MISS VARCOE

‘!‘ Perhaps my most interesting and valuable experience was the course
undertaken in Psychology and the Child =t the University of Birmingham.
At the University there was o great deal of building £oing on. The
Education Department is at present housed in an o0ld red brick building
which reminded me of Otago.

The course included lectures in educational psychology, experi-
mental and social and included the teaching of reading and spelling.
Lectures in child development included fenily life. In addition, we
were each able to choose en additional topic and there was 100 hours'
practical work, I have always been interested in the attitude of
teachers towards different methods and my additional topic was giong
those lines,

The 100 hours' practical work included visits to schools of various
kinds, nursery schools, approved schools and Hereford Training College.
I would have preferred visiting an infant school in Bristol being run on
femily lines. The three nursery schools visited were all rather
different. The first one reminded me very much of some of the schools
in our own country and where we saw a free play programme, But the
Space was very limited compared with New Zealand and outdoor space was
almost nil by our standards. The course for nursery nurses is something
similar to our kindergarten course, but not of such a high standard.
Educational quelifications are lower and theory is not nearly so
intensified,

Professor Jeffries, Professor of the Institute of Education, is an
outstanding lecturer.

I then attended a residential course where, together with other
people who had not previously studied any psychology but who were
interested in this subject, the subject discussed was "Psychology of
the Mature Adult". 41l this contributed something towards one's
OVeErseas experience, This is part of one's growing up and is most
valuable,

Later I went to Scotland to Moray House Treining College. They
have a three years' course and a two year probationary period and then
£0 back to tne college for a year's special training. In the same
grounds as the college they had & primary school as well as nursery
school but, once again, conditions were cramped.

From Scotland I went to Gloucester to join a staff of forty.
With the expansion of teacher training programmes in England this
college was asked to include & group who would be training for general
teacher training. I joined the Education Department which included
lecturing in educaticnal psychology, child development and history of
education.

The college is residential and 211 students live in for all of
their time at the college, excepting two terms. This has much to
commend it - I got to know all the students more quickly and became
very invelved in college life.

Each student chooses prineipal subjects from this list - art and
creft, English, history and geography; then she chooses secondary
subject for two years as a complementary subject. A1l students follow
a course of professional subjects; all students do education.

The time spent in practical work in the schools is of shorter
duration than that followed by our own kindergarten directors -
sometimes 3, 5 or 6 weeks. In addition, they spend some time on a
particular zfterncon in the week. Opportunity to lecture in these
varying branches of education was of great benefit to me. As well it
gave me the opportunity to see how & bigger college was organised.
Students work mzinly on the assessment system, which was really quite
hard to work under in some ways = you were never done marking. On the
other hand you had more personal contact with the students. Once &
term lecturers had the opportunity to get together. We discussed
together with the ireg Supervisor teaching irt and Craft and the
handling of all sorts of material in this subject. The importance was
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stressed of all students experiencing this work in their training i
course, because unless they handle this material themselves they cannot
help children to be creative.

I visited a private kindergarten conducted in a house. The
person in charge lived in a top flat. The grounds were the part that
fascinated me, a lovely formsl old garden. I was overjoyed to see a
child with a water pump at the water trough. It was wonderful to see
outdoor space so natursl and so streamlined.

0. M. E. P,

Study Tour of Norway.

In Norway a training course may be undertaken only after four
years' secondary educaticn. During training half the time is spent
in kindergarten training and half in a domestic science college. of
what significance is this for New Zealand? New Zealand can be
Justly proud of its buildings, its equipment, its programmes, its
amenities - something for which lnany countries envy us, We have a
national pattern, our methods are more or less similar in all our
colleges, s0 that we are the envy of meny of the countries of the
world, Meny of these people seemed to me to have & tremendous task
ahead and I admire them for their courage in attempting to solve these
problems.

I met two young women from Africa who were going back to set up a
training college in Uganda. I think we could well often stop and
look and listen and realise how very fortunate we are. We have some
wonderful buildings and we have a2 team of grand workers, but do not let
us become complacent.

