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ALL NEW ZEALAND CHILDREN
SHOULD HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY FOR FRE-SCHOOL ZDUCATION.

THIS STATEMENT WAS PART OF CUR ELECTION PLATFORM
AND WE STILL BELIEVE THAT PRE-SCHCOL EDUCATION

SHOULD BE A RIGHT FOR EVERY NEW ZEALAND CHILD.

THERE ARE MANY PRIORITIES IN THE FIELD.

WE ARE MAKING BETTER PROGRESS IN SOME THAN OTHERS.

NATURALLY, THOSE WHO BELIEVE MNORE STRONGLY

IN THE PRIORITIES WE EAVE NOT PRCGRESSED WITH ARE DISAPPOINTED,

THOSE WHOSE PRIORITIES WE HAVE FOLLOWED ARE FLEASED.

THAT IS POLITICAL LIFE.

ONE PRIORITY WE ARE PRCGRESSING WITH

IS THE HILL COMNITTEE'S RECCUNMENDATION THAT PRE-SCHOCL TE.LCEERS

SHOULD BE TRAINED IK SPECIAL DEPARTLENTS OF PRIMARY TEACHERS
CCLLEGES.

AS YOU KNOW, AN INTERIM SCHELME FOR TRAINING KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS

- IS PROGRESSING WELL AT HANILTON AND KOETH SHORE TEACEERS COLLEGES.

SAND PROBABLY PALNERSTON NORTH WILL BE THE NEXT
4
REORESTART.ISH SUCH A TRAIVING PROGRALL

Ak
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& ARRANGEMENTS FOR OTHER TEACHERS CCLLEGES ARE BZING CCNSIDERED
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RESULTING FROM THESE STEPS TOWARDS CLOSER ASSOCIATION WITH i
@ =ERiNiRY TEACHER TRAINING, |
THE RATE OF GRANTS PER STUDENT TC KINDESGARTEN TRAINING CENTRES
HAS BEEN INCREASED TO THE RATE APPLICABLE IN TEACHERS COLLEGES.
;

I HAVE ALSC RECENTLY APPROVED
PROVISION FOR KINDERGARTEN TRAINEES TC BE INCLUDED IN STUDENT :
HEALTH SCHEMES. ; f

YOU WILL KNOW OF DISCUSSICNS UNDER WAY AT PRESENT

ON THE POSSIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING REGIONAL COUNCILS OF MANAGEKENT
FOR KINDERGARTEN TEACHER TRAINING
AS SUB-COMMITTEES OF TEACHERS CCLLEGE COUNCILS.

BEFORE ANY ASSOCIATION SUCH AS THIS IS SET UP
THERE WILL BE SOME AREAS OF DIFFICULTY TO BE RESOLVED
SUCH AS PARITIES IN STUDENT ALLOWANCES

o
LECTURERS SALARIES AND SO ON. :

4,
BUT PROGRESS IS BEING NADE AND CO~-OPERATICN HAS BEEN PLEASING. 3

EARLIER THIS YEAR YOUR UNION APFROACHED ME FOR AN INCREASE
IN YCUR ANKUAL GRAN
FOR ADNMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES.

FROM THE BUDGET YCU SUFPLIED
IT SEENS THERE ARE TWO ITEMS WHICH SHOULD BE GIVEN SPECIAL TREATMENT

RATHER THEAN BE INCLUDED IN THE ANKNUAL GRANT TO THE UNION.

FIRSTLY THE REPRINTIRG CF YOUR BOOXLET
ON THE HISTORY OF THE FREE KINDERGARTER NOVELENT IN KNEW ZEALAND,

THE ASSOCIATION ESTIMATED THIS WOULD COST $1,200.

I AN PLEASED TC BE ABLE TO TELL YCU
I HAVE APPROVED A SPECIAL GRANT OF $1,200 FOR THIS PURPOSE.



THE SECOND ITEM WAS AN ESTIMATED $1,0C0 LOSS
ON TRAINING CENTRE OPERATING CCSTS
NOT COVERED BY GOVERNMENT GRANTS.

