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C. E. Beeby, Director of E
kindergarten problems to

night.

“I believe in the value of
pre-school education, and
the problems facing it are
problems created by the
energies and success of those
who have worked so hard for
it,” he said.

Dr Beeby referred to the early
history of the kindergarten
movement, and said that 30 years
ago it was controlled by what
appeared to be an older group
of women. To-day there was
more control by younger mothers.
who put an enormous amount of
work into the movement. The
dominant feature of the move-
ment, however, was that parents
had become believers in the
worth of pre-primary school
tuition and the importance of
these early years in the life of a
child. To-day the kindergarten
movement was regarded and ac-
cepted as a very useful part of
a child's education and fraining.
MOVEMENT'S GROWTH

Dr Beeby said that there were
two things in kindergartens

the years.

ter of wvoluntary action on the
part of parents in providing
them. The speaker quoted figures
to show thé great increase in the
movement, and also in the as-
sistance given by the Govern-
ment, and said that the erection
of 112 new kindergarten build-
ings since 1948 was a “terrific”
record.

“Think how many raffles that

ul 3dLh
. .

o

it
vy I .
JieB oy Mm
0} suem n
senbax e s.
uo awp Pr
wr

e paimbua
aze sasnovd
gpuewl-
-3l Aq paor
peuleizxa n
ur  usyl
sem Apddn-
~Uod Mau J-
sy} ey -

which had chanzed little over|

s

ducation, when he spoke on
the delegates at the New

Zealand Kindergarten Union conference in Hastings last

ymust have meant” he said
(laughter).
Dr Beeby said the Minister

had now given authority for the
| Free Kindergarten Teachers’ As-
| sociations to be placed on the
|rccogniseci footing of a public
service group in regard to
salaries. Last year, £309.000
had been granted by the Gov-
ernment to free kindergartens.
He said there was now a sense
of career in kindergarten teach-
ing and the whole picture was
a very bright one.

Omne reason why the Depart-
ment of Education had set iis
face firmly against the use of un-
skilled and untirained teachers,
scid Dr Beeby, was that the
standard of kindergartens could
not be allowed to fall. He con-
tended that kindergartens must
remain voluntary organisations,
and they should have an organ-
isation on national
levels which would make them
capable of meeting any situation.

THREE PROBLEMS

Dr Beeby said that three prob-
lems faced the movement: (1)
Staffing; (2) training; and (3)
the fragmentation of the admin-
istrative system.

The situation in regard to staf-

This would mean a system of
priority in allocations. and would
mean looking more closely
whether more
could be permitted, or whether

There were people who urged
that more trainees should be
taken in, but it had to be remem-
bered that the cost of education
was rapidly increasing and there
was still a great shortage of
primary and secondary school
teachers, It was the Governt
ment's obligation to staff these
schools first, so it was not likely
that there would be any in-
creased inftake of kindergarien
trainees before 1962 at the
earliest.
AMALGAMATION VALUE

Associated with the problem
of staffing was the need for more
senior position teachers, and
still another problem was that
of training centre buildings. He
said that the greatest problem
concerning members of the Kin-
dergarten Union was that of
fragmentation of control. He
would like to see some amalga-
mation of associations which
would enable knowledge to be

and local |
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Education Head Stressés
Value Of Pre-Primary
School Tuition To Child

“The story I tell is a success story—a story of the
gallant work of devoted women and a smaller number of
men, for a job that they think is worth while,” said Dr
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one under their control.

and = Free Kindergarten
' Union, Mrs. H. McCreanor
i three-day
which

over the
conference

side

annual
opens in the Assembly Hall,
}fastings, late this afternoon.

It is the first time the confer-
ence has been held in this city,
and about 140 delegates from the
North and South Islands will
attend.

The conference is to be opened
by the Director of Education,
Dr. C. E. Beeby.

