
Considering	
  the	
  data	
  of	
  scrapbooks	
  
compiled	
  by	
  three	
  	
  teachers	
  during	
  the	
  

years	
  1940s-­‐1980s	
  	
  
Helen	
  May	
  

Professor	
  of	
  EducaAon,	
  University	
  of	
  Otago	
  
	
  

NZARE	
  Conference,	
  University	
  of	
  Otago,	
  26-­‐28	
  November	
  2013	
  	
  



Miss	
  Elizabeth	
  Stewart	
  Hamilton	
  
	
  
Trained:	
  1930-­‐	
  31	
  
Director	
  Pre-­‐School	
  EducaAonal	
  
Centre	
  1941-­‐1945	
  
Principal	
  DFKA	
  1946-­‐1967	
  
(reAred)	
  	
  

Miss	
  Phyllis	
  Varcoe	
  
	
  
Trained:	
  Primary	
  1939-­‐40;	
  
Kindergarten	
  1944	
  
Principal	
  DFKA	
  1968-­‐74	
  
Senior	
  lecturer	
  Dunedin	
  TC	
  	
  
1975-­‐86	
  (reAred)	
  

Miss	
  Margaret	
  Just	
  
	
  
Trained:	
  1937-­‐38	
  
Director	
  Pre	
  School	
  
EducaAonal	
  Centre	
  (Helen	
  
Deem)	
  	
  1951-­‐1978	
  (reAred)	
  

b.	
  c.1912-­‐13	
  	
  
d.	
  1995	
   b.	
  1920	
  d.	
  2009	
  	
  

Current	
  Life	
  
Member	
  of	
  
Dunedin	
  
Kindergartens	
  
b.	
  c.1922	
  



4	
  of	
  18	
  scrapbooks	
  1940s-­‐1980s	
  

E.	
  S.	
  Hamilton	
  scrapbooks	
  (9)	
  DKA	
  	
  ARC-­‐0512,	
  HC;	
  	
  M.	
  Just	
  scrapbooks	
  (2)	
  DKA	
  88-­‐153/2	
  	
  
HC;	
  P.	
  Varcoe	
  Scrapbooks	
  (7)	
  Private	
  collecRon	
  



Jessica	
  Helfand	
  (2008)	
  Scrapbooks:	
  an	
  
American	
  History	
  

Scrapbooks	
  are	
  the	
  bane	
  of	
  archival	
  processes,	
  
conservaAon	
  pracAces,	
  and	
  of	
  librarians	
  in	
  general,	
  as	
  
the	
  books	
  bulge	
  grossly	
  with	
  acidic	
  tape,	
  material	
  
objects,	
  and	
  loose	
  pages.	
  For	
  the	
  cultural	
  historian,	
  
scrapbooks	
  represent,	
  in	
  their	
  unregulated	
  messiness,	
  
a	
  mountain	
  of	
  interpreAve	
  challenges.	
  The	
  creators	
  of	
  
scrapbooks	
  disordered	
  the	
  world	
  around	
  them	
  and	
  
reordered	
  it	
  on	
  the	
  pages	
  of	
  their	
  own	
  book…	
  
	
  
Review	
  by	
  Helen	
  Schuemaker	
  American	
  Studies,	
  Vol	
  
50,	
  No.1/2,	
  2009,	
  p.172.	
  



1997-­‐2013	
  
Snippets	
  of	
  stories	
  about	
  the	
  contribuAon	
  of	
  	
  
Hamilton,	
  Just	
  and	
  Varcoe	
  to	
  Kindergarten	
  
had	
  featured	
  	
  in	
  various	
  books.	
  
	
  
Interview	
  with	
  P.	
  Varcoe,	
  1994	
  
Interview	
  with	
  M.	
  Just,	
  1994.	
  



People,	
  places	
  and	
  play	
  in	
  the	
  ‘child	
  gardens’	
  of	
  Dunedin	
  
	
  Dunedin	
  Kindergartens	
  	
  -­‐	
  Mana	
  Manaaki	
  Puawai	
  O	
  OtepoA	
  	
  

125	
  years	
  old	
  
	
  

1.  Germanic	
  origins	
  
1830s-­‐1870s	
  

2.  The	
  ‘Devil’s	
  Half	
  Acre’	
  in	
  
Dunedin	
  1880s-­‐1900s	
  

3.  Patronage	
  and	
  purpose	
  
1910s-­‐1930s	
  

4.  	
  Healthy	
  alliances	
  
1940s-­‐1950s	
  

5.  RecogniAon	
  and	
  growth	
  
1950-­‐1960s	
  

6.	
  Scrapbook	
  stories	
  
1940s-­‐1970s	
  

7.	
  Changing	
  Ames	
  
1970s-­‐1990s	
  

8.	
  Curriculum	
  and	
  culture	
  
1990s-­‐2010s	
  

9.	
  Roller	
  coaster	
  of	
  change	
  
2000s-­‐2010s	
  

10.	
  Peoples	
  places	
  and	
  
programmes	
  at	
  125	
  years	
  
old	
  	
  



1850s-­‐1930s	
  	
  



