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HE WHO HELPS A CHILD
HELPS HUMANITY
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Kindergarl‘em 6mer59d from a belief of the Glerman philosopher and edvcator
Frederich froebel, that the emotional and intellectval environment of the
nvrsery was oo limiﬁng, for 4-6 yr olds but that they were not ready for
school. The k.inalergarf‘en (or “child 531/016"") became the new edvcational
ingititvtion that developed between infancy and childhood.

‘ Kinalargar’l‘an was the firt &arlbl childhood
movement in New Zealand and
begfm in Dunedin in March 5

1889
Grovernment funaling_ to k.inolargar'l‘eng began in 1904,

e and wag delivered via 5{3}1‘!’4 1o the local committees.



I\/\aw] Richmond

One of the founders of the k.inalergarl'cn movement in We”ingj‘on and who wa¢ a
c‘hfong_ Froebel edvcationist. She wag explicit in her Social, ag well ag Pcolagogjc,al mo—

Migs Richmond saw [itte
ones too small o 50 to ¢chool, gi'H‘ing_ abovt in the dirt on
pavements, dusty, 5rubbl1 learning. langyagp which wag certainly no 59001 for them,
and her tender mother—heart ached for these nag_lcc;l‘eal babies. ‘We must have
lcinalergarfcnc for these children” che caid, and she ¢et fo work to 5_¢+ them.

(Minvtes, WFKA, 1907)
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Giroup Pho+05raph of Mary Richmond and the children in her school,
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P hofographaal by an vnkcnown Pho+05raph6r in abovt 1908.
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Mary Richmond (MERY) opened —
. \ :vh' - . E 79 " In a letter dated from MERS
N ' ¥ mother to her gister 13 APV”

1906 ¢ Dear MER three
¢chools are all 50??\5_ well. The

free k.inalergarfen began with
& infants from 3-5 in age
with one at 2 yr¢ not able to
speak. The school opened on 2
April on the 10th 36 pupils
attended. (and there is more—
Pll brin5 it down at morning_

tea: Migg Marb] Elizabeth

2 \; o 7/ Richmond

- The first k_inalergar’l'en in Tory street, in the c;lcb]an Hall n Welling:!‘on
2nd April, 1906.



An Old Taranaki Street
Early Wellington
nindergarten Kinalcrgarfan on the corner
of taranaki and Frederick

Streets in Wellington, 1918

Becoming a
Kindergarten Teacher

The interior of the
old Taranaki Street

Kindergarten, 1918.
¥/ (From the collection
of Ted Scott.)

As described by
Ted Scott



e lhn 1918 the Wc”ingfon

" o Free Kinalergarh’/n put on an
exhibition in the Masonic Hall
in Bovlcott ¢treet.

Thig Pho‘l’ognph shows the

ildren and staff of the Ta-

ranaki Street Kindcrgarl’en

ovtside the Masonic Hall.

The directors are Migg

Morvis, Migg Hevzog and
Migg Scott

o ho‘l‘ograph and programme In
: e/”ing:l‘on Free Kinalergar’l’en
arohi\/cé.)



The F hilogoPth of Kindergarl'an

P laq I an essential Pari’ of children ale\/alopmen‘l'. Children plab] IS their
work.. Throv5h their Plab’ children learn skills H'\e»] need for life

What (/h”dlféﬂ laarn ’H’W’O\Igh P’a'rli Children learn skills 1o

extend their development, physicaly, Socially, emotionally and intellectvally.

Some laarning_ ovtcomes for children are fo: be
independent, relate to a variety of different people, make friends, be cultvrally

aware and aooepﬁng_ of others, communicate, develop confidence, feel 59001
about themselves, be regponsible, share and co—operate, learn Simple rules and
rovtines, become aware of and appreciate individval differences, be creative,
solve problems, think for themselves, respect for each other and their
environment, beg_'m to learn concepts abovt mathg, science, langyagp, art, mugic,

drama, phyusical education, health, sand and water, cultvre.



The F hilogoPhb] of Kinalergarl‘an

y Young_ children learn 'H’IYOllg_h Pla"l‘ Kind&rgar'l'an aims to meet the individval
needs of every child. Phyical, emotional, Social and intellectval development i

planned for within the programme. :

E\/cw] child g \miqya They progress at their own pace. Kinolergar‘fen takes each
child from the developmentsal d‘agp 'Hf\at? are at and aids them to develop skills o

move on from there.

Children’ learning_ IS not measvred by what ‘I’heb’ take home. The emphagis is on the
process of ‘aloing,’ or ‘cxPcrienoingf rather then the end result.

