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life of thousands of the future men
and women of the Colony, should be
Jeft to run riot in weeds and other

poxious growths? Isit in the interests of
the nation over whose welfare he watches,
that no attention should be bestowed here ?
1 ask the questim ~on broad grounds.
Happily there is encouragement in
thought that our present Minister of Educa-
tion, Mr Ballance. is personally in bearty
sympathy with-the writer in the wish to
h infant schools on the Kindergarten
principle in our midst, ¢ It would be well
to popularise the idea, bow would you have
such schools organised ? = Let me have sug-
gestions and iuforw ation,” are a few of Mr
Ballance’s pointed remarks made on a late
occasion when the subject was. brought
before him. Yollowing up bis advice, it is

roposed to give, in afew papers to the Orago

aily Times, a sketch of the Kindergarten
method of infant education, a method now
finding firm footing in England, America,
and elsewhere. ‘The source whence the in
firmast n is derived is from papers s-nt by
the friendly hands of Miss Bues, of Looden,
‘alady whese name is already associsted with
the progress of education in Orago.. M ss
Buse is a member of the London Fiibel
Society for the promotion of Kindergartens,
and the papers are chiefly contributions to
the Society, written by its president, Miss
Stirreff, from which I shali quote freely
when necessary. ““But whatis a Kinder-
garien'?” rays many areader; and to those
who know, it may be sufficient to say that,
except by percons directly interested in
education, 1t has been fournd that there is
very far from a general acquaintance with
the subject. An article in a )7 Ty
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forthwith he set about pleading, plann;
devising, and before Emﬂ.;mng ﬂac%hw,mwam
gratification of seeing nambers of Kinder,
gartens established throughout his father.
land.  Like many others whose lives are g
sacrifice of self to the pursuit of some high
purpese, bis worldly coods were fow, and m:
the prosecution of his great work it i3 re.
corded of him that day by day he would
travel on foot wmany miles, ?ﬁ:ms»m% restin,
at night upon the green sward, with :mm
ambrella for his bedroom, and a kuapaack
for his pillow.”  Gradually, as the svatom
made itself known, it was taken up in France
and Switzerland, thence to America, In
England, as far hack as 1851, the firas Kinder-
garten was established in London, by M,
and Madame Ronge, both enthusiastic dis-
ciples of Fribel.  Their laboura excited much
interest, and elicited the spontaneous and
public commendation of Mr Mitche 1, one of
her Majesty’s school inspectors, Here ang
there other Kindergartens sprang into exig.
tence and flourished, yet the uﬁ.m»«,ﬁ did
not make that advance that it undoubtedly
deserved.  Nor should this act as a caittinn
to us on this side the globe. Who
that thinks at all but deplores thag
B glind, with all her power of intellect,
sbould be e dull to everything like an
appreciation of the philorophical “principles
that underlie the mental training of indi-
vidual Luman nature?  There, “perhaps
hardly anything would be more diffeult
then to make the veed of the Kindergarten
f:1t, because of the pre-emivence of its merity
as a procwss of harmonions development of
the whole nature, i seicntific EV...“ poles,
Nnmm Q.érow.zn advocacy, however, by Triends
of

afew evenings since is about the oEw. local
moties of she system that has appeared.

It needs not, therefore, to apologise for
beginning at. the beginning. The words
“kinder garten ” are German, and may be
translated into - *“children’s garden,” or
‘‘garden  of children,” the latter m?.mum a
pesfectly clear idea of the meaving of the
term.  We speak of a garden of tluwers, the
flowers being there for cultivation ; in ke
mannet the Kwdergarten is for the training
and cul:ure of that most tender and wonder
ful flower—the infant human being, The
special features which it exercses for thig
purpose were devised and founded by a
German named Frederic Frobel, who stands
out conspicuous as one of the latest bene-
factors of bis kind, in bis clear enuxciation
of the prirciples which shauld guide the
educator. * A'born philanthroyist, he made
this the w?:@ of his life, the theoretical out.
come omaﬂusr is an incomparable work
m.».:mm < The Education of Markind.”