Mrs. McCreanor said at present
there are 100 free kindegartens
recognised by the Department of
Education giving pre-school exper-
jence to about 13 per cent of New
Zealand's children between the
ages of three and five years. ;

4 pleasing feature of this year’s
work is the renewed interest and
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{¢d keenness of the mothers in their

./

Y| parents’ clubs, discussion groups,
and many and varied programmes

Bee of interesting educational work are
Cov Y reported,” she said.

the st

“It is fundamental to the {ree

peri tkindergarten movement that par-
dathacents should be closely associated
woenrrg with their children when they take
woro their first steps out into the bigger
whe30' new world of experience for which

min nothey are ready at this age. To this

Naty fend, parents are encouraged to said.
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Value of Kindergarten Work
In New Zealand Stressed

The demand for kindergartens continues through-
out the country and there are now 72 associations
affiliated to the New Zealand Free Kindergarten
Union, some administering as many as 30 free kinder-
gartens, while others in ouflying dis

tz%‘f gé:ézéjlm

spend considerable

This was stated by the|children in the kindergartens,” she
resident of the New Zea-|said.

“Between the ages of three and
four years, children eagerly seek

C ; s | companionship with children of
Christchurch, who will pre-|their own age, and need to enter

into active and vigorous construc-
tive play activities, which it is
difficult to cater for in modern
homes.

“The free kindergartens are
serving a useful purpose in the
modern way of living—one needed
more so now than in any other
period in our history,” she con-

| tinueds,

Close  co-operation had been
built up during the past two or
three years between the unionand
the Kindergarten Teachers’ Asso-

| ciation. Shortage of trained staff

which the free kindergarten move- |
ment ~was experiencing, together
with all other professional groups,
was the only hindrance to further
expansion. |

Time at the conference would be
given to the question of recruit-l
ment.

“The Kindergarten Union con=
siders it an absolute essential and
fundamental to its philosophy that
children of these tender and for-
mative years, when the emotional
and social patterns of their very
personalities are being laid, should
be placed in the hands of profes-
sional kindergarteners, specially
trained to understand and cope
with the psychological needs of |

small children,” Mrsi McCreqnor'
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parts of New gathered |
in the Hastings Assembly Hall | WH
| vesterday afternoon for the | ges
| first conference held in Hawke's | hei
Bay of the New Zealand Free| ..
Kindergarten Union.
This was the start of a three-|V.
day conference. Yesterday's | p
éathering was arranged 'n:.'-\il
THE reater Hastings, on behalf of|”
~ HAWKE'S BAY HEI which the president, Mr. H. B.  MSEPTEMBER 18, 1957
Poppelwell, extended a welcome | 3

to the delegates. (M
The conference was formally | w
opened by the deputy mayor, | A
|Mr. A. Kirkpatrick, who also |
| welcomed the visitors. Other | ni
speakers were Mr. T. B. Mac- B
| Donald (chairman of the Hawke's \
]Bay Education Board), Mr. E. J. |8
| Keating, M.P., and Mrs. R.|co
Stevenson (president of the
| Hastings Association). | P

; f

nig

i | Presiding over the conference |th
i | was Mrs. H. McCreanor, Do- th i
1 minion president, of Christ- | ab
£ | church, who expressed apprecia- | ra:
€ ltion of the welcome and for the | cle
i\ |organisation by the Hastings | fir.
| association. { - A
br. C. E. Beeby, Director ot | eard i
: tict

| Education, who wished the Con-

| ference every SUCCEsS, in a brief | §
| talk mentioned that in 1947 the |the
| Government had spent £31,000 | lish
lon free kindergartens, but to- | mo
| day the cost to the country an-|[ape -
| nually was £309,000. He safd!_p s
that it was not realised how | 1@ 3¢
much primary schools owed to
| the Kindergarten movement.

72 ASSOCIATIONS | Barn
| In her presidential report, Mrs. |of t}
| McCreanor said that there were imosk
| now 72 associations affiliated to \was
the union, some administering | attes
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KINDERGARTEN UNION conference in Has
L. R. Wir 1ber and

Stevenson, president 0

Avoid State Control

A warning to the New Zealand Free Kindergarten
Union to make its autonomous units as big and as
strong as possible to avoid the Department of Educa-
tion getting more power, was oiven by the Director of
Education, Dr. C. E. Beeby, at the union’s annual con-
ference in Hastings last night.

=i want 1 avoid the

atting more |

CONSOLIDATION.

Teacher and Pupil

Attend Conference

former president, C.
Hastings Free Kindergarten

ing a break in the proceedl

Kindergartens Urged to
\ |

)

‘Warm Welcome

l FOI‘ Members Of

Kindergartens

Greater Rights for
Granted

Teacher

~
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