Isobel Christison 1920- ?

Isobel Christison was born in England and trained at the Rachel McMillan
Training college for nursery teachers during the war years. In 1949, after
immigrating to New Zealand, Miss Christison was appointed to the Petone
Kindergarten which had been operating a nursery during the war years.
While she was only at the kindergarten for a year she experimented with
ideas of free play programmes in the kindergarten. In 1950 she was
appointed to the Kindergarten College during the time when all kindergartens
were instructed to run a free play programme. In 1953 Miss Christison was
appointed to the Department of Education as Assistant Supervisor of pre
School Services. This was a time of huge expansion in the kindergarten
movement. From 1965 until her retirement in 1979 Miss Christison held the
senior appointment as the Officer for Pre School Education. She was a
frequent attendee at NZFKU conferences and her annual speeches provide a
useful insight into the politics of the time
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Two publications.

A survey of preschool educational services in New Zealand : submitted to the degree
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