I think we should contribute something of cur movement to the
world scene, What should we do with all we heve? We have a lot of
wonderful things, but I wonder if we always make the most of them,

I realise well that so many opportunities are open to us. I hope
that together we will be able to éncourage our people to make the
most of a2ll the opportunities they have to continue their education
by attending summer schools znd courses. The materiel is there - as
800od as you will find in any country in the world. We must try to
éncourage our people to take advantzge of this.

We need to do some research intc the growth and development of
young children. This means New Zealand children. We need further
research on parent-teacher relationships. It is necessary to have
trained people to undertake this study.

I think we should all anticipate in the not-too-distant future
our kindergarten teachers having 2 three-year training course. Some
day our teachers will be trained to teach children up to the age of
seven, In what dircction must we then move?




0. M, E. P. Xth #ORLD ASSEMBLY

'!h STOCKHOLM - AUGUST 12th - 18th 1964
THEME: CHILDREN IN A RaPIDLY-CHANGING WORLD

Five hundred participants attended from thirtyfive countries from
five continents. Members represented many disciplines interested in
early childhocd such as pediatricians, therapists, educators,
administrators, architects, city planners, landscape architects and
psychologists.

Professor Ase Skard, World Presidents of 0. M. E. P., presided at ;
the opening of the Assembly. '

Miss Lisa Smedberg, Chairman of the Swedish National Committee of
0. M. E."P. welcomed delegates, and pointed ocut that child psychologists
had taught us to deal with the first simple maturation, and sc prepare
for later stages of growth and this was important from the point of
view of mentel health. Nations needed to understand e.ch other for
fruitful collaboration, and so establish peace and goodwill between
individuals and netions.

Professor Skerd spoke of our common concern for young children -
this, she szid, caused us 2ll to contribute to educatiocn for young
children. The world is changing rapidly and we needed to hezr from the
developing countries, Changing world communications made it possible
for representatives to attend. We are concerned with the impaet of our
changing world on the children. Rapid urbanisation, densely-populated
regions, parents going from hcme to work, changing mother-child
relationships - all have repercussions on the children. Professor
Skerd then posed the following questicns:

i are local authorities, parents' employers and governments aware
of the need for provision to be made for the children?

2. How much time does the child require mother at different stages
of development?

3. Is the increase in juvenile delinquency due to the loss of father-
child relaticnship at the pre-school stage?

4. Have men a right to work in institutions for pre-school children?

The world arcund the home has been changed and because of the
treffic crowded street the children can no longer "run out to play".
This means that children necd substitutes for the free areas they have
been deprived of. Therefore we must provide play space for cur children
in this rapidly-changing world. O.M.E.P. is concerned with the
problems of the children up to the age of eight to nine years. We
desire to contribute to the development of these children with insight,
and because of the specialists in 0. M. E. P. we should be able to
accomplish this. Ve must try, and improve our knowledge, and also our
knowledge of the research that is being undertaken. All perticipants
had something to give, and during the week we would all have an
opportunity to share, to profit and enjoy ourselves.

Mrs Ulla Lindstom, member of the Swedish Government, said that the
threats of poverty and tuberculosis had prassed, but new demands had come;
that is density of population in the towns and full employment of married
women. Increased demands on the comaunity for the care and attention
of the children, in the form of provision of services such as institutions
for children,and domestic help, have resulted from the changes in our
world.

Burgomaster Helge Berglund, welcomed participants to the city and
said that he hoped our discussions would contribute to a brighter and
better adolescence for the children 2ll over the world; those children
whom we hope will grow intc human beings in a world of cultural and
material development in peace and freedon,

The first speaker was Mrs Ai. Myrdal, member ¢f the Swedish parlizment,
and a founder of 0. M. E. P., who &ave a thought-provoking address on
"The Changing Family Situaticn".



