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Helen Downer brought
kindergartens to the
Bay of Plenty

ENTION the name of Helen
. Downer in Roforua, and
watch faces light up.

People will proudly talk about
the en Downer Free Kinder-
garten, and of the fact that Mrs
Downer was invested with the
MBE in 1961 for her services to
the co . ‘

This woman of rare dignity,
kindly spirit and gentle wit, has
endeared herself to young and

untiring
work for the mothers and chil-
dren of the Bay of Plenty.
she came from Auck-

. High School . she stayed to
marry, and later, play an import-
ant role in in the city’s develop-

concern and

showing a particular aptitude for
pre-school teaching. 's why
ireonvened %&ﬁrgﬁm in
ovember, ) lic
atitades ™ pub

A few months later the first
free kindergarten in the Bay of

Plentywas

established.
The need for similar facilities
soonbeeameevidentlnoum
Bay Plenty towns, and Mrs
ssisted with their estab-

gmtenUnloninms? MrsDuwn




