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•  From 1957 to the mid 1970s the annual 
Talents Show was a much anticipated and 
popular event on the Manawatu social 
calendar.  

•  M o t h e r s C l u b s f r o m K i n d e r g a r t e n 
Associations in Palmerston North, and 
Pahiatua, Levin and Marton united to present 
a joint production of items that ran for two, 
sometimes, three nights and a matinee at the 
Opera House, Palmerston North. 

•  The women wrote the items, made the 
wardrobes, and assisted kindergarten fathers 
roped in to build the scenery and backdrops. 
Whilst an important social get-together for 
many kindergarten mothers, the show also 
made a profit that was shared across the 
kindergartens involved.   

•  Kindergartens took turns to be the host 
committee.      
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‘Talents’ Rules - who may participate?  
Talents	  Committee	  Rules	  stated	  any	  married	  women	  with	  children	  at	  a	  
kindergarten	  may	  take	  part	  in	  the	  production.	  	  
Clari9ication	  was	  sought	  at	  a	  Meeting	  of	  Talents	  Committee	  on	  10th	  
December,	  1968.	  	  The	  committee	  was	  asked	  to	  rule	  on	  whether	  an	  
unmarried	  mother	  with	  a	  child	  at	  kindergarten	  may	  participate.	  The	  
committee	  asked	  the	  	  Associate	  Secretary	  to	  check	  on	  this	  ruling	  and	  
advise	  the	  committee.	  
Subsequent	  minutes	  are	  scarce.	  However	  an	  early	  1970	  memo	  send	  to	  
mothers	  clubs	  and	  social	  committees	  continued	  to	  assert	  the	  original	  
rule.	  	  
Change	  was	  clari9ied	  in	  the	  Minutes	  of	  Manawatu	  Kindergarten	  Talents	  
Committee	  for	  May,	  1970,	  Mrs	  Stevenson	  reminded	  delegates	  that	  
unmarried	  mothers	  may	  participate	  in	  ‘Talents’.	  It	  was	  suggested	  that	  
delegates	  should	  read	  the	  rules	  to	  all	  participants.	  	  	  	  



‘Talents’ Show – Follett Kindergarten Mothers Club c.1968 

“What memories. Our skit was about 10 min long and I remember we sung ‘Surrey with 
a fringe on top’ and ‘I’m just a girl who can’t say no’. A lot of work but so much fun.” 

Photo and text: Marion Cairncross (Soutar)  
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1972 “TALENTS” GO 
INTO RECESS  
The Manawatu Association decided the Talents should go into 
recess 
 
One of the points raised was that Local Committees gave much 
time to Talents and therefore had less time for other fundraising 
activities 
 
The Talents Committee was disappointed with the decision but 
agreed the matter was fully considered and that it was not a rash 
decision.   
 
  Minutes of the Manawatu Free Kindergarten Association Talents Committee, 22.3.1972  

 
    
  