Firstly, she said,man must be made of very resilient material,
because his environment is ever-changing. So often this change i (2 i
rapld end thorough going that it smounts to almost total upheavel. Man
has shown an incredible capacity for surviving psychclogically - if he
survives physically both wars and revoluticns, and he seemed to be
surviving the very thorcugh-going changes which often occur in that most
immediate envircnmental frame of his, his perscnal family. S50 it is no
wonder he is apt to survive also the transformation c¢f the family as an
institution which follows in the weke of the long-term transition of our
social patterns, which is happening everywhere when the age-old scciety
seemingly so static, is hit by industrislisaticn, modernisation and
development.

In western gsocietids women have been hardest hit by the changes
brought about in their sceial conditions, while men have managed to pull
through with their attitudes, their scales of values, their role image,
their inner sense of security much more intaot.,

The question most urgently to be asked is what about the children?
How far are children made to suffer or profit? In what way could
remedies be brought about by purposive policies?  4ny changes affecting
the present generation will reflect themselves also in some changes in
the children's world, =t lecast in their conceptions of men's and women's
roles.

Todey it is within the freme-work of changes as to social environ-
ment - in its widest sense, that we should focus attention on the
specific fete of the young generation. We may scrutinise these
relationships of changes and effects along four different axes, although
they are all interdependent.

1. The change in cultural-morzal perspective brought about by the trend
to secularisaticn, raticnality and reslisn,

2 The change in the demcgraphic situation of the family when
abandoning the large clan family in favour of the nuclear biological
family, and having to count on a much longer life-span for all individuals.

3. The change in the econcmic structure of the femily, transforming
the joint productive unit into a group of individuals with specislised
functions for income-earning and income-spending.

4. The change in physical environment eéncompassing & mass migration to
urban househclds, but also the introduction of a2 wide variety of new
amenities, which sever the visible connection between cause and effect,
leaving us to live in an environment of 'un-nature',

Mrs Myrdal spoke of the untold harm dene to the new generations by
the older cnes bringing conflicting teachings to them., Introducing a
rational, perhaps azgnostic but anyway honest foundation in reality, on
which children can judge =21l the vericus elements of beliefs and ethies
they encounterecd, should, said Mrs Myrdel, be Judged as a very wholescme
influence, within the fomily and be particularly beneficial to the
children. This would free them in the formative yeers of life from
tremendous pressure of fears and guilt feelings, which were inherent in
the teachings of old world religions. Issues must be "talked out", and
this would serve to arrive 2t an objectivisation which could be helpful
in interpersonal relaticns. Early in life children should become
familizr with the "things", and the laws governing them, so that they get
abasic feecling of Security in the material werld, and in their ability
tc manipulste it, Within the family or other closed groups, inducement
should be given to freely talking about zll matvtiers, so that the young
generation becomes accustomed to keep open "the communicaticn lines" to
a close personsl environment.

External factors important for the family are the prolongation of
the individual life-span, the diminishing size of the average family,
the lower age at marrizge and the greater frequency of marriage. It is
sheer miscalculation if pecple think of marriage and parenthocd as being
practically synonymous, because actually the child-rearing period is
becoming a short interlude in the life of adults, Our speaker considered
that there is a trend to make the fewily, its hcusing ete., more instesd
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less child-centered. This child-centraticn mey not be beneficial to

€ children themselves, because there exists & risk of overprotection.
Life being what it is in modern times means there is an urgent need to
develop e2rly =z child's independence, his self-reliance, his ability to
live on his cwn inner resources. This can be translated into a demand
fer a supplementary environment for develcpment alongside the home i.a,
the Nursery Schools. Nursery schocl,, however, must have its continuum
up througk the years, schocls, clubs and so on, which to an increasing
degree shculd fulfil this need for development of an environment cutside
the home, vzluzble beczuse it provides for social experimentation in s
peer-group. Schocl systems must not become instituticnalised
instructicn-machines and forget to previde a prcecess of maturing independ-
ence on the part of the young generation, both in relation to adults,
1o the cutside world cf materizl and economic reelity, and to the co-
operative socicty which the wage-peers might form. The decreasing size
of the femily means there is not s¢ much scope for differenmtiation in
Personality roles and functions and therefore the home environment is a
less variegated one. Of course this constitutes a further justification
for the nursery schocl and its cducaticnal successors, as zn outside
supplementation cf the fanily situation.

