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	  Themes	  of	  conInuity	  
	  and	  change	  



•  1837:	  Opened	  ins2tu2on	  at	  
Blankenburg	  for	  children	  from	  
ages	  3-‐7	  called	  ‘child	  nurture	  and	  
ac2vity	  centre’	  	  

•  1840:	  Coined	  term	  ‘kindergarten’	  
as	  a	  place	  where	  the	  child’s	  
capaci2es	  	  could	  be	  ‘cul2vated,	  
unfolded	  and	  ripened’	  

•  Developed	  a	  curriculum	  of	  songs,	  
movement,	  games,	  gardening	  and	  
ac2vi2es	  with	  blocks	  (gi\s)	  and	  
cra\s	  (occupa2ons)	  

•  Valued	  and	  trained	  women	  as	  
teachers	  Visionary	  leader	  



The first kindergarten  with its gardens at 
Bad Blankenburg – now a museum 

Town hall site for 
KG meeting 

Site	  where	  Froebel	  coined	  	  
the	  name	  ‘Kindergarten’	  

Frau	  Froebel’s	  Meissen	  china	  



KINDERGARTEN VERBOT  1851 - 1860	


Prussian court closed all 49 
kindergartens fearful of a 
popular uprising in the wake 
of the failed 1848 revolution	

	


Baroness von Marenholtz 
Bulow 
Wealthy patron 

Interceded unsuccessfully with 
Monarchy on behalf of Froebel	


1852 Froebel died. 
Sympathisers fled Germany 
and spread the idea. The 
Baroness traveled to France 
and Britain to demonstrate 
kindergarten activities	


Survival	  	  amidst	  adversity	  

poli2cal	  patronage	  



CommiXed	  followers	  who	  operaIonalised	  the	  vision	  

1903	  reunion	  of	  kindergarten	  teachers	  at	  Bad	  Blankenburg	  from1839	  

Frau Louise Fröbel 



Staatsbibliothek	  zu	  Berlin	  
	  

	  
Friedrich	  Fröbel's	  
Kindergarten	  :	  Ein	  
Weihnachtsangebinde	  für	  
gebildete	  Frauen	  /	  [Nach	  
handschri\l.	  No2z	  ist	  Verf.	  
Eugen	  Pappenheim] 	  	  
Berlin	  :	  J.	  Springer,	  1860 	  	  
	  

1855	  	  	  Baroness	  Marenholtz	  Bulow	  (trans)	  	  



1855	  Mm	  Bertha	  Ronge’s	  Kindergarten	  London	  
Froebel	  Gi\s	  (blocks)	  and	  Occupa2ons	  (Cra\s)	  



1876	  Philadelphia	  Exposi2on,	  US:	  	  
demonstra2on	  kindergarten	  



1840s	  

New	  seXler	  society	  
	  
	  
	  First	  seXlers	  arrive	  1848	  
Dunedin	  1850s	  	  
	  

	  Dunedin	  1880s	  

	  	  



1889 Dunedin free kindergarten 

Lavinia Kelsey 

Secretary of DFKA  

Established Froebel Society Walker Street kindergarten children, 1895 

Rachel	  Reynolds	  –	  
First	  president	  of	  the	  DFKA	  
	  

Known	  as	  the	  Devil’s	  Half	  Acre	  it	  was	  the	  worst	  
slum	  in	  Dunedin,	  an	  over-‐crowded	  warren	  where	  
whole	  families	  lived	  in	  a	  single	  room	  and	  for	  whom	  
the	  adjacent	  alley	  was	  both	  bathroom	  and	  living	  
room.	  Here	  too	  were	  opium	  dens,	  drinking	  
parlours	  and	  houses	  of	  pros2tu2on	  (Dempster,	  
1974).	  

Walker	  Street	  area	  



Becoming	  a	  Bri2sh	  ins2tu2on	  for	  seoler	  children	  
George	  St	  Normal	  School	  
Kindergarten	  Dunedin	  Training	  
College	  1910	  
	  

Rachel	  Reynolds	  Kindergarten	  c.	  1930s	  	  
	  



Early	  Kindergarten	  leaders	  

•  Poli2cally	  and	  socially	  well	  connected	  
•  Economically	  successful	  colonial	  seolers	  
•  Involvement	  in	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  philanthropic	  
educa2on	  and	  religious	  ventures	  

•  Long	  term	  involvement	  
•  Strong	  advocates	  of	  kindergarten	  pedagogy	  
•  Na2onal	  and	  interna2onal	  travellers	  and	  
communicators	  

•  Understood	  the	  art	  of	  patronage,	  lobbying	  and	  
raising	  money	  



NZFKU-‐NZK	  	  	  	  	  1913-‐2014	  
Crea2ng	  a	  na2onal	  kindergarten	  voice	  



Teachers	  -‐	  students	  



Miss	  Elizabeth	  Stewart	  Hamilton	  
	  
Trained:	  1930	  –	  31	  Wellington	  
London	  Ins2tute	  of	  Educa2on	  
1936-‐7	  	  
Director	  Pre-‐School	  Educa2onal	  
Centre.	  Dunedin	  1941-‐1945	  
Principal	  DFKA	  1946-‐1967	  
(re2red)	  	  

b.	  c.1912-‐13	  	  d.	  1995	  

Pedagogical	  leadership	  of	  
the	  kindergarten	  Principal	  



Na2onal	  voice	  for	  teachers	  
‘Looking	  forward	  in	  Pre-‐School	  Educa2on.’	  	  