But,” said he, «] must cee infant gardens,
Imuss see my theory put into practice,” and

tcati oy of whom, of conrse,
recognise its true basis—have at last suo.
ceedrd so well in popularising the Kinder.
garten, that now the wish to promote the
#ystem far outrons the means, A late re-
mwo% of the Frobel Srciety states that great
imitations toits ¢fforts are imposed by the
want of trained te:chers, applications for
whom from a'l parts «f the kingdom are far
o excess of the nnmber of students who
enter themselves at the training school, The
latest triumph of the system is the acknow-
ledgment of 1ts merits by &
chairman of the London Schoal Board,
Beard has now adopted ir, and already a
Normal Training Tnstitution is organised for
Nwm MM.F..M;% of thoroughly trained teachers for
o Mgmu_.,mﬁ,mp:@m attached to their ordinary

Frobel, as has been said, was born i
Qmamu.&. and from hia amJ..mmlw years »T,w
yaE»uA intellect wae for bim a enhject of
absorbivg interest, When a man of mature
years, he entered himself z pupil of Pesta.
Jozzi, then of Enropean fame; but in the
cSma”lnmunwEm, which was the cheral do
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bataille of this reforaer of infant education,
Frovel failed to find a eolution of the pros
blem of which he wasiasearst, He ¥ caroed
to probe int> yot greater depths of infant,
patare—spiritusl, moaral, intel al, and
animal deptbs—of which Pestalozzs tesch-
ing seemed but 10 totes the carfane  Afresh
he gave himeslf up to study, and spending
much of hus time io commumon woh Natare,
he became her hastener and sntecprotes ; he
watched her opsrations and o vestigat - the
results with a yet greater earneatness, and
to this end : that no system conld equal, far
less be superior to, traiving the buman plant
thap Nature's own. Here, then, was what
he had been groaning to discover-~in Mr
Payne’s words—*‘a system working har.

iously and jstently towards a gelinite
end, and securing positive resuits; a system,
too, strictly educational, whether we regard
the development of the faculties employed,
or the scyuisition of knowiedyge, as accom-
panyisg the development-—a syst-m 1o
whuch the hittle child 1s the pupil aud Naure
the educator.”

The leading principles dedaced by F:d
Miss Strretl sums up under five heads, a3
follows :—1. All the facultiss of the child,
mertally and bodily, are to be severa
drawn vut and exereiged a3 far as age silows.
2. The powers of habit and association—
which are the great imstruments of all
education—of the whole training of hie, must
be brought to beat from the earliest dawn of
inteiligence, with a gysiematic parpae. 3.
The active instivets of childbood are to
be cultivated through manual, no less
than threugh mental work, and made
an essential part of the traiming. 4 The
senses are to be trained 1o accuracy as well
23 the head. 5. The children rmust learn
how to obaerve what is paved before them,
and to s it truly-—-an scquiremsnt which
every teacher of science or of drawing will
appreciate.

To wors out these prineiples Frobel de-
vised his practical metaod of infant eduea-
tion, and the very name he gave to the
place where his play-lessons were to ba
given, marks his purpose. The foreign
name, “‘Kindergarten,” England has adopted;
its literal meanieg has already been ex-
plained.

As DPestalozzi did before hnim, Frabel
appealed to mothers, but he also weab
further, and appealed to women generally,
as the true educators. Miss Suirretf writes
strongly on thie point, and her words are of
universal application. The system, she says,
even for its partial applivation, requires ths
thorough training of womien teachers, but for
its application as a means of pational reform,
would require tha$ mothers should be edu-
cated for the sacred office—that women
generally should be taught to consider that

intelligent caze of ths youog is the first and
sl smportant work for which they need
fit themsslves. F fucation in the norsery,
and for years after leaving it, is inevitably

swomen's work, and 1o oue-thing in the
vebivie osider of ,tse Uwverss has Natare
wpoken tnore stroagly tean I this.  She

mmakes v impoegible Lor as o alier 60 moduy
her law.  Fro el kuew tha sud he is the
drat who has brought a wide stady of homag
waturs to bear woon isfant afs ana to
reducs to yystem vigervations tous
made.

of devel pm nt indicated by
st netive Lendescies, and 1o b advics to
muthers, is minute in bow these tendencies
are 1o be directed, Growth in one direction
must o0t be allhwed to supersede or hinder
growta in apother, and whilss all the facul.
Ules are necessary for perfect hie, care musy
be ex-reised in ading toeir ddvelopmentinto
harmony with each otner, and the Kinder-
garien gives the opporiunity fur the prac.
tical expesition of these pronciples as regarus
children frum three to seven years of age
And the iraining takes 1o the cnild’s whole
naiure, awling 18 expaosion physically ard
moraliy, as w-ll as intetlectually. 1he
rhythwicsl movements, the daseing and
einging games are ot only good for the
beaiih, but they make she Lkiubs suppie and
improve both eye snd ear, and woreov T,
make the cbild bappy and joyous; whie tue
moral traiving s carried 0 throwgh the
habit of strics and unseasoning obediener,
under a gentls law ever reforming o shie wisl
¢1 G d, who has placed be'pless isfancy under
1hat joviay care which repre-euts His cesse-
Lss lovs for all bis creatures Apnd «y
directing observation to order and beauty in
exiernat thiogs, and in huwun copduct, a8
maaifestazions of (yoa's rule and presence
throughout the world, these thipygs suray
tend %o furm religions and moral associativns
which, long before the age when any cate-
chism would be iotellizible, prepare toe
miad for the receptidn of ali that is highest
in Christianity or ia pailosophy.