In conclusion Mrs Myrdal said that the foundations for the family
have changed. 48 well there is an increase in leisure hours, and we
should realise that we hove naterial conditions for re-creating a more
edequate femily pattern. We must not let ourselves be "bogeed down" by
cutworm cliches, as this would be g reflecticn on cur ability to handle
human group relaticnships successiully. Educators, be they parents,
teachers or cdministrators, must reslise for what a different future they
have to prepare thc next seneration.

A symposium on "Children in High Hcuses and Crowded Streets cnd the
need for Early Planning" was addressed by Mme Herbiniere-Lebert (French
General Inspector of Nursery Schools), Professor Flemuie Kittrell
(Professor =t Howard University U. S. 4.), Professor Sten Egler .
Resnussen (Royal academy of Art (Denmark), Mr Hans wohlen (architect and
Town Planning, Sweden), Lady illen of Hurtwood (Landscape irchitect of
the United Kingdom).

Mme Ika Paul Pont (India and delegate from the Centre Internaticnal
de L'Enfance) spoke on "Problems of Children in Developing Countries".
She said that the world is divided betwecn those who can eat and those who
cannct, and this docs not make for gocd human relationships. We want to
g€ive equal opportunities to all peoples of the world. What does this
inequality for children in the world mean to you?

In U. S. 4. children have all the opportunities to help them over
the difficulties of the beginning of their life. Child's environment
will be provided for him - it will be a stimulating, planned environment.
If his mother works a mother substitute will be provided. The school
takes over the role of his education and if a family disturbance occurs
this will be overcone.

In developing countries for the mother of the more privileged class
conditions are fairly similar, Hewever, for the under-privileged
mother the baby is delivered in haphazard conditions, 2nd in the sixth-
Sseventh month of his existence nutrition difficulties arise,. Thus this
underncurished infant is opeén %o all types of infection, and only one
child in ten survives. Children who survive do not have a chance in
life as there is no cuter stimulus, the hcouse is unfurnished, althcugh
ignorance and incompetence are offset by love, The mother does not go
out tc work, but already works from six o'clock in the norning until
3 p.nm, While she works in the field the children are either looked
after by an older child, by grandma, locked in hut or left by themselves,
The mottc is the best one will win. Educational research is needed, and
we need to ask curselves these questions:

Is there anything for children of pre-schocl age?
Vhat work methods should we use?
How should teachers be prepared?

Every effort nmust be made to understand the conditicns, and we
cannct force cur knowledge on others.
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Mme Paul Pont concluded the discussicn by saying the social fund‘ron
comes first, education comes second and that the teacher is a producer who
distributes kncwledge, as is the dcctor.

Participants discussed each subject in groups and also met together
to talk over problems and contribute their ocwn personel experience,

In addition to films from meny countries on the subjeet of the
Assembly visits were peid to playgrounds, day care centres, kindergertens
and nursery schools.,

An exhibition of equipment, psychclogical raterial, children's
paintings and drawings of handicepped children was well set up and one
needed time to browse therec.

4% the conclusicn ¢f the discussions the 4ssembly stressed the
importance of (1) instigating appropriate lows stipulating the require-
ments for sufficient free areas for children's play, creative programmes
and other zctivities

(2) controlling the use of urban =zg well as rurcl areas for
buildings and road construction so a3 t¢ reserve protected areas of
sufficient number, size and quality for the use of children in all age
groups.

(3) enforeing the demands for the orgaenisation cf day
institutions according to the report of the meeting of Ministries of
Education called jointly by UNESCO and the Internationsl Bureay of
Education held in Geneva in 1961.

