The administration

| F. B. Keys, an executive member, told the annual conference of the New Zea-
| land Free Kindergarten Union at New Plymouth yesterday.

She was speaking in fav-i
| our of a remit from the Na-|
| pier - Taradale association
| that the form of representa-
| tion at conferences be chan-

The remit was defeated.|

At present 64 associations
| control 235 kindergartens,
\ with 94 representatives at,
| the annual conference. The
| proposal change would re-
| duce the number of delegat-
| eg associations could send
| to the conference.
' A member of the execu-
' tive, Mrs. E. Stevenson, said
| the proposed change in re-|
presentation was not a revo-|
| lutionary move. “It is not|
| an amalgamation but an|
| area grouping designed to|
control the size of the an-|
pual conference because of
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of the union was becoming a little top-heavy, Mrs|

the rapid growth of the kin- systems of other associat-
dergarten movement,” shelions, such as the Australian
added. |association, before making a
Speaking against the re-lﬁrm decision.”
mit and the amended report| The president, Mrs. H.
accompanying it,” a Christ-/Downer, said the ultimate
church delegate, Mr. J. H.laim of the union was amal-|
M. Dawson said Christchurch gamation of all pre-school|
would be little affected by |training institutions and cen-|
the change, but smaller as- |tres in New Zealand under a|
sociations would suffer con-!national executive.
siderably. | 3 "
“Representatives attending| _COMMUNICATION
the proposed area meeting| ~One of the principal
would only have the status needs of the union is com-|
of observers,” he said. “They |Dunication between associ-,
would not be able to pmiations. she said. “Area|
forward the views of their/meetings at the teachers'|
particular associations. The colleges could be useful in |
change is a constitutional this way. They would also|
one and requires a little cut cmlference costs consid-
more than just common- €rably. [l
sense before it is made. In small areas, such as
“We should consider the Kaikohe and Kaitaia, the
T |personal touch would be lost |
Ilif we were to lose the pres-
ent representation to confer-|
ence in favour of area meet- |
ings,” the delegate from Kai- |
kohe, Mrs. McLintock said. |
% “We would only have a
"Wldelegate at the conference|
levery three years. The idea |
of an area delegate report-
ing back to associations in|
the Northland area would be ||
Jimpractical. Associations in||
the area are isolated from|
one another, a situation |
which is not helped by the|
{roading system." ‘

| NO SAVING

“If the new system were
enforced, the number of ab-
servers permitted to attend
‘would mean no money would
be saved—we would have as
|{many observers as we have
)dclegates now,” the Mana-

watu delegate, Mrs. G. M.
Swainson, said. ;
¥ The remit was carried
lover to the afternoon ses-
|sion where it was defeated
. |after a heated debate.

Conference

Ends |

The annual conference of
the New Zealand Free Kind-
ergarten Union ended atJ
New Plymouth last night. |

The conference next year
will be held at Westport. |

Officers elected were: Pre- |
sident, Mrs. H. Downer (Rot-|
orua); vice-president, Miss
L. M, C. Ingram (Motueka); |
ing associations, Mrs. B. J.|
representatives non - train-|
|F. B. Keys (Palmerston'
|North). Mrs. D, T. Nicholsont_

|(Upper Hutt), Mrs. E. Stev-
Eensun (Hastings), training

-,
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G. S. Rea (Auckland), Mrs. # i
|D. Ryan (Wellington), Mrs.
|IA. Steven (Christchurch)
|secretary-treasurer, Mrs. R.
|{A, Elliott (Rotorua).

e——

{members appointed), Mrs. |
|R. M. Boyd (Dunedin), Mrs. s o 1{/2 /4 :

———y
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“Government policy is creatPrlgEf\ﬁg‘ohﬁ LI ich
we are asking the Education Dep@théiid&el us
overcome,” Miss V. Hayward, the Dunedim delegate
told the New Zealand Free Kindergarten Union con-
ference at New Plymouth yesterday.

