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Lynnette Harris (later Barlow) 
kindergarten teacher trainee1972-1973 

Lynnette Harris entered kindergarten teacher training in 1972, at the 
Christchurch Kindergarten Association's Hatfield House, one of 
around 80 girls enrolled across the two year groups. Lynnette’s 
carefully archived collection of documents provide valuable insights 
into the changing nature of kindergarten  teacher training in the early 
1970s. A time when trainees purchased smocks along with their 
textbooks for the sum of $40.00 and when course fees were a mere 
$10.00. Married women had been accepted into training since 1962 
and men were soon to be. Pregnancy ended some studentships. 
Women were expected to resign before they were visibly pregnant. 
A time when students were becoming more vocal winning an early 
dispute over the right to wear dress pants. Their voice was to grew 
stronger with the decade. This intake was second to last before 
control of kindergarten teacher training was transferred from the 
Kindergarten Associations to the Teachers’ College Councils. A time 
that saw the start of the end of an era for kindergarten. 
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acceptance into 
Christchurch 
Teachers’ College 
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Information 
brochure – 1972 
 

 
The complete brochure is available 
online. Search for:  
‘Christchurch Kindergarten Teachers’ 
College – Information Brochure 1972’  
  



Christchurch KTC 1973 Lynnette Harris (Barlow) 7th from left, second row. 
Source: Christchurch Kindergarten Teachers’ College Official 
Photos’1969-74, Kidsfirst Canterbury Westland Kindergarten Association  



Christchurch Kindergarten 
Teachers Training College – Staff, February 1972  
 
2 nd from left,  Mrs R Brodie Assistant Principal, 3rd, Mrs Audrey Haggitt, Principal, 4th 
Anne Andrews Lecturer, 5th Miss Mary Roberts Lecturer, Mrs J Burke Office Assistant 
Source: Christchurch Kindergarten Teachers’ College Official Photos’1969-74, Kidsfirst Canterbury 
Westland Kindergarten Association  



 
 
SURVEY ON KINDERGARTEN  
STUDENTS – 1972 Orientation Booklet for Christchurch 
Kindergarten Training College (selected results)   

1)  Average age of first year students  - 18½ years 
2)  Marital status of students 

Single             69%  
Engaged              3% 
Have plans to marry next year       14% 
Married            11% 
Have been married             3% 

3)  The kindergarten student entered from  
  School            67% 
 Other occupations           33% 

4)  Kindergarten students interest in their work motivated by  
   Love of children           70% 

          Desire to help others                       28% 



REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS 
photographer Bonita Cooke  



Orientation Booklet 
for Christchurch 
Kindergarten 
Teachers Training 
College 1973  
 
 
- to view full booklet 
see website under 
title 



Graduation – 
December 1973   
Two years of study completed. 
Time to graduate and become 
a teacher.  



è 





Starting 
teaching 



Taught at  
Stoke Kindergarten, Nelson,1973  

Grove Street Kindergarten, Mid 1973 – 74  



1975 - appointed  
as Head Teacher 
at Lowther 
Kindergarten, 
Manawatu  
Free Kindergarten 
Association  



Introducing 
afternoon 
sessions and 
extended 
rolls  



Association 
assistance with 
accommodation  



Accommodation found  



1981  
Application for 
maternity leave 
approved  



Teaching positions held at Ruahine 
Kindergarten Association   

 
� Westend  Kindergarten Teacher  
1992 – 1994  
 
� Cloverlea Kindergarten Head Teacher  
    1994 – present  



2016  
Lynnette Barlow  
Head Teacher 

These children have a strong 
interest in building/constructing. 
I brought in some scrap wood from 
a deck being built at my home 
and these children helped to load 
the pieces into the wood box. They 
were curious about the wood and 
where i t had come f rom. I 
explained and then the next day in 
response to their interest I showed 
them photos of the progress of the 
deck building over the last few 
w e e k s . A g a i n t h e c h i l d r e n 
expressed interest asking many 
questions. I explained the different 
stages with each photo with the 
children being very interested and 
focused.  
 Lynnette Barlow, August 2016 



 
 
To view the following titles see the 
KINDERGARTEN HERITAGE COLLECTION OF 
NEW ZEALAND website:  
1)   Orientation Booklet for Christchurch Kindergarten 

Teachers Training College 1973  
 

2)   Christchurch Kindergarten Teachers’ College – 
Information Brochure 1972’  