4% the clesing plenary session Dr Morgan (Institute of Child Study,
University of Maryland) recalled the highlights of the week's lectures
and discussicns, To every member, he said, the exhibition, lectures and
discussions would mean something different. Basic counvictions, beliefs
and affirmetions have been cxpressed about the becoming of manking
everywhere. The developing of one person is deeply embedded in the
becoming of every person. In some countries there is little opportunity
for self development. We hcld the conviection that philosophy,
Scientific knowledge and resources are available to do something for thet
person. Distributicn of these resources is important, and we must do
something sbout the conditions under which children and sdults grow and
develop in all parts of the world. He stressed the need to keep alive
in human beings the urge to grow, to strive to "become", we should look,
said Dr Morgan, =zt the adolescent, because these present children will
become adolescents of the future. The attitude of the teacher, the future
of teacher training and the future of our children must be cur concern.
Basic experiences and activity not passivity, &lving children what they
need when they neecd it, experiences that cz2ll for stretch and growth, will
keep the urge to grow elive, dynamic and ongoing through time. This will
glve direction to our future behavicur. We need to think about the kind
¢f humaen beings we are trying tc develop. Our aim should be to develop
happy, effectively responsible, creative human beings, who (1) can deal
adequately with change, (2) are not afradd of,the unknown but who welcome
it, (3) can deal with ambiquity,(4{} areadve nt¥Some, (5) can strike out on
their own and learn on their own initietive,® Such human beings are needed
for the future of this world.

The real meaning of the Conference, said Dr Morgan, lies zhead. This
eéxperience has given us something, so that we will become facilitators of
the becoming of boys and girls in the world. It is a question of how
significantly do we wish to live.

So ended this truly wonderful conference, and I felt very privileged .
tc have attended. 4t a meeting of 0. M. E. P's constituents nenbers, I
learned more sbout the activities of a2 national committee and look forward
t0 the formaticn of = New Zealanl national committee. The next Conference
i8 tc be held in Paris in 1966.

T




MISS GLLLAGHER

I cannot promise that I have anything new to say, but sometimes to
say things again might be helpful. You will all know that the movement
has for years now suffered from staff difficulties. In fact those of you
who are in office tcday probably do not realise how precarious the stafi-
ing position was sixteen years 2E0. Staffing is a problem for obvious
reascons. There must be somebody to care for the children; if we are
going to do something of value in the educational field we must have
trained teachers to do the job, This staffing difficulty has been
dealt with in a variety of ways.

4% one time associations cpened new kindergartens where and when
they felt them to be necessary. They could not always see the national
picture or how precarious the position of the movement was, They felt
an obligaticn to the community in which they worked. Somehow hope
elways survived, they always felt that the worst couldn't happen to
them, There was also a feeling that there was somebody on the
committee whc could help, somebody had a2 niece who would like to come
to their kindergarten, But it didn't always work that way, the niece
preferred to go elsewhere.

In 1951 the first action was taken by Government., No new kinder-
garten would be recognised in an association's area unless the
association had its existing kindergartens fully staffed by trained
gtaff. This could only give breathing space; it was only a temporary
relief, but it was hoped that it would be relief that would be lasting,

Meantime kindergartens were beginning in areas where the work had
not previously been done. This policy therefore applied a brake
only and did not fully restore the position. With further deterior-
ation the Government decided in 1956 to declare a period of "ecnsoli-
dation", The word was used rather loosely because there was g
feeling that it covered the situation. That meant, of course, that
by bringing expansion of the movement to o complete standstill we
were able to catch up 2 little. But the Department elso had to think
of the best way out of this peériod of consolidation. There were
large numbers of people waiting and simply to have opened the door
would have meant = great number of new kindergartens. So we have the
policy of controlled expansicn 2nd the priority plan with the list
held by the Union and the policy to treat those who are waiting as
fairly as possible,

It is @5 2 result of these measures that the staffing position is
better than it has been in my time in office. That indeed is something
about which we should re joice, 4t the worst time one teacher in
three was untrained, That there at present are only 6.7% vacancies is
indeed the measure of the brogress made and an indication of the
confidence with which the movement can go forward. The kindergarten
service must always call on untrained teachers during the year. It
will probably be necessary to call on untrained staff to fill vacancies
28 they occur next year, But the future outlock is most encouraging.