She was speaking in sup-/cost compared with that of
port of a remit asking the the housing in the areas.”
{ECWE “Some years ago, one
: = {Dunedin area had 400 pre-
-of a kindergarten or kinder-:.,o01 children, many aged
_fm_egs__m rapidly develop-|foir years. A delay (})1’ four

ng housing areas with deﬁ'iyears in providing the kin-
nite arrangements to bel4argarten meant when it was
made for the repayment of ,ened, we had difficulty in
one third of the total cost!iling the roll. The commu-
of the building over a pjv  was outgrowing the
limited number of years. fieed. for  one™

In a report from the Dune-| A similar problem had
din area Miss Hayward said occurred at Auckland, an
in new housing areas there!executive member, Mrs J.
were great numbers of Rea said. Many islanders
people herded together with had lived in the city and
no civic amenities, so en- their children had attended
gaged in their own pattern|inner city kindergartens.
of “Ving they hardly realisedl A large State housing area
the community existed. was opened and the families

“At Porirua the average|shiited into it. Consequently
age of the community is 11/inner city kindergartens
years,” she said. “There are were emply and there were
no places for groups of these none in the new housing
children to meet. When they areas where they were
enter their teens they will needed most.
present a great social prob- “Some years ago, thei
lem, This is only one in-'need for a kindergarten at
stance where the free kinder- Wigram arose, and the Air
garten movement has failed.|Department lent the money

“Even three years after a/to the association to erect a
community begins, hundreds kindergarten,” said the Wig-
of children are denied kin-ram delegate, Mrs A. Winkle-
dergarten or  pre-schooi/man. “We are payin, back
education. The government|the loan at the rate of £1
‘has erected large State hous-'a year."”
ing areas, but has failed to| The remit was carried, an
provide amenities such as'the incoming executive
kindergartens and  halls act upon it
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VHERE the need was greatest for' p
education and where no special buildings
erected, approved buildings should be op
as kindergarten centres, the New Zealand

Kindergarten Union’s annual conference decide
New Plymouth yesterday. A recommendation to
effect is to be sent to the Department of Education
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No Immediate
Answers To
Some Problems

There were no immediate answers to some of the
problems besetting pre-school institutions, the direc-
tor of education, Mr. A. E. Campbell, said at the open-
ing ceremony of the New Zealand Free Kindergarten
Union conference at the war memorial hall, New
Plymouth, last night.

Mr. Campbell said inter- Maori children,” he said.
est in pre-school education|"But I think you will agree

for Maori children was in-|the situation is still far from
creasing. satisfactory.”

“In 170 of the 243 kinder-' In the 40 Yyears during
gartens in New Zealand which he had been associat-
last year, there were 300 ed with pre-school . educa-

——————— tion, the movement had
changed tremendously, he

said. Ideas considered revol-
utionary some time ago
were now everyday practice.

“During the war years,
there were only a few hund-
red children attending pre-
school institutions, but now
there are more than 25,000
atiending.”

The mayor of New Ply-
mouth, Mr. A. G. Honnor,
opened the conference.

A buffet dinner attended
ny more than 130 delegates,
observers and guests was
held before the official open-

ing ceremony. The confer-
ence will continue today
and tomorrow.
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MUCH of the evidence suggested that for many
Maori children, pre-school training helped them to
get a full education, Mr A. E. Campbell, the Director
of Education, said at the opening of the New Zealand

Free Kindergarten Union’s . conference in New
Plymouth last night,
This in turn would help training Ffacilities, but sug-

more of the Maori people to gested that the conference

take their proper place in should try to find ways to
the community, Mr Camp- solve it.
bell said. The number of New Plvmouth's Mavor

Maori children in kindergar-
tens showed a better picture
than a few years ago.'and

Mr A. G. Honnor, officially
opened the conference and

reflected the work of in- :\frzg"g?eige ds}ﬁfme\ d ke
dividual members of kinder- Thursdav eveni = .
garten associations. “I don't, __ e,

imagine anyvone could re-

gard the situation as satis-
factory, however,” he said. !

It was only through hard,
work on the part of the dis-|
tricts that the situation
would continue to improve.

“All voung children do not|
require pre-school training,”
said Mr Campbell. “It must
be accepted that the locality
which most needs a kinder-
garten cannot always get one.i
while some raise the money|
relatively easily.”

Mr Campbell said he
knew of no answer to the
problem of providing for
children in all those areas

(which required pre-school 19%



