“Active association with the opening of seven

i
| good start.”

| Mrs H. Downer, president ) different from those of any
| of the New Zealand Free Kin- I

| dergarten Union (Inc), told |need for security is greater

K'WDERGARWS DEPEND
“ON LOCAL HELP

new kindergarfens in

the Rotorua area in the past two-and-a-half years has made me very familiar
with the heavy responsibility which must be shouldered by the kindergarten
council and local committees to ensure that a new kindergarten makes a

“The sy:.tcm must be kept

{other time except that their | simple in a movement when |
the constant concern is to ease |

| this to the union's conference |in our rapidly-changing \wrld {the burden of administrative

;)e:.tcrda_\' in the Ritz Supper l with its ever-present tensions.”
| Room, Rotorua.

Mrs Downer said many of
the domestic and staff prob-
| lems should never arise and
| that if the association knows
| its functions as the cmploymg
| body and the staff is familiar

\ | with terms of its employment,
| these problems should be re-
| duced to a minmum. < ‘

Kindergarten regulations, in | «The Kkindergarten union is |
|terms of weekly schedules, |the body recognised by the
| salary scales, leave- of-absence | Government as representing |
{rules and by-laws should be | a]] kindergarten associations in
| clearly known and understood. | giscussions with the Mm:ster.

An early meeting at the | .t pducation.
| beginning of the year will

often remove many of the
difficulties,

Material goals such as estab-
|lishing a Kindergarten in a
| permanent building are re-

The time had come to re-
vise the manner in which the
executive is set-up, in line
with the progress made in the
union, and consideration should
be given to a plan for a per-
manent office for the organis- |
ation. |
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I There had been a tremen-

dous growth in pre-school
| organisations in the past 20
| years, Miss M. F. Gallag-
| her, supervisor of pre-school
| services, Department of
| Education, told the Free
Kindergarten Union confer-
ence in Rotorua yesterday.

After periods of great diffi-

{ culties, kindergartens now
{ have their own permanent
|bmld1ng5 and standards of
| accommeodation are good.

| “They are the envy of over-
seas countries,”” said Miss ;
| Gallagher.

Inexperience through the
lack of qualified teachers was
the only reason for any low-
ering in the standard of edu-
cation in a few pre-school or-
ganisations, she said.

MRS DOWNER

latively easy tasks that ap-
peal to the parenss.
1 The intangible support of
| understanding and encourage-
{ment is harder to sustain.
Chlldren move on fo pnmaryr
| school and parents gradually !
lose interest in the kindergar- |
ten work.
PROBLEM

The necessity for parents to |
appreciate their importance in
| the lives of pre-school children
and to participate in the kin- |
 dergarten programme is a|
| problem of which the union is
| very conscious.

“If we cast our minds backl
'to our own childhood,” said |
| Mrs Downer, ‘“we remember |
| the strong sense of security ||
that came from our parents. |

{ Children of 1<JL=\ are no |

The free programme used
in guiding the children in kin-
dergarten work does not, as
many persons think, suggest
any lack of discipline.
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KINDERGARTEES
ENVY

OF WORLD’

“The child chooses what he
would like to do most. If he
wishes to paint, he is free to
paint and to paint what he
wishes, But all the children
learn to share, turns at the

i

work, and fo use the correct
materials.”

Staffing  difficulties were
gradually being overcome in
pre-school organisations, said
Miss Gallagher. A few years
ago 60 child kindergartens
with only one or two teachers
were common. The figures
| now show 40-child kindergar-
| tens have a minimum of two

‘ teachers while the few 60- |
|| child organisations are now
|| staffed by a minimum of three
|| teachers.

The ruling of 1961 that no
new kindergartens could start
uniess fully staffed was now
| showing results. The kinder-
]garten organisation was _be-
coming consolidated and in-
|stead of established kindergar- ||
[tens suffering because of for-
{mation of new organisations,
/they were now on a solid foot-
ing and would be able to offer |
help and experience when
permission was granted for
the associations to develop |
new areas.
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KINDER SARTEN "PLAYS BIG PART
IN DEVELOPMENT

MRS DOWNER

ROTORUA W.D. BIRTHDAY

Members and friends from
all parts of the Bay of
Plenty attended the eighth
birthday celebrations of the
Rotorua Central W.D.F.F.

Items were provided

{ tended

Mrs R. Carnahan, president,
| gave a full and interesting re-
{ port of the conference held in
| Christchurch, which she at-
delegate. The
donated by the |

as a
| birthday cake,

| Mesdames H. Smith. E. Hum Hne:ldenl was the feature of |

| phries and M.

Nuttall.

HIGHLIGHT of

arten Union confer-

the  ence
Zealand Free Kin-|

{ the afternoon tea.

in Wanganui this
week was a cocktail
party on Tuesday night.

“The early forma

tive years are the most

important in a child’s life and attendance at a
kindergarten will give an important social and

educational experience

Mrs H. Downer, Rotorua,

to little children,” said

when cpening the

business session of the New Zealand Free

Kindergarten Union conference in Wanganui

this week.

“We have come a long way “Although no fee may be
since the first free kindergar-| demanded it is reasonable lo
len was established 73 years| invite contributions toward
ago the cost of the service.

“We have been able to build
on sure foundations carefully
laid by devoted workers whose
chief concern was to provide
for- the social, emotional and
physical welfare of little child-
ren.

“We have developed a pre-
service which is the envy of
many parts of the world,

Mrs Downer dealt with two
remits dealing with the word
“free,” the reason why its use
is retained, and whether or
not the word could be
tuted.

substi-

Mrs Downer said dut
Ing visits to associations ~he
had been as ked to explain the
meaning of the word and tol
say why a ~pec£hr~r1 sum could
not be named by kindergarten
teachers.

After explaining the
jture of the movement,
Dm-.nci said that it was based
{on that requirement and con-
| tinued Government assistance
ldepend‘cd on strict adherence
llo that rule.

that

siruc-

Concis

‘If you consult the

| Oxford Dictionary you will see!

| that a free school is one where
|no fees are charged and that |
lis what we mean by a freel
No fees
she said.

klncier“drlen
! charged,”

Rotorua and Taupo dele-,
gates who attended the|

party are shown m‘

Mrs |

are |

“Proof of the
parents to accept invita-
tion is clearly evident in an-|
nual accounts of every associ-|
ation

readiness
this

of |

CONSOLIDATION

The director of pre-school
services for the Education De-
partment, Mrs M. Gallagher,
said that 1962 had been a year
of consolidation of the pro-
gress so steadily made

Sixty per cent of the teach-|
ers had given more than three!
years’ service, 20 per cent had |

iven three years of broken!
service, and 81 per cent of u]l'
the teachers trained by 1}10&
movement had given three|
years' service. i

Miss Gallagher said that it}
was welcome news to all that|
| bursaries were now being |
| awarded. . '

Although 87 teachers had re-'
signed last year the loss was
equal to those ready for ser-|
vice, Miss Gallagher said. {

Miss Gallagher said that as'
far as the quality of the kin-!
dergarten work was cgnecerned
New Zealand could hold its
| head high in the world.

She said that more than |
15,500 had attended Kkinder- |
garf.cn in 1961

above photograph (from;
left): Mesdames B. Gulde
(Rotorua), J. Elliott (Ro-|
torua), H. Downer (Do-
minion pres:deﬁt Roto— _

rua), o Donalg
(Taupo), S.
(Rotorua), M. Waldron

(Taupo), N. Bell (Roto-
rua), and S. F. Turnbull
(Rotorua),