Kindergarten service loss can be one year 9%, and the next year
24%. One has to try to guess from one's finger on the pulse of the -
movement which way it is going at the present time. My foreceast is
usually an inspired guess.

Looking back I think what has happened was the beginning of a new
trend - new salary rates, new working conditicns, more people staying
on in the service, but it was Just long enough to make up for our
losses. #nd cnce that trend was established things began to look mogt
encouraging.

Next year, with the bond operating and with better salaries, I
think staffing is now more likely to hold than ever before. We believe
we must now begin to reduce the number of students taken into the
colleges each year. This may not be = rermanent reduction. There
will be no increase in grants tc trazining asscciations. With the
reduction in the number of grants the kindergarten movement will be able
tc choose its students, to choose the best applicants, azs far as possible
the people best quelified tc troin as teachers for our kindergsrtens,
With the improved staffing position the machinery should hold even if
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we get to the point of catching up with the priority list held by ﬂ"
Union.

While the priority system continues the Minister will still decide
how many kindergartcns will be allowed to go forwerd each year., It
Will mean nobody waits longer than part cof 2 year. It could be that
he would allow ten kindergartens to go shead when there are only four
waiting,

The fact that, this year, bonded girls will come into the
kindergertens for the first time brings two points for thought. One
is that we propose to write to the &£irls reminding them of the bond and
pointing out to each that the only thing that will release her from
her obligation iz ill health, Otherwise any girl who does not take
& position will be scught out and the conditicns of the bond will be
pursued. It is ncw 2 matter of life and death for the girls that they
&et 2 position. Those who cannct get one in their home town will
apply tc other asscciations. #880ciations should realise this and
should let the girls know if = position is available, =nd advise them
of their appointment es socn 2s they possibly con. They must let
them know quickly to be fair to the girls and to be fair to the other
associations who are awaiting their decisions.

#sscciations must, in terms of the regulations, take trained
teachers where avzilable. Untrained teachers are appocinted on &
temporary basis only and can be dismissed at any time no metter how
reluctent cne is to do so,

Student Recruitment

It is quite evident thet the increased numbers recruited over the
last few years have been achieved at the expense of quality. To get
the larger number it is necessary to go to a lower level of suitability
for the work, The number of terminations of studentships help to
substantiate that renork, My personzl view is that if a girl is
unsuitable the sooner that decision is made the better. Of those for
whom studentships arc terminated the general reason is unsuitability,

Lest year the Director of Education decided that at least 50%
should have School Certificate as & minimum quelification, Indeed one
&ssociation achieved something like 86% and the overall average was
72%. This year 75% should have School Certificate or better, It
would be greatly to the advantage of the movement s a whele if 25%
hzd Endorsed School Certificate. If there is a basic weakness in the
service it is due entirely to the fact that we have been recruiting
a number of girls who are not basically and cducaticnally fitted for
the job. The kindergarten novement needs leaders in its professional
staff. “hile the Union hzs done whet it can to encourage girls to
take up further study, may I suggest that while there are always people
Who are capable of growing up professionally, the number is 2ll too few
because of the proportion of those who lack the solid educational
foundations on which to build.

The Minister introduced a new period of consclidation in 1961, Dbut
2t the same time allowed fifteen kindergartens to &0 ahead. Since then
no new kindergartens were zllowed.

In May 1963 nine associations were invited to begin work on plans
in readiness for when they were allowed to proceed. I am dismayed at
the delays that have occcurred and the slowness of these asscciaticns in
teking up the opportunities offered, Of those nine who were invited to
begin plens in Mzy 1963 six are under construction after fifteen months,
Of the fiftecn authorised in Mey of this year some have not submitted
sketch plans, I anm very concerned abcut this, One of our objects is
that everybody should be ready to go ahead at full speed to absorb staff
and take advantoge of availoble staff, There must be esscciations on
the Union's 1ist not ready to procecd, Long delays might make staff
difficult for the association concerned and might create problems for
the movement as o whole, and it is most unfair to cthers who are still
waiting, I think in future when assceiations invited to submit plans
do not do so promptly, they should be withdrawn from the list and the
Unicn should be asked to nominste the next associaticn,
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Borrowing Principle

This is a practice which could be open to the gravest objection,
four association is the responsible body for =11 the kindergartens in
the area, and while there is no legal objection to lending =2 new
committee money to build, there is this problem, Very often they are
in places where the need is greatest, but where there are young families
with heavy commitments in their new homes., They are the most difficult
Places and this is something which must be watched. There is the
bractice of associations lending money to the committee and requiring
them to pay it back, They manage with o ninimum of équipment, they
Scratch along without finencisal support they need so much and all their
reésources are being used to repay their loan. Paying back is a very
bad thing indeed. Why not give the noney? The other difficulty is
that an association, in supporting and backing a new kindergarten, will
divert all available funds to the new project, thus depriving establish-
ed kindergartens of the maintenance mcney.

And now what of the future? The kindergarten movement has shown
from its early existence that it is capable of change and development,
Dunedin proudly stands as the leader who took steps to provide kinder-
gartens because of the social needs cof the children of the day. In
doing this those leaders of long ago called on the knowledge that was

decide what could be done for these children and how best it could bpe
done. There was a general looking to the future and hope of the great
things to come, but the saying in this day is "in this chenging world
of ours",

I would hope that the kindergarten movenent would continue tc show
thet it was aware of changing needs in our immediate society and aware
of our chenging needs in the world at large and be able tc make use of
knowledge available about young children, how they grow, how they
develop and how best We can help them t¢ reach their optimum in each
stage of development. There is the danger that the kindergorten
movement may hove reached a plateau in its development or that it may
become stagnant in its education knowledge, I say this because I
wonder if, in its efforts made to provide the money, we have begun to
loose sight cof the children for whom we ore all concerned. annual
reports show that there is nething constructive cor creative being done
about the children for whon we are sc deeply concerned. How refreshing
it is to read of the aspirations of an associaticn who is developing
its educational Programme.

How much of this Unicn conference is taken up with busiess to the
eéxclusion, to the cramping of anything that means knowledge, educational
pProgress and educational aims of the movement? How much does the
average council member haove the opportunity to keep abreast of the
trends in education, In education generally, but in pre-school work
above all, the most important heritage of the child is his family,
However good the provisions we make for the children in the kindergarten
it is not sufficient without doing it for his family, He must have
consistency in the attitude of the adults closest to him, Insofar as
parents develop in their attitudes so it is that children learn to
accept or learn what is the accepted thing. In extreme cases, where
there is bad dissension in the home or where the child is handled by a
large number of adults, he fails to make satisfactcry progress. For a
happy child we must have consistency in the home ,and between rarents and
teachers outside the home, How can we proceecd if perents do not
understand what we are trying to do and if we do not understand the
attitude of the parents towards what we are trying to do.

We find that it takes a certain time to generate energy for play.
The child needs ample time to complete his task if he is to develop his
powers of concentration. Interrupted play is spoiled play. There is
the question of the programmes where the most significent change has
taken place and the kindergarten has shown itself able to take and to
make use of the knowledge we have gained. ¥hat must the teacher do in
order to extend the children in her care? There are indeed opportuni-
ties that are ncot fully used. There is no kindergarten association
that is availing itself at the present time of the facilities for adult
education courses available, This service is svailable and if
associations could see that on every asscciation council there was an
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education officer, then progress would indeed be real. .’

hAssociations could make more use of the pre-scheol officers of
the Department in this direction. They are prepared to spend more time
at this work if you will call on them and try to arrange for a
meeting of this kind, Progress will be possible only by having an
informed group of people, only by this can we meet the challenge of
the future.

I have been in this work for nincteen years and there has never
been a time that I have not been grateful for the ocpportunity this
time afforded, I would say "thank you"to the Union and to the
Presidents ¢f the Union for elways having given me the opportunity
to speak to conference. I would say "thank you" to the people I
have worked with, 211 the years when I knew everybody, "thank you"
to the Councils who have borne with me when I have been at my most
difficult and "thank you" to all Ffor the Joy that this work has
brought me.