When children Plab, an1 are: cxploring, cxperimcnﬁng, 'l'hink,ing, oligoo\/cring,
gol\/ing_ problems, mak.ing_ decigiong, being_ creative, acxl‘ing_ ovt gitvations that have
meaning_ to them, uging_ their imagjna‘l'ion, Praoﬁging_ and rcpca’ring, learning_ by trial

and evror and mak.ing_ cholceq.
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Our People

‘Ine fnorowhenua-Kapiti Chronicie, Friday, September 10, 2004

Kmdergarten celebrates 50

Last Saturday afternoon’s 50th birthday
celebration for Cambridge Street
Kindergarten was “absolutely fabulous”,
organiser Betty Montford said.

More than 50 people turned up
to celebrate, which exceeded the
expectations of the kindergarten’s life
member and patroness.

“It really was beyond what I thought it
was going to be,” Mrs Montford said.

“I had a target of one person for every
year.

“Having a first-day pupil, the first
teacher and two who were on the original
committee — when you go back 50 years
to get those people — it’s just great.

“I have had so many people say to me 1t

was a wonderful afternoon.”

Pauline Dobson, an “untrained assistant
teacher from the early days” spoke
about the staff when she taught at the
kindergarten.

Amanda Coulston from the Wellington
Regional Free Kindergarten Association
and original first-day pupil Stanley Rolston
also spoke to the gathering

A variegated elm tree was planted

- to mark the occasion followed by a

“sumptuous afternoon tea”, Mrs Montford
said.

Education reporter Yvonne Tahana
headed down there to see what the
children get up to at the oldest early
childhood centre in town.

Opertaia.

The girls get gooey. From left are Fineata Moala, Madelyn Corner and Christiana

1524e-04

ears

B PICTURE FROM THE PAST

The Levin Free Kindergarten Association was formed at a public
meeting in 1952.

The project was sponsored by the Junior Chamber of Commerce
and by April 1953 nearly 3000 pounds had been raised, an average
g; 100 pounds a week. At the time the population of Levin was

oeggest fundraising effort was a baby photo contest which
produ nearly 1700 pounds.

The land in Cambridge Street where the kindergarten was built
was a joint gift from the Levin Borough council to the kindergarten
and the Plunket Society.

In July 1953 an architect was employed to submit plans and

specifications for a modern open plan kindergarten.

as f

The kinder arten as opened t re first 10 chlldre

oyme. a PV

Talent shows were held from 1958 through to 1970 as a way of
raising money. These shows were held around most of the country
and Levin was in the Manawatu area, which entailed travel to the
Regent in Palmerston North for three night performances and a
matinee. The proceeds of the shows were shared equally between
the kindergartens takln?

“Wonderful fun, and if you were not in a show it meant you had
either just had a baby or were going to have one,” said life member
and reunion organiser Betty Montford.

Pictured is a group in 1962 staglng The Gay Twenties. Those
that have been identified are Rae O’'Connor, Ann Halliday, Betty
Montford, Marion Low, Maureen Carter, Joan Barton, Pam Smith,
Marguerite Lidstone, June Nelson, Norma Wildbore, Ethel Wall,
Pauline Dobson, Edwina Dixon

lﬂg_

in 1952 and opened on September 20th 1954.



),465 households
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Raatu, August 2, 2005:

Kotahi rau tau

ackenzie Davis (3)
Mtucks into some
birthday treats at
a lunch at Berhampore

Kindergarten.
Wednesday'’'s

celebrations marked the

Wellington Kindergarten
Association’s 100th
birthday. Berhampore
Kindergarten, established

in the mid 1920s, is one of

Wellington’s oldest, and
‘was the first in purpose-
built premises. Margaret
Charles attended the
kindergarten in  her
childhood and returned

for Wednesday’s lunch

with her granddaughter
Samantha Graham, a
current pupil. Head
teacher Urmila Parbhu
says the kindergarten
is the melting pot

| of Berhampore’s

multicultural community.
Indian, Somali, Assyrian,
Chinese and Russian mix
with pakeha, Maori and
Pacific Island children.
“People comment on
how nice it is to see so
many different children
just getting along,” she
says. One change Ms
Parbhu has noticed over
the years is that parents
are now busier, often with
both working, and have
less time to help out at

“the kindergarten.
PHOTO: SIMON HAXTON

ScrhamPom Ki nalergar’fen

est 191F

Loma Hills, Ngaire Hastings, June Acbride
(director) Betty Weens, Frue Favitt.

Berhampore Kindy staff 1946

R

Morag. Maloney, Helen Tuapola. Zenaida Savill,
Karen Dalley, Margaret Jamieson 2012
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A little something

And best wishes, foo !
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Facclonate teachers empower ako
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Hanna ysha Sandr'a Br'endon Lou, ane#c F/He,n drea
nne, H'ele/n Jeqny, Andy, Claive, Karen, Toko, ?Janne leremia, Carolm
ob Kim Lovvaine SPDannu Chvictine - Gill -Mandu  Pula Lindu ¢ |



