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Figure 1 Rachel Selina Reynolds nee Pinkerton 

 
Rachel Selina Reynolds was a key pioneering figure in Dunedin’s free 
kindergarten movement and an activist for women and children. In later life her 
crusade for the free kindergarten cause extended globally in a series of travels in 
Britain, Europe and America. Interviewed in 1908 by a local journalist, she is 
quoted as saying that where ever she went she strenously preached free 
kindergarten. “I said. “Don’t expect results in one year, or in two years but keep 
working away, and in twelve or fifteen years the progress made will astonish 
you.”      

 ‘Free Kindergartens’ The dark side of London’. Otago Daily Times, 30 December 1908, 26 

 
 



 

Timeline – some key dates and events 

1838 Birth – Adelaide Australia, the eldest of six children of 
Eleanor and William Pickerton 

1855  Family arrive in Dunedin     

1856   October 

18 years of age  

Marries William Hunter Reynolds, a 34-year-old 
merchant and member of Otago’s Provincial Council. 
The couple have 9 children     

1864 - 1871 Involved with Learmonth Dalrymple in a year 
campaign to establish girls’ secondary college in 
Dunedin – the first public secondary school in the 
colony  

1871 - 1877 Worked with Dalrymple in a second campaign – this 
time for the right of women to enter university.  
Partially granted in 1871.  

1863 – onwards  Prominent member of St Andrews Church – Rev 
Rutherford Waddell  

1874  Member and later leader of the Ladies Association of 
the church formed to handle the collection for the 
poor raised by congregation contribution 

1879 Involved in short-term campaign committee to 
establish a crèche in the city.   

1883 Responsible for Sixpenny Clothing Club – a broad 
based six monthly collections across the three 
churches. 

1885  (May) Visit of Mrs Leavitt WCTU of America. Reynolds 
involved in establishment of Dunedin branch of 
WCTU 

1885 (September) Establishment of ‘Friendly Aid Association. 

1887 - 1889 Supports Waddell in campaign against sweated 
labour conditions in Dunedin  

1889 May Attends meeting with the object of forming a public 
kindergarten. Appointed to Committee to consider 
the practicability of establishing a Kindergarten in 
Dunedin.  

1889-90 First President Dunedin Free Kindergarten 
Association  

1891 Supports extension of franchise for women 

1892 (April) Appointed vice president of Women’s Franchise 
League Dunedin 

1893 (September)  Signs the Women’s Suffrage bill and supports its 
progress into law.      

1899 Death of husband, William Reynolds.  

1900  (January)  Steps down as president in order to travel to England.  

1902-6 President Dunedin Free Kindergarten Association 

1906 February  DFKA Farewell event prior to leaving to travel to 
Europe. See ‘Mrs W.H. Reynolds and her works’, 
Otago Witness, 14 February 1906, 49.  



1912 October  Kindergarten Conference, Dunedin - Presents paper 
titled ‘The Montessori System of Education”  

1913 (Sept 12)  Attends opening of Rachel Reynolds  Kindergarten 

1914 - 1920  Extended travels to Europe. Accompanied by three 
daughters.  

1928, (21 August) Rachel Reynolds dies.  
 

 

 
Figure 2  Rachel Reynolds Kindergarten opened 1913. NZFKU Kindergarten 
Buildings Album, Ruahine Kindergarten Association Archives. 

 
Figure 3 Rachel Reynolds’ personally handwritten passenger card for travel from UK to NZ in 1919.  
Passenger Lists Leaving UK 1890-1960. 1919. 
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