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yde Free Kindergarten on Saturday in-
left, Dr Sullivan, the Minister of Tourism and Associate Minister of Social Welfare

| president of the New Zealand Free Kindergarten

- Union Miss L. M. C. Ingram, the Mayor of Wairoa Mr J. S. Standring, and the president of the
 Wairoa Free Kindergarten Association Mr Tre vor Parker. The $25,000 kindergarten was open-
ed only 18 months after its conception.
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i Wairoa can

claim. a
record. for opening a
second kindergarten in

the town within 18
months of its conception,
the chairman of the Wai-
‘roa Free Kindergarten
| Association, Mr T, Park-
er, said at the official
opening of the North
@Iyde Free Kindergar-

n rgéiten, which
- opened  its

‘a maximum

‘en in twol

air

who officially opened the
kindergarten, said
pre-school education repre-
sented the forward thinking
of both Maori and pakeha.
In the last 6% years at-
tendance at kindergartens.
in Mew Zealand by Maori"
children had increased by
236 per cent, she said. ..
~ About 75 per cent . of the
North Clyde roll is expected
to be ‘made up of Maori
children, ) i
“Ahout” 47 per cent of
pre-school . age  children. in
New Zealand attend kind
gartens, and on a popul
tion basis Wairca must
<this,”  Miss Ingram

0.

1899 and the ideals of
movement have:.
changed over the years,”

The New Zealand:move-
ment: maintains $14 million
worth of buildings, 87 acres
of - ¢hildren’s playgrounds
d@nd spends $600,000 a year
to maintain them,” she said

“Today. we stand on the
threshold of kindergarten
education in New Zealand,”
the chairman of the kinder-
garten’s esta
mittee and :its first elected
president, Mr Whare Cotter,

Sald’.;,
Two of Wairoa’s former

{leaders; Mr R. E Shortt, a

Mayor, and Mr Tom
- a former Maori
officer, had
kindergarten

> he said.

blishment com-~|

There was a lack of com-
munication in Maori educa-
tion between pre-school-and
primary school, and he
hoped the -new kindergatten
would solve. this problem.

The Mayor of Wairoa, Mr
J. 8. Standring, said the
project . involved a great
number of ‘people and or-

ganisations, o .
It was highlighted by a
? ich




