. Mrs Mar orie Cmmeli aged 82,
will be one of the guest speakers
at the Wellington Free Kindergar-

ten Graduates Association five-

yearly reunion this weekend. ~

. The gathermg will mark the
100th year since the opening of
New Zealand’s first kindergarten

in - Dupedin  in 1883, Welhngmn

had one three years later.
Mrs Connell began ber trammg

in 1924 and ber first job was in a

kindergarten at the Brooklyn

Church Hall. She admits to having

been attracted to the profession
-through her fondpess of children.
“My sister and mother both
taught primary schosl, so it
seemed to follow on that I would
go into teachmg,” she said.
In the eary 1950s Mrs Counell

was appointed assistant principal [

of the Kindergarten Teachers Col-
lege. She retired in 1964.

As well as looking after count-
Jess childreny Mrs Cotinell found

time to raise four of her own —

,samethmg she could not have done

bot

without the help of friends, neigh- b
d

career but censiders kindergarten &

. teachers to have been under-val-
I ra long time.

__“We were never very well pazd
when you consider the amount of
_physical and mental strain we've
~ to put up with.” The reunion

| has attracted 176 registrations, in-

| cluding two from Australia and
one from the United States,
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