In a paper caiel *° Education foo
Literary,” Dr Hodzson remacks ‘‘that the
strange exaggeration of the etlicacy of read-
ing and wriing is an ipb-diaoce from she
still dominant bookistness of the age ' ; snd
evidently Fiabel, 'n his treaumenc of the
. belief, for no books are

feryarten, and tue wecnavical
proc ss of writing is acquired insensibly, the
easy traving of lett=rs and words belng tke
simiple resalt of the training of the eyes
to see correctly, d of the A:; over
the use of tae fogers. That
books are used, is betsuse no ideas or
facts are bronght before the child that he
cannot understand and test, Thus, in the
play lessons wish cubes and othsr figures

no




the teacher simply rules the order in which
‘these xhall be approached, using correct names
for everything, which tre Little learner must
also use; but the observation of reseblances
and differences, the comparisons made and
the conclusing arrived at, are the child’s
own ; 1f -he make mistakes these n e pointed
out. . In this way the child handl-s every
object, looks at it, examines it 3 if any-
thong is buils with his bricks, or drawn for
him as a wo fel, forthwith he draws or bni'ds
similarly for himself, Thus the instinct of
acuvity is satwfied, and the training of the
hands, the senses, and the mental faculties
are carried on simaltaneously, laying the
most solid foundation of edueation.

The Kindergarten motto is * Play is the
labour of the child,” and aceordingly Fribel
utilises play in every form as a means of pro-
moting his purpose. There are first the
active games which constitute a large part
of the daily exercises, and are participated in
by even the very * wee ones,” who cannot
yet ““ employ th- mselves,” or join in games
that require skill or” application. These
games consist caiefly of a great variety of
graceful bodily movements, timed by the
vocal music of the children themselves. The
little songs set to this music are in simple
words that speak of nature oc the affections,
or iucite to deeds of aindness, heroism, and
such like. Miss Sherriff says that konder-
guten dancing, as it is calied, differs from
the ordinary mfant-school dancing, in that
the movements are at once more free and
more rhythmical. A greater variety of
movements are extcuted in time and order ;
the children do not merely walk to music,
but perform various actions which bring
each limb in turn into exercise, and which
give suppleness as well as strength to the
muscles.  The joyousness and cheerfulness
wita which these exercises are gone through
by the children have the happiest effuct
upon their health and temperameant, whilst
the important habits ‘of closeness of at
tention, order, regularity, and simultaneous
movement are being cultivated. With
sume  of the toys that are used in
the Frisbel wraining, the publ.c, even in New
Z-alsnd, are not altogether uvfamiliar, inas-
much as ‘“‘Kindergarten games” are to be
seen in the royshops, thouzh their real pur.
pose is knowa to few. As playthings they
somerimes fiod their .way int) nurseries,
sunply as adding to the ity which,
fortunastely for the mental and moral future
of their occupants, is ofiener than not far
too extensive, ‘] really don’t know what
to take home to Bob and Johnny,” said a
young friend to the writer the other day, as
1nquiringly she looked round the heaped-up
shelves of a toyshop; ‘‘they seem to have
everything alveady.” Mentally I groaned,
as with the habit of reflection niy mind
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quickly took in the possible consequences to
Bob and Johnay, Children, and already
they have everything! The remark is the
solution to much that is characteristic of the
young colonist—a restless unsettledness, a
coastant flitsing from this tuing to that,
which parents and friends, in sheer
thoughtlessness, unconsciously encourage
by thelr lavish expenditure, and con-
scquently almost limitless supply of toys
to young people. Our teachers con.
stantly tell wus of the difficulty they
have in gotting their pupils to concen.
trate their thoughts upon avy one subjecs,
and who can doubt but that this matter of the
many toys does its part in inducing a roving
habit of pnd.  Prosperity is a blessing, bus
not an unmixed one, and if we use it by
opening our hearts to spoil the future of our
children, far better it were not ours.

