
Past Logos -‐  
 current 

Wellington Free 
Kindergarten Union 
(Incorporated) -‐ 
1923 -‐ 1978? 

 



  
Kindergartens emerged from a belief of the German philosopher and educator 
Frederich froebel, that the emotional and intellectual environment of the 
nursery was too limiting for 4-‐6 yr olds but that they were not ready for 

insititution that developed between infancy and childhood.    

 

movement in New Zealand  and 
 began in Dunedin in March 5 
    
Government funding to kindergartens began in 1904, 
and was delivered via grants to the local committees.  



Mary Richmond 

One of the founders of the kindergarten movement in Wellington and who was a 
strong Froebel's educationist. She was explicit in her social, as well as pedagogical mo-‐

tives for establishing free kindergartens. 
 

  

Miss Richmond saw little 
ones too small to go to school, sitting about in the dirt on 

pavements, dusty, grubby learning language which was certainly no good for them, 
and her tender mother-‐

 

(Minutes, WFKA, 1907) 
  

Berhampore kindergarten 1945 

Petone kindergarten 1945 



  
  Photographed by an unknown  photographer in about 1908. 

Group photograph of Mary Richmond and the children in her school, 
[ca 1908]                                                                                                      



 -‐ The first kindergarten in Tory street, in the Wesleyan Hall in Wellington  
2nd April, 1906.  

-‐ 
mother to her sister 13 April 

schools are all going well. The 
free kindergarten began with 
8 infants from 3-‐5 in age 
with one at 2 yrs not able to 
speak. The school opened on 2 
April on the 10th 36 pupils 
attended. (and there is more

tea: Miss Mary Elizabeth 
Richmond 



Old Taranaki Street  
Kindergarten on the corner 
of taranaki and Frederick 

Streets in Wellington,1918   



In 1918 the Wellington 
Free Kindergarten put on an 
exhibition in the Masonic Hall 

in Boulcott street. 
  

This photograph shows the 
children and staff of the Ta-‐
ranaki Street Kindergarten 
outside the Masonic Hall. 
The directors are Miss 
Morris, Miss Herzog and 

Miss Scott 
 

(Photograph and programme in 
Wellington Free Kindergarten 

archives.)  



The Philosophy of Kindergarten 

 

work. Through their play children learn skills they need for life 

What children learn through play: Children learn skills to 

extend their development, physicaly, socially, emotionally and intellectually  

Some learning outcomes for children are to: be 
independent, relate to a variety of different people, make friends, be culturally 
aware and accepting of others, communicate, develop confidence, feel good 
about themselves, be responsible, share and co-‐operate, learn simple rules and 
routines, become aware of and appreciate individual differences, be creative, 
solve problems, think for themselves, respect for each other and their 
environment, begin to learn concepts about maths, science, language, art, music, 
drama, physical education, health, sand and water, culture. 



The Philosophy of Kindergarten 

 

Young children learn through play. Kindergarten aims to meet the individual 
needs of every child. Physical, emotional, social and intellectual development is 

 
Every child is unique. They progress at their own pace. Kindergarten takes each 
child from the developmental stage they are at and aids them to develop skills to 
move on from there. 
 

 
When children play they are: exploring, experimenting, thinking, discovering, 
solving problems, making decisions, being creative, acting out situations that have 
meaning to them, using their imagination, practising and repeating, learning by trial 
and error and making choices.  



The Levin Free kindergarten was formed at a public meeting 
 in 1952 and opened on September 20th 1954.  

One of these ladies is Betty Montford 



 
Kotahi rau tau 

Loma Hills, Ngaire Hastings, June Acbride 
(director) Betty Weens, Prue Pavitt. 

Berhampore Kindy staff 1946 

Berhampore Kindergarten  
est 1917 

Morag Maloney, Helen Tuapola. Zenaida Savill, 

Karen Dalley, Margaret Jamieson  2012 



  Lynette,  Rob,   Christine, Gill,  Mandy,   Paula,  Margaret,   Olga 
Absent: Lindy, Kirsty, Susan. 

  Staff 2oo4  

Wellington Region free Kindergarten Assoc 



 



Different era, Different tools  -‐  





      Ka tipu (Grow)                 Ka tohu/ka whakaarahi (Lead) 
         Ka whai hua/ka Rangatira (Succeed) 





Halloween Northland 
Kindergarten.  

Mrs Rose 
 4th 



Passionate teachers empower ako 

Ka Whangaia ka 
tupu, ka puawai 
 
That which is 
nurtured, 
blossoms and 
grows 



Different era, Different tools  -‐ 
 











  Hannah, Alysha, Sandra, Brendon, Lou, Lynette,  Ellen, Andrea, 
Anne, Helen,  Jenny, Andy, Claire, Karen, Toko, Roseanne, Ieremia, Caroline, 
Rob,  Kim, Lorraine, Danny Christine, Gill,  Mandy,   Paula, Lindy, ?  

  Staff

Wellington Region free Kindergarten Assoc 