I UNDERSTAND THAT IN DISCUSSIONS MISS INGRAM HAD WITH OFFICERS
OF Y DEPARTMENT
SHE WAS INVITED TO SUBMIT SEPARATELY
APPLICATIONS FOR TRAINING CENTRES INCURRING LOSSES.

FOR THIS REASCN I DID NOT THINK IT APPROPRIATE AT THIS STAGE
TO CCNSIDER THIS ITEN AS PART OF THE GRANT TO THE UNION.

AS FAR AS THE NORVAL OPERATING COSTS OF TEE UNIOK ARE CCNCERNED,
ON THE FIGURES YOU HAVE SUBMITTED,
I HAVE APPROVED AN INCREASE OF $500 IN THE ANNUAL GRANT
TC BRING THE TOTAL TO $2,500
WIThH EFFECT FROM 1 AFRIL 1973.

I FEEL THIS IS THE HAXIMUK FIGURE I CAN APPROVE
AS IT IS IN LINE WITH THE AMOUNT GRANTED TO OTHER
EDUCATIORAL ASSOCIATIONS,

SHOULD CCETS RISE
IT MAY BE NECESSARY FCR YOUR UNION TO INCREASE THE LEVIES
MADE ON THE INDIVIDUAL ASSCCIATIONS.

HOWEVER YCU WILL BE PLEASED TO KNCW
AT FRESENT I AL DISCUSSING WITH IY CABINET CCLLEAGUES
FURTHER GOVERINLENT ASSISTANCE TO THE KINDERGARTEN MOVEMENT
IN THE FORN CF ADMINISTRATION CCSTS OF ASSCCIATIONS
AND ASSISTANRCE WITH THE RULNING CCSTS OF KINDERGARTENS.

I KNOW UNDER PRESENT POLICY
NO PAYNENT IS MADE BY GOVERNMENT
TOWARDS THE ADUINISTRATION COSTS CF ASSOCIATIONS

NOR THE RURKING TOSTS OF KINDERGARTEXNS.
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I AM SURE YOU KNOW BETTER THAN I
THAT RECOMMENDATICON 4°2 OF THE HILL REFPORT
SUPFPORTED ASSISTANCE TCO KINDERGARTENS AND PLAY CERTRES
CN A COINOKN BASIS.

THE GOVERNMENT IN ITS ELECTION MANIFESTO
AND SINCE WE HAVE BEEN IR OFFICE,

HAS GIVEN HIGH PRIORITY TO TEE DEVELCPMENT OF PRE~SCHOOL EDUCATION,

WE ARE THEREFCRE DISCUSSING AT PRESENT
TEE POSSIBILITY OF A GRANT
FO§ EiCh KINDERGARTEN UNDER ASSOCIATION CONTROL.

THIS WOULD, WE KNOW,
PROVIZE LUCH NEEDED ASSISTANCE
POUARDS THE ADMINISTRATICN COSTS OF ASSCCIATICHS.

8.
THIS ASSISTANCE WCULD ALSC RESULT
IN A LESSENING OF THE CONSIDERABLE VOLUNTARY FINANCIAL BURDEN
ON PARENTS CF CHILDREN ATTENDING KINDERGARTELNS.

BEING DISCUSSED ALSO AT PRESENT WITH CABINET
IS THE PRCBLEL OF RURNING COSTS OF KINDERGARTENS.

AT PRESENT AS YOU KNOW THESECCSTS ARE NMET ERTIRELY BY PARENTS
FROI. DCHATIONS CR FUND RAISING EFFCRTS

I AN PERSCNALLY CONCERNED :
THAT FINARCIALLY LESS FORTUNATE COLIKUNITIES
SHOULD HAVE TO FACE THEE DIFFICULTY CF RAISING THIS MONEY.

