 1989.

(Alexander Turnbull Libvary)
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