This is rabher a digression, but 1t is made
to give, as it were, one more reason for the
need of tbe Kindergarten amongst us, asone
of its chief efforts is to discipline the faculties
into obedience of the will. Thus one of the
main difficulties the school teacher has to
contend with—the want of mental control on
the part of his pupils—would be removed by
the time they entered upon the usual school
course.

These ¢ toys,” then, used in the sedentary
games of the Kindergarten, are, in reality,
the tools with which the teacher works,
Fribel invented them, and gave them the
pame of ‘‘gifts.” Miss Sherriff waxes
wroth at the idea of their being regarded as
mere togs, or even used as a means of giving
common object-lessons, “Nothing,” she
says, ‘‘can be further from the inventor's
purpese.  In his system they stand as ne-

. cessarily-connected links ; that to fuse into

a lesson work and play is the object of the
Kindergarten, und this fusion becomes pos-
sible only when the objects with which the
child plays allow room for mental not less
than bodily activity.”

Miss Sherriff prefaces her description of
the “gifts” with the remark that the sub
ject is unfortunately dry, and that without
the assistance of diagrams it is hardly pos-
sible to make it quite intelligible, ~ Still,
Miss Sherriff has succeeded so well in dealing
with the niatter, that a perusal of her paper
leaves a clear impression of the method of
carrying out the Kribel principles, She
takes the games‘in order, and I transcribe
her deseription verbatim :—

¢ The first gift is the Ball —Each child in
the class is provided with one they are all
of the same mize, and have a short string
attached by which they may be suspended ;
but they are of different colours. The first
purpose of giving the ball, as with every
other ohject successively presented, is to
draw the child’s attention to the obvious

peculiarities thab distinguish it from other
surrounding objects, whether in form, in
colour, in texture, or in Eomon?mm H .aupn is,
whether hard or soft, fragile or elastic, &e. ;
and the ball is first selected on account of
the simplicity of the spherical form making
& single impression, requiring, therefore, no
combined view of different lines and surfaces.
The game or exercise consists of a series
of movements executed with the ball, which
is now raised, now lowered, placed to the
right, then to the left, p2ssed from one hand
to the other, from one child to another,
noting the effect of each change in
relation to the other objects and  posi-
tions—the movements, now quicker, now
slower, being always executed by -word
of command, and premptly, exactly, and
together—things which some may smile at as
part of a school lesson, but which are not
thought unimportant on the parade-ground
of a regiment. At the beginning and ending
of such game, whether in opening the box
that contains the *gift,’ in taking out the
objects, in passing them along one from the

hension expressed in childish language ; the
whole aim is to direct infant observation to
perceive, and budding intelligence to seize,
the true aspects and relations of such objects
as are presented to them, and at once to
acquire the familiar use of the right terms,
which must bs learned when real study
begias,

““In the use of this sezond gift we do,how-
ever, eater upon the ground upon which
Frijhel’s system achieves the largest measure
of actual instruction in the ordinary sense.
The successive series of exercises with the
cube, the ephere, and the cylinder, aided
later by other ‘gifts’ and instruments of
work, do _impart, as they go, on an accurate
and familiar acquaintance with the facts and
relations on which geometrical truths are
founded, and some of the more obvious con-
clusions are arrived at by a process which
makes them henceforth the child’s own ex-
perience. The advantage so gained in facili-
tating later study is very great, but far
greater is the educational value of the train-
ing which has made accurate observation—

other, the same order and disciplined motion
is exacted ; and besides the results already
referred to, a sense of fellowship is created
by acting together, and the gentleness en.
forced by the teachers, and naturally aided
by the order and rhythm, excludes all out-
ward token of rude or unkind feeling, and
thus, tends to foster the opposite, fo create an
association of pleasure with kind and gentle
intercourse. It may be observed here that
moral influence, direct or indirect, is always
present in this system, and the repression of
gelfishness is a leading object, Nothing in
the child’s whole training is for one alone;
there is emulation, but no competiticn for
rewards, and the chiddren’s temper is saved
from irritation by the absence of all that
souring influence that comes from impotent
effort, and straining over solitary tasks.
““The second gift consists of a Sphere, a
Cube, and a Cyliader.—By means of these
the children’s natural power of observation is
drawn out to discover for themselves the
difference between these forms and the man-
ner in which they could be used, &c. a.dm
have no longer the simple  perception
awakened by the ball, but sides, surfaces,
lines, and circumferences; and when these
are clearly distinguished, the right terms for
them are always given, so that when any
fact connected with these figures is accurately
apprehended, it is also accurately labelled in
the child’s memory, becoming thus of easy
reference hereafter, whether in the advanced
series of this peculiar instruction, or in ap-
proaching the study of geometry. ~There is
this .peculiarity in these games: though in»
tended for such young children (from three
to seven gemerally), there is no attempt to
adapt the truths of science to childish appre-

