Taitoko Kindergarten’s staff are making history.

This year teacher Wilson Kiriona, who has been working at
Taitoko for more than four years, has been joined by relieving head
teacher Garth Armstrong.

For the first time in the history of the Wellington Region Free
Kindergarten Association a kindergarten has an all male teaching
team, kindergarten services manager Gillian Dodson said.

Kindergarten teaching is an occupation where 99 per cent of
teachers are women.

Mr Armstrong said having all male staff wouldn’t make any differ-
ence in terms of the teaching programme but men did interact dif-
ferently with the children than women.
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said.

Mr Armstrong said they had received a positive reaction from par-
ents.

“No one has raised any concerns. They have seen the way we
work with the children and are comfortable,” he said.

Mr Wilson said he hadn’t really given any thought to the unusual
situation.

“Pve haven’t really noticed any difference,” he said.

Mr Armstrong was working with special needs children in kinder-
gartens in the Wellington area before moving to Taitoko kinder-
garten this year.

Picture: Taitoko Kindergarten teachers Garth Armstrong and
Wilson Kiriona with four-year-olds Cameron Price, Don ltielu, and
Tamika Bevan.
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