I RECERTLY APFROVED SESSICNAL GRANTS TO PLAY CENTRES
AND A SILILAR PRCPOSAL FOR KINDERGARTENS
IS PRzSENTLY BEING DISCUSSED.



| . THE ANOUNT WOULD PROBABLY BE NOT QUITE AS MUCH AS FOR PLAY CENTRES
BECAUSE KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS SALARIES ARE PAID BY THE GOVERNLMENT
BUT A SESSICNAL GRANT FOR EACH HALF DAY SESSICN IS BEING

DISCUSSED.

I CAN OF COURSE GIVE YOU NO DECISION AT TEIS STAGE

BUT I CAN REASSURE YOU THE TNO MATTERS ARE UNDER CLOSE SCRUTINY.

ALSO UNDER CLOSE SCRUTINY AT PRESENT j
IS THE WHOLE QUESTION OF ASSISTANCE |
FOR BUILDINGS, FREZ SITES, A 4 FOR 1 SUBSIDY

- AND FREE BUILDINGS IN AREAS OF SPECIAL NEED.

WE ARE SEEKING TC EASE THE BURDEK ON LCCAL FECFLE

iy

IN SEITING UP AND CFERATING KINDERGARTENS IN EVERY WAY WE CAN.

WE ARE ALSO SEEKING TO ERADICATE THE LONG WAITING LISTS OF
5 YEAR OLD CHILDREN
FOR NEARLY EVERY KINDERGARTEN IN THE CCUNTRY,

ONCE AGAIN I CAN AKNOUNCE NOIECISION A4S YET.

I CAN HCWEZVER ALNOUNCEZ THE REMOVAL

OF THE LIKITATION OF KINDERGARTEN STUDENT BURSARIES.

FROM NEXT YE:R STUDENT BURSARIES WILL BE AWARDED TO KINDERGARTEN
STUDENTS '

ON THE SANE BASIS AS TC PRIMARY STUDENTS .

THEREFORE PROVIDED THE CRITERIA OF ELIGIBILITY ARE MET
THERE WILL BE NO RESTRICTION ON THE NUMBER OF KINDERGARTEN
STUDENT BURSARIES

AWARDED IK ANY ONE YEAR.



i
I AWM CONFIDEND THAT IN THE CLIMATE OF GENERAL GOOD WILL
@ .o co-ormrarion
WITHIN THE PRE-SCHOOL NOVEMENTS
YOU WILL ALL WELCCME ASSISTANCE TO ANY OF THESE NOVEMENTS
BECAUSE YOU KNOW IT WILL BE HELPING OUR CHILDREN
WEICH IS OUR COLNON CAUSE

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON PRE=SCHOOL
EDUCATICN
GIVES NATIONAL RECCGNITION
TO THIS SPIRIT CF CC~CPERATION AND GOCD WILL.

OF COURSE YOU ARE STILL GOING TO WATCH CAREFULLY
TO SEE THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS BhChlAu UP ITS PRONISES WITH ACTICNS,

12.
THIS IS THE AIN OF ALL PRESSURE GROUFS IN NEW ZEALAND.

I IRVITE YCOU TC KEEP DOING THIS
BUT I WOULD ABK YOU TO KEEP IN MIND
THE NEEDS OF OIHER SECTIONS OF THE EDUCATION SERVICE.

; I TURN TC ANOTHER TOPIC OF MORE GENERAL INTEREST,

NOT SINCE THE NEW EDUCATION FELLCONSHIP CONFERENCE IN 1937
HAVE ALL NEW ZEALANDERS BLEY GIVEN AN CPPORTUNITY
TO DISCUSS THE FUTURE OF NEW ZEALAND EDUCATION
aND TC PLOT ITS COURSE,

FROM MARCH TO MAY NEXT YEAR
LANY REGIONAL SEMINARS WILL BE TAKING FPLACE THROUGHOUT THE CCUNTRY
TO STINULATE DISCUSSICN ON EDUCATION
AND TC INVOLVE THE WHOLE COMMURITY IN THE PLANNING
PROVISION AND USE COF EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES,




PLAY ITS PART IN THESE DISCUSSIONS
- POSITIVE DIRECTIVES FROM NEW ZEALANDERS
THEY WANT FROM EDUCATION.
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