r from one fact to another—and the
percepti of lati habitual.
The boy who carries such habits to school
will be among his fellows like the workman
who is familiar with his tools, compared to

the novice who is only learning their names.--

‘¢ The third gift is a Cube composed of
¢ight smaller cubes.—The principal object of
the exercise with this is to lead the child to
distinguish parts from the whole, to observe
the distribution of parts, to count them, and:
to discover modes of consbruction with the
pieces he possesses. - The durable lessons
learnt are of arithmetica~d of symmetry; the
former carried by simple steps up to frac-
tions, the latter to whatever figures can be
constructed with  the little cubes alone.
The child does not learn a single rule of
arithmetic till he has discoveved the sense of
it practically ; he performs according to
order certain operations with the objects
before him, divides his little heap, adds,
subtracts, and puts together again ; and lo!
a certain result is there before him. Sorae
brief formula may then be given, and he
himself perceives what his memory has al-
ready done, and his power of doing exactly
the same thing again i8 aided by putting the
result into words. The number of figires
that may be comstructed with the little
cubes is greater than we should imagine
t1lll we see them before wus. . The
most familiar objects are naturally chosen—
a table, a bench, a door, a window, a Emra
of steps ; but each furnishes the teacher with
abundant means for leading the child to fresh
observation, to the perception of similarities
and differences, analogies and contrasts, of
symmetry with its accompanylng sense of

or of the want of symmetry
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can draw correct lines, true both in direc-
tion and proportion. Then comes the draw-
ing of geometrical figures avd patterns
similar to those the learners constructed
with their Jaths and rings; and lastly,
drawings are made from copies of simple
objects or groups of objects. This is about
the utmost that is attained by the little
pupils of the Kindergarten ; nor does F: ibel
encourage a much greater advance at their
age, He reserves it, as other instruction is
reserved, for what he calls transition classes,
the teaching in which is a preparation for
the more advanced studies in the ordinary
schools,

Miss Shirreff finishes her papers on the
Kindergarten by again pointing out that
drawing precedes writing, and that writing
80 far precedes reading that the pupil must be
able to trace at once the sywbols that are
given to him as representing certain sounds,
Reading is sfierwards a matter of easy at-
tainment, .and though these essential arts
are late in being acquired compared with
the teaching by other methods, the wisdom
of the plan can hardly be questioned, The
very essence of the Fribel Principles is to
2id and guide development from observation
of nature and of surrounding objects, and to
withhold the fretting and cumbering the

capacity to- comprehend. “It would "be
curious to inquire, says Miss Shirreff,
““how much of the looge thinking and the
hazy perception of truth which charac.
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terise the majority of even
portion of mankind, might he
to the absence of any delinita :
made in childhood in connection wigh the
instruction given to them. The mindg
children tanght from books are ocol
with words, and words tn them are v
and often wvoid of meaning, O
school they acquire definite Linpressiong .
but thay are acquired at random, & ;
be wholly wanting in AUCUTAL
pressions, however, will exeriisa ore
flueace than what i learned at #ehool, fop
the instraction there given js quite apark
from auy practical region, and has np aolid
foundation in obaervatiog op “Xporience,”
Such is a brief sketeh of what seems 3
rational snd intelligent method of dealing
with children under BEVED Or eight yearg of
age. Tpstead of teirg made re. pients. of
knowledge they cannot comprehend, aud of
facts they da not uaderstand—as, for iy,
stance, being taught arithmetic gy an arf;
nob as a science-the mwain off; t of the
system now under consideration j simply
fo prepare the juind to accept these with
intelligence  when Presented at a more
advanced stage of the mind's matarity,
Finally, to quote Miss Shirreff ance again;
“ Ordinary schools make it their great bugi,
ness to impart knowledge; the Kindergarten
aims at developing the buman being, Itig
only by the fitness of their pupils in riper
Years for the manifald work of life, that the
two systerns can be fairly wompared and
judged.
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