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NEW ZEATAND FREE KINDERCGARTEN UNION (INCORPORATED)

EXECUTIVE REPORT 1957858

The Executive has pleasure in presenting its report for the year

ended 31st July, 1958, It has been a busy year, with some important
developmentse

Her Excellency, Lady Cobham, graciously conferred her patronage on
the Union, and closely identified herself with the movement by consenting
to give her name to a kindergarten in Auckland.

The Hon. Minister of Bducation agreed to end the period of consolida-
tion which was introduced in July, 1956, and announced a new policy to
govern the establishment of fres kindergartense

A new and enriched curriculum for students in training was formally
approved by the Director of Education,

The Executive was given the cpportunity Lo study, and comment on,
the proposed Kindergarten Regulations, which it is expected are to be
gazetted before the end of the year,

A further approach was made to the Hon. Minister of Health to secure
minimum standards for private kindergartens, Ldvice has been recelved
that legislation has been prepared and will pass into law shortlye

The Union office accepted the task of distributing the Australian
Pre=School Associations Parents'! News Sheetse

Advice was received with pleasure that

(a) a second assistant to the Supervisor of Pre~School Services
has been appointed;

(b) "Kindergarten of the Air" has been increased to three sesslons
paoch weeks

For the first time, postgraduate bursaries were offered, to encourage
Lindergarten teachers to increase thelr qualifications,

Throughout the country there was a striking increase in the number
of regional meetings of neighbouring associationse.

One of the largest assoclaticnas, Auckland, completed 50 years of
service to the educational 1life of its citye.

The Union continues to grow, Three new assoclations, at Carterton,

Taihape and Te Aroha, have become members, while three others, Greymouth,
Tauranga and Waltara, have applied for affiliation. To them all we
extend a warm welcome and good wishes Tor thelr successe. One association,
Lyttleton, has tendered its resignation in order %o affiliate with the
Christchurch Associations This brings the membership to a total of 76
agsociations - an increase of 20 in the last three years, and a number
which places a heavy responsibility on the President and Executive and
on the Union office. Quite apart from memoranda to agsociations = and
there have been 10 of these = the Secretary has despatched over 700
letters since the last Annual Meeting, Lt Cromwell, Howlck,
Featherston, Hornby, Otorohanga,. Ranglora and Ruawal, assoclations are
working steadily for the establishment of kindergartens, The Union has
kept closely in touch with these groups, to inform them of developments
in policy, and has extended invitations to them to attend this meeting
as observerse Besides these, new commitbees have been formed in older
sssoclations, and enqguiries for information have come from several other
communlties,

Membership of the Union, as of any other organisation, brings
rogponsibilities as well as privileges, and in this respect there are
cortain matters bo be brought to the notice of associations for their
attentlorn.



It is a courtesy to the Union, ad ¢ uty to the Department of
Bducation, that conies of Annunl Reporhs and Brlrmce Sheets should be
sent f()l"\"cxid cacly roox. Onlzr 48 b beon recelved this vear.

Anv chonge in office-bearers should be reported promptly and rceoord
cards of steff members who nave left the sarvice should be sent to the
Union office.

Term returns of a L ndance =nd roll numbers from kindergartens
should be sent o the Directhor of Bducation, not Lo the Union office,

It would be epprecichbed 1Ff assoclutlons furnished prompt replies to
reﬁue%uQ for informetion. The frequent, =nd in some cases, roegular,

to moet this responsibility CuLUeS unnecessary delar end exbtra
o busy office.

early in the wvear. By no m

A request 'ro*n o copy of the Const titution of each zssociction was
< e
this matter,

me £11 associntions have given attention

ZINDBRGARTENS RBCOGITISED AND OFFICLA

5Ty Wirdiaster ho -
The Hon., Hinister his re

¢ cognised four nev %;ndérgarﬁeno during the
vears ilimnertony Testpor Carterton =ud o f in the Blenheim
Association. Officicl Owpening nev u11&“nto n we boken place ab
Hamilt@n, Christchurch (2 , Plimmerton, Westuort, sucslond,
Huntly, Hew Pl?mou*h, jiifohrsinks cn mnd Palmer>ton OMTH, where, for
the First time in the history of the movement, two kindergartens were
opensd on one day, Four-fifths of oll TpCO”Ji;@d free kindergortens are
now in their own buildings, ond more ore in The course of congtruchion.

TERTOD OF COUSOLIDAVNTION AND WRW POLICY.

A1 associstions will be . the terms of the new policy
sanovnced by the Hon, HMinigter of i Sion in June, snd will Xnow of the
increased responsibilities wiich co.g' must nhct in ordo“ to gain

recornition For new kindergertens. Sincere cppreciztion is extended
+o the Hon. Minigter for his generous decilsion to waive the rule that ell

kindergartens in,an sssocintion must have fully-trained staff before
another moy be lished, ond to 2llow &8s OCilﬁ“Oﬂo a longer period of
grace to secure troined stoff, at the terminotion of the DuTlOd of

consolidation. Te arce conscious of the 0“1w11eﬁo offered +o the Union to
recommend the order of pm“ozﬁtv for his Qnroval It ia inevitable that

there will be disappointment in some 5uoOClublOQ39 ot this stage, but we
‘1cve ihet the best interests of the movemcnt will be served by the new

- position has roved, the need for continued
rocrultment of Sdlbu 4irls for this 1 profession is still
urgent. In Ja ; his yesor, bthere gradu:&eu To £111 140

vacont nos:ulons ut the couru“r has been a steadyr

demond for brochur es op hlnuorgﬂfbﬁn iO“lePU, which are veluable aids for
recrultment, while many nssoclotlons heve sent newspaper cuttings of the
publicity they heave achieved

VISITS T0 ASSOCIATIONS AND RBCIONWAL MBITLNGS.

The Union hes been honoured by i1n
new windergortens at Wew Plymouth ond
b Dunedin end Christce nurch.

avitotions to the President to open
Matomatba, and to present diplomas

Tn order to discuss suggestions for the future administration of the
movement, put forword by the Director of Bducation ot the laost Annual
Meeting, the President has trovelled bto make contact with representativés
of 60 associntions this year, by attending regional meetings at Dunedin,
Temuka, Lower Hutt, Hamilton, Pukekohe, Wanganul, Hokitika, Grertown,
o i mesrii e snd New Plvmouth. ond by visiting assoclatlons atb
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Aucklend, Taupo, Wellington, Peremota, Westport, Pahiatua, Torbay,
Whengarel, Kalkohe and Kaitaila, The President is most greteful for the
warm and generous hospitelity extended by all these associations,

Regional meetings have also been held at Hastings, Walpukurau,
Palmerston NWorth, Timaru, Caristchurch, Nelson, Papakura and Masterton,
while advice of further mectings has been received by the Union office.
Trom oll reports it is evident that associations have given careful
consideration to the problzms before them, ¢nd have gained much from the
discussions which arise on thesc occasions.

TR IWING MATTERS,

Representatives of the Bducation Committees of the four Training
iwhres met the Bxecutive in Merch, to consider the manner in which a
notlonel system of training might be set up. Their réport has now been
considered, and it has been =2greed, in principle, that, for the purpose
of training, the country should be divided into four districts corres-
nonding to University bounderies, that non-troining associations should
shore in the administration of Training Centres ond that a separate board
should be set up, within each district, to sdminister the Training Centre
in its area.

The balance sheet reveals a satisfactory position. The Union is
nost groteful to the J. R. McKengie Trust Board, whose generous donation
has provided the opportunity to offer postgraduate bursaries to
kindergarten teachers and to supplement contributions to the I. M.
Jamileson Scholarship Fund.

RETIREMBNTS.

Two well-known figures, with records of long service to the movement,
have retired this year. In Invercargill, Mrs, A, H. Aldridge, whose fine
work waos recognised by the Honour M.3.E. being conferred on her, retired
after %0 years' conbtinuous association with kindergartens in that city,
while in Aucklend, Sir John Allum, whose record extends over 3% years,
has recently severed his ties with the Auckland Kindergerten Association,
o them both we offer deep gretitude for their contribution to pre—school
cducation and best wishes for the future.

D FREE KINDERGARTEN TBACHERS' +SS0CIATION.

ST ZEAL

The Union offers congratulations to the Teachers' Association on its
vecognition by the Hon, Minister of Bducation as a service organisation,
undsr the Government Services Tribunal Regulaotions, There is a close
lisison between the Execubtive and the officers of the Kindergarten
Teachers' Associntion,which must promote the welfare of the movement.
Their Bxecutive has expressed gratitude for the opportunity associations
heve provided Ffor staff members to meet whenever regional meetings have
been arrsnged.

Refresher Courses have been held =t Wellington, Christchurch and
Dunedin, while o Summer School ot Lincoln College is planned for Januars,
1959,

OBITUARY.

The untimely death of Miss Doreen Coulter hos robbed the movement
of one of its most devoted workers. To Miss Coulter's femily and the
Tellinghon Association, we extend sincere sympathy.

QVERSEAS CONTACTS.

The reslisation of the importence of the earlw formative years of a
child's life, and the apprecistion of the community’s responsibility in
thig field, ore revealed in the progremmes of overseas conferences which
have reached the Union office.
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Two conferences heve been held in Brussels this year, 0.M.B. P,
(World Orgenisation for Barly Childhood Bducation), with the theme
"The Challenge of the Children", and The Notional Work Ffor Children
from 1 to 6 wears.

The Austrelian Pre-School Association heas recently concluded its
8th Triennisl Conference, centred round the theme, "The Commmunity Plans
for its Children."

THANKS.

To =1l who heve ossisted the Union in its work, we offer sincere
appreciation end grotitude. We owe much to the Hon, Minister of
Bducetion, to the Director of Baucation =nd the Supervisor of Pre-School
Services for their interest end advice, to the Hon, Auditor and Hon.
Solicitor For their valued professional knowledge, to the retiring
Secretery, Mr., Annand, for his work in transferring the Union's records
to Rotorus snd to member associations for their continued loyalty and
enthusiastic support to the movement in their separate communities.

Tor tho Executive,

H., DOWNER
President.
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