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THE OFFICIAL party ot the opening of Wairoa’s North Clyde Free Kindergarten on Saturday in-
cluded, from left, Dr Sulliven, the Minister of Tourism and Associate Minister of Social Welfare
Mrs Whetu Tirikatene-Sullivan, the national president of the New Zealand Free Kindergarten
Union Miss L. M. C. Ingram, the Mayor of Wairoa Mr J. S. Standring, and the president of the
Wairca Free Kindergarten Association Mr Tre vor Parker. The $25,000 kindergarten wos open-

19-3-1978

ed only 18 months o

fter its conception.

Kindergarten record
is to Wairoa’s credit

Wairoa can claim ajwho officially opened the 1899 and the ideals of the he said.

record for opening a
second kindergarten in
the town within 18
months of its conception,
the chairman of the Wai-
roa Free Kindergarten
Association, Mr T. Park-
er, said at the official
opening of the North
Clyde Free Kindergar-
ten on Saturday.

The,; