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125 YEARS OLD

‘Snapshots’ of Dunedin
Kindergartens at 125 years

By Helen May

Dunedin Kindergartens’
AGM, March 25t 2014.
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Photographic collections

Early etchings in news papers: 1850s-70s
Workbook collections from teachers: 1890s, 1930s
Newspaper photos and articles: 1890s ->
Professional staged photos: 1920s- 1950s

Colour slide collection: 1970s

Scrapbooks: 1940s-1980s

Annual reports

Jubilee records: 25t —120th

Personal albums of kindergarten teachers
Individual kindergarten snapshot albums —events 1960s ->
The digital age: 2000s

Cameras in the hands of children: late 2000s



Lavinia Kelsey, 1931
Oil Painting by Robert Field

Hocken Collections - Uare Taoka o Hakena,
University of Otao, Acc 19,833, S13-117

“There were paintings by R. N.
Field in this exhibition where
the paint... conveyed directly,
without the intervention of
‘subject’, the excitement of
painting. In one, a portrait of

Miss Kelsey. Where the tints of
flesh were played against green
in the shadows...by colour and
the way the paint was applied,
were made to participate in the
atmosphere of the
conversation.. “Eureka! | have
found it. | am going to Dunedin
next year.”

Toss Woollaston

Sage Tea, (1980) p. 221




South Seas International
Exhibition , Dunedin 1925-6

‘Madonna of the Factories’

Lithograph by Gerald Spenser Pryse,
1925
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1975: Accompanied student to
Dunedin Teacher’s College

2007: Hung outside Dean’s office,
University of Otago College of
Education
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FREE.BUILDING IN THE YOUNGEST CLASS.

A GAME WITH BLOCKS 17 ONE OF THE WELLLIGHTED ROOMS AT THE RICHARD HUDSON
4 MEMORIAL KINDERGARTEN






Movement, games, songs: a changing culture

(&

Der Pleine Gartner.

o IDHIR Dt ved Kindes Sinn
fiar Qcbendvfleg® entfalten,
So made, vaf o8 mdg® fiir
Lebentépflege walten ;
Wiflit Du Dein Kind fiie
inn're  Cebendpfleg’ bee
reiten,
Berfdaff” tbm, wo Du
fannft, ter Lebendpflege
Freuden .

Children at Kindergarten in Dunedin in 1902
“Flag Drill to Music.”

1930s 2010s



R. S. Reynolds Kindergarten 1920s-30s
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MEMBERS OF THE BAND AT THE THE KELSEY.-YARALLA KINDERGARTEN
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Movement, games, songs, rhyme: 2010s



Teachers and students
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Outdoors













4 of 18 scrapbooks 1940s-1980s
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E. S. Hamilton scrapbooks (9) DKA ARC-0512, HC; M. Just scrapbooks (2) DKA 88-153/2
HC; P. Varcoe Scrapbooks (7) Private collection



Miss Elizabeth Stewart Hamilton Miss Phyllis Varcoe Miss Margaret Just

Trained: 1930- 31 Trained: Primary 1939-40; Trained: 1937-38

Director Pre-School Educational K|r.1de'rgarten 1944 Director Pre School

Centre 1941-1945 Principal DFKA 1368-74 Educational Centre (Helen
Principal DFKA 1946-1967 Senior lecturer Dunedin TC Deem) 1951-1978 (retired)
(retired) 1975-86 (retired) —

4 Current Life

i Member of

: Dunedin

4 Kindergartens
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Kindergarfen is
Opened in
Enelish Avenue

Many mcaths of fund-raising efforts, and
four wears of hard work by local residests
culminated In the opening of the Mornington
Kindergartea in English  Avenue yesterday
afternosa. The Mayoress, Mrs Sidey, officially
opemed the new Kindergarien, the fourteenth in
Dunedia, before an andicce of parents, childres
and kindergarten 2uthorities.
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The President and Executive of
DUNEDIN FREE KINDERGARTEN ASSN,
invite

e \V‘\ﬂ. P. Varcee......
to the
OPENING of the HALFWAY BUSH
KINDERGARTEN
in Salmond Street on 5th March, 1977 at
2 p.m. The official ceremony will be con-
ducted by Mrs. K. D. Lockhart (President)
New Zealand Free Kindergarten Union.

R.S.V.P. by 28th February to
Miss M. Ayers, Secretary, P.O. Box 797 Dunedin
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A School Of Twist

E *Come on, baby, let's do the twist,”” says the song, and 4-vear-olds
one 26 at the Mornington Kindergarten have taken the message to heart.
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ODT, June 26, 1962

Changing Times

NZ’s first male kindergarten teacher,

Little Glenda Jarvis (front
left) did the twist with the

former Miss New Zealand,
Leone Main, when she was
teaching the dance in Dun-
edin carlier this vear

Janine Ros¢ ¢front cemire)
15 a Yorkshire lass who Is
returning to  England in
August. She picked up the
dance by watching a twist
film and also doubles with a
toy guitar 10 mimic actress
Hayley Mills singing ** Let's
Get Together.”

Without eNneouragement
from the stafl (* we didn’t
know how to do the dance.”
said kindergarten director
Miss R, Phillipps) the girls
began impromptu demonstra
tions to other children. who
soon picked up the move
ments

Soon  the children were
asking for twist music on the
piano, and the dance became
a regular activity
* When a Daily Times re
porter called, the novice
class had just ended some
storiny gyvations and gave
the floor to the velerans and
their best followers mainly
girls

The gfoup was soon lwist.
ing at speed, performing
many of the more profes.
sional variations of U dance,
sinking to the floor and rising

up again, still  twisting — |

faces showing intense oon-

centration and delight, oblivi- |

ous of a photographer near
at hand
e ——
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MR DAVID CARMICHAEL, who vesterday graduated as

New Zealand's first male kindergarten teacher. Mr Car-

;michacl was presented with his diploma at a ceremony for

Dunedin Teachers College graduates in the Town Halk -Mr

‘Carmichael was for three years a lecturer at the Kinder-

garten Teachers Colleze when it was an independent
institution.



Cameras in the hands of children, 2010s