1940s-­‐1970s	
  



1990s-­‐2000	
  



2010s	
  



Cameras	
  in	
  the	
  hands	
  of	
  children,	
  2010s	
  



Misses	
  Hamilton,	
  Just	
  and	
  Varcoe	
  
•  Mid	
  century	
  careers	
  
•  Single	
  women	
  
•  Kindergarten	
  as	
  a	
  life	
  long	
  professional	
  career	
  
•  InternaAonal	
  experience,	
  scholarships,	
  fellowships,	
  
personal	
  travel	
  

•  Careers	
  mainly	
  within	
  the	
  DFKA	
  
•  Followed	
  each	
  other	
  into	
  posiAons:	
  PEC,	
  Principal	
  
•  Led	
  experiments	
  in	
  new	
  pedagogy	
  and	
  programmes	
  
•  Forged	
  naAonal	
  professional	
  links	
  
•  CauAously	
  entered	
  the	
  poliAcal	
  	
  



Some	
  scrapbook	
  themes	
  

•  Biography	
  
•  Expansion	
  of	
  kindergarten	
  
•  Plunket	
  kindergarten	
  alliance	
  
•  Career	
  for	
  girls	
  
•  Kindergarten	
  Teachers	
  AssociaAon	
  
•  Changing	
  Ames	
  

	
  



‘This	
  clever	
  girl’	
   Graduate	
  and	
  postgraduate	
  studies	
  



‘Looking	
  forward	
  in	
  Pre-­‐School	
  EducaAon.’	
  
1946	
  NaRonal	
  Kindergarten	
  Conference	
  	
  



Growth	
  and	
  expansion	
  







Joint	
  Plunket-­‐	
  Kindergarten	
  venture	
  iniAated	
  by	
  Dr	
  
Helen	
  Deem	
  	
  

•  Pre-­‐School	
  EducaAonal	
  Centre	
  	
  and	
  opened	
  1941	
  
with	
  E.S.	
  Hamilton	
  as	
  Director	
  and	
  Dr	
  Helen	
  
Deem	
  as	
  Medical	
  Officer	
  of	
  Plunket	
  

•  1955	
  purpose	
  built	
  designed	
  centre	
  opened	
  and	
  
named	
  Helen	
  Deem	
  Centre	
  (ager	
  the	
  death	
  of	
  Dr	
  
Deem).	
  M.	
  Just	
  Director	
  

•  Influence	
  of	
  internaAonal	
  nursery	
  school	
  models	
  
•  Training	
  centre	
  for	
  karitane	
  and	
  kindergarten	
  
teachers	
  

•  Health-­‐	
  educaAon	
  alliance	
  
•  Plunket	
  rouAnes	
  	
  and	
  progressive	
  freedoms	
  



Dr	
  Helen	
  Deem	
  
Healthy	
  habits	
  



Free	
  Play	
  



Helen	
  Deem	
  Centre	
  1955	
  





Graduates	
  with	
  Miss	
  Hamilton	
  1958	
  (above)	
  and	
  1940s	
  
Student	
  group	
  c.	
  1950s	
  (above)	
  and	
  1940s	
  



1947:	
  Art	
  and	
  PE	
  –	
  Dunedin	
  Teachers	
  College	
  –	
  crags	
  on	
  display	
  	
  at	
  Kindergarten	
  College	
  



1960s	
  students	
  with	
  Miss	
  Varcoe	
  



NZ’s	
  first	
  male	
  kindergarten	
  teacher,	
  1975	
  

ODT,	
  June	
  26,	
  1962	
  
	
  

Changing	
  Times	
  



And	
  sign	
  
of	
  the	
  
Ames	
  

And	
  a	
  sign	
  of	
  the	
  Ames	
  (1960s)	
  P.	
  Varcoe	
  Scrapbook	
  



E.S.	
  Hamilton	
  scrapbook	
  	
  

Establishing	
  a	
  union	
  for	
  kindergarten	
  teachers	
  



c.1960	
  P.	
  Varcoe	
  scrapbooks	
  
	
  
	
  

NZFKTA	
  
	
  
Link	
  with	
  professional	
  
development	
  and	
  an	
  
annual	
  naRonal	
  
inservice	
  course	
  	
  



Other	
  themes	
  

•  Jubilees	
  and	
  and	
  annual	
  calendar	
  celebraAons	
  
•  Good	
  ideas	
  
•  Belonging	
  to	
  Dunedin’s	
  educaAon	
  community	
  
•  Being	
  a	
  kindergartener	
  –	
  naAonally	
  
•  Keeping	
  abreast	
  of	
  ECE	
  internaAonally	
  



In	
  summary:	
  ‘order’	
  and	
  ‘disorder’	
  

•  Insights	
  outside	
  of	
  the	
  official	
  archive	
  documents	
  
•  Longevity	
  of	
  the	
  collecAon	
  
•  UAlitarian	
  rather	
  than	
  works	
  of	
  art	
  
•  InAmacy	
  of	
  the	
  Dunedin	
  kindergarten	
  community	
  
•  Players	
  in	
  the	
  local	
  educaAon	
  scene	
  and	
  the	
  	
  
naAonal	
  ECE	
  scene	
  

•  Exclusion	
  of	
  wider	
  ece	
  services	
  and	
  changing	
  
landscape	
  of	
  ECE	
  