1946	  Na2onal	  Kindergarten	  Conference	  Dunedin	  	  



Professional	  and	  ‘poli2cal’	  voice	  for	  teachers	  

NZKTA	  



Politics of protest by kindergarten teachers: 1980s-90s	


 



Poli2cs	  of	  protest:	  
Associa2on,	  teachers,	  
parents,	  children	  -‐	  2010	  

2010	  Budget	  Cuts	  to	  ECE	  



‘Kindergarten	  arguably	  is	  	  as	  ‘New	  
Zealand’	  as	  ‘kiwi	  fruit’	  ‘pavlova’	  and	  busy-‐
bee’	  
‘Aotearoa	  /NZ	  kindergarten	  parents	  reflec2ng	  on	  kindergarten	  2006-‐7’	  
The	  Open	  Educa-on	  Journal,	  2009,	  2	  pp.	  1-‐10)	  
	  

‘Since	  the	  1980s	  in	  NZ,	  the	  kindergarten	  service,	  
once	  called	  the	  flagship’	  within	  early	  childhood	  
educa2on,	  has	  changed	  in	  reac2on	  to	  the	  need	  
for	  ‘diversity’	  and’	  responsiveness’	  to	  
communi2es	  and	  restructured	  government	  
requirements’	  	  
‘New	  Zealand	  Kindergartens:	  free	  or	  freely	  forgooen’	  Interna-onal	  
Journal	  of	  Qualita-ve	  Studies	  in	  Educa-on,	  Vol.20,	  No.3,	  2007,	  pp.
319-‐333.’	  

The	  ‘colonial’	  	  NZ	  kindergarten	  

Professor	  
Judith	  Duncan	  



Parents	  in	  kindergarten:	  a	  changing	  role	  to	  one	  of	  agency	  
(yet	  embracing	  leadership)	  

1908	  New	  Years	  Day	  family	  kindergarten	  picnic,	  Dunedin	  



1950s:	  	  involving	  parents	  

1960s	  



Facebook	  and	  blog	  pictures	  

Fish	  and	  chip	  
night	  for	  
Matariki	  

porsolios	  

posters	  

Partnerships	  with	  parents	  
Exploring	  parental	  agency	  

2010s	  



The	  kindergarten	  child:	  agency	  and	  order	  

1920s-‐30s	  
Dunedin	  



1970s:	  changing	  2mes	  	  
Freedom	  and	  choice	  
	  



‘Empowering	  children	  to	  learn	  and	  grow’	  
Making	  learning	  visible	  in	  the	  kindergarten	  

Wakari	  Kindergarten,	  Dunedin	  



Cameras	  in	  the	  hands	  of	  children,	  2010s	  



Enduring	  metaphors	  of	  
kindergarten	  prac2ce	  	  
1.	  	  The	  child	  gardener	  





Recycling	  

Measuring	  	  Being	  in	  the	  outdoors	  



2.	  Metaphor	  of	  the	  	  
Kindergarten	  block	  builder	  

1902	  

1920s	  

1930s	  



1950s-‐2000s	  



Dunedin’s	  new	  Kindergartens	  1914-‐1920s	  



New	  kindergarten	  buildings:	  
1950s-‐1960s	  



2000-‐2010s:	  Rebuilding	  Kindergartens	  and	  child	  builders	  

Port	  Chalmers	  Kindergarten	  



February	  2014:	  125th	  year	  project:	  
	  Rebuilding	  the	  flagship	  Kindergarten	  

Helen	  Deem	  Kindergarten	  



A	  poli2cal	  event	  too:	  25th	  Feb	  2014	  
Prime	  Minister	  John	  Key	  opens	  the	  building	  

Some	  enduring	  metaphors	  of	  
prac2ces	  



3.	  The	  shi\ing	  metaphor	  of	  the	  kindergarten’s	  
cultural	  stories:	  Movement,	  games,	  songs:	  

1845	  

1902	  

2010s	  1930s	  



1920s-‐30s	  	  	  	   	   	   	   	  1970s	  

Kindergarten	  games	  and	  music	  



Movement,	  games,	  songs,	  rhyme:	  2010s	  



	  
	  
	  

Paper	  folding	  
High	  St	  Kindergarten	  

1906	  
	  

Paper	  chains	  
	  R.S.	  Reynolds	  Kindergarten	  

1919	  
	  
	  

4.	  Metaphor	  of	  the	  technological	  arts:	  	  	  ‘OccupaIons’	  	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  Hand-‐eye	  co-‐ordinaIon	  

	  



1920s	  
1950s	  

1940s	  

Weaving	  1970s	  

‘Occupa2ons’	  



	  ‘Occupa2ons’	  2010s	  



Thoughts	  concerning	  some	  enduring	  metaphors	  of	  
prac2ce	  around:	  
The	  kindergarten	  child	  and	  society	  
•  Gardening 	   	   	   	  [Caring	  and	  nurturing]	  
•  Building 	   	   	   	   	  [Contribu2on	  and	  construc2on]	  
•  Culture 	   	   	   	   	  [Par2cipa2on	  and	  belonging]	  
•  Technology	  	   	   	   	  [Crea2vity	  and	  explora2on]	  
	  
Thoughts	  concerning	  the	  enduring	  elements	  of	  leadership	  
and	  agency	  within	  	  
The	  ins2tu2on	  of	  kindergarten	  and	  society	  
•  Professional	  
•  Poli2cal	  
•  People	  
•  Partnerships	  


