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THE YOUNG MIND
KINDERGARTEN WORK
IMPORTANCE STRESSED
WHAT AUSTRALLA DOES

The value of kindergarten wark wis
stressed by AMiss E. Wilson, prineipul
of the Wellington ¥Free Kinderguricen
Association, in an inferview with g
“Dost?? reporter to-day, Miss Wilson
has just returned from a visit to Ans-
tralin, and she outlined the steps which
hive been taken there to establish the
kindergarten on 2 seund busis,
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It will be very enheartening to work-
fers in  the cause of the pre-school
{child threughout New Zealand to know
that their tellow-workers in Australia
bave, so far, not only stemmed the tide
of destruction that (hreatened  their
work there, but made progress in spite
of these besetting difficulties,’’ said
;Miss Wilson.  f Australinns have a
| great respect for New Zenlanders, be-
cause of the efferts that are made in
the eause of cducation in this country.
Imagine, then, the consternation when
word came through stating that the
New Zealand Government had deeided
to withdraw all grants .amd subsidies
for Free Kindergarten work., It scems
hardly bLelievable that  any  country
could ruthlessly sweep away a nmove-
ment which has world-wide recognition
aud which is acelaimed by the teaching
{aund medieal profession as ane of the
most worth-while works a country ean
|undertake. We trust all reeognise the
need for drastie cconomy and the re-
sponsibility that the world’s present
[financial position places wupon the
|shoulders of her leaders and peoples,
| but it must also be recognised thai an
leconomy that is detrimental to the
future progress of a country should be
i the last to be considered.

““The kindergarten movenment
 throughout Australia has had Govern-
ment recognition for many years., As
in New Zealand, it caters primarily for
(the children of the more congested
Ldareas ot the cities, for it is recognised
that although the experiences and train-
ing kindergarten offers are valuable
to every child, eountry children, at
least, have healthful surroundings und
contact with the glories of nature of
which our artificjal eity lifo robs ns.

'AIM OF THE MOVEMENT.

““Kindergarten aims to bring back to
the city ehild that freedom, heanty, and
simplieity in life which is his right.
The movement in Australia is substan-
tially supported “hy the  publie  and
parents of the children.  During the
reeent visit T had many instanees of the
added eo-operation of the parents dur-
ing the difficult period through which
 Australin has heen passing.

T—,
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hourne 1 was toid that they had  more
volunteers than they had work  for
ameong the mothers, who helped in the
preparation of the food and washing up
(which is a Jarge item for a family of
120},  washing, sewing, cte. The
fathers, too, have (‘mno forward splen-
didly, and in both Sydney and Mel
bourne I whas shown with }nnlt the cal-
somining  that had  been  done by
f“"llht?ra the toys that had heen made
for the Christimas trees, and the many
odd e **]Jl*ntm*n; jobs that had Dbeen
texceuted. ztimm co-operation  our
eivie life must fail Surely then =
thinking community must value gre catly
any organisation that is ';Llum-mfr such
an ideal, 1t has been found neeessary
to re-organisc Kindergarten work iu
Svdaey and Melbourne sineo uiemploy-
‘ment beeame rife.  Poverty in some
areas has been appalling, and a new
'schemie of training the vl tdren morn-
ing and m’cernoon lustead of letting
them go to their K,hi‘ei*k‘w homes at noon
has heen instituted in many  conires,
An wlteration to the Jiwimg:u‘ten rou-
tine and the provision of o mid-day
meal which in many cases is the only
nourishing meal they get, has heiped
w great dvnl towards hccmzzg the {]n}
lh{m healthy and well. A mueh more
ceonomical and humane polic ¥ than hav-
ing to treat disease caused through mal-
Illltl‘itm"!l and negleet.

A PREPARATION.

““There are still thousands of peaplo
in every eommunity wha in their ignor-
anco are treating effect . rather than

cause. In our ignorance we  sond g
child to schoeol at the age of five u,drs,
withoni any thought as to whether we

have laid the necessary foundation for
all that is  expeeted of him, i a
body that is atumg and-well zlmumlwrl
a mind that is reeept ive, an attuudv
towards life and his td;mv-cw;nures,
that will make work 2 Joy  and e¢o-
operation second nature. Aund a happy,
cheerful disposition  that will be a
tonie to all who contact him., Uhe eduy.
cators claim that kindergarten doos all
this, and we ean proveit over and over

again by actual examples and the evi
dence we have gathered. TIn Melbourne
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BUiag apenaiury  aevetoped, and  two
nursery schools have Dbeen  opened
within the past twelve months, These
are bheing run hy the Kindergarten
Union, and are proving  valuable
ccntres for research work. A speeial
grant from the Carnegiec Trust has
made this possible, and all dzta is to bo
published:  In Australia, as well as in
New Zealand, arguments sueh as ‘edn-
eation is quite unnecessary  for ihe
ehild under school age’  lave to be
faced, In reply one can only ey,
‘Why waste money and time on the
foundations of vour house?? Anather
argument is, ‘We didn’t have kinder-
garters when we were young, and what
, W35 good #nough 5T us s good enough
Tor the present generation.” This is n
hopeless attitude  of mind, and it i
scldom eonsistent.  We  do  not find
these people walking rather than rif-
g in trams, trains, aud motor-ears,
using  candles rather than  oleetrie
light, and stoking ranges rather {han
lighting the gag  or turning an  elee-
tricity. When one comes up  aghingt
this sort of thing one can sympathise
with Russia and almost understand her
ruthlessness in ridding herself of lier
inenbuses,

NO STAGE UNIMPORTANT.

““Every State in Australia has a resi.
dential kindergarten college, which
gives .a digrity to the work and in-
creases training facilities. The work
in New Zealand has not yet reached this
development, In Sydney there were 100
students in training last year. This is
another aspeet of the work which few
people realise.  In New Zealund our
Kindergartens also offer faeilities to
training college  studenis which they
would not have if the Kindergartens
were closed. The fact that State sehool
tenchers and kindergartencrs  huve
formed themselves into o bady knuwa
18 the Commoenwenlth Kindergarten and
Primary School Associntion in Sydney
shows the hond hetween the two stages
of education and the desire for mutual
help and co-operation. No one Cin say
that any stage in a child’s life is unin-
portant. Everyone must admit of the
poliey of Dbuilding true foundations.
Thus T anpeal te the peanle of e
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the child the hest it ean fromi the time
it is concelved until it Is prepared and
ready to strike r:mt in life and mnke its
way as a valuable mu?vh belonging to
o progressive nation.

Professor B. Dawson, of  Adelaide,
who has heen appointed to the Chaiy of
Obstetries and Gynaccology, Otago TIni-
versity, arrived by the 3\1(1\1:}1&&1 to-day
from .‘wm Praneisco  after  visiting
clinies in the Old Country, the Conlin-
ent, and Ameriea. o leaves for the
South on Wednesday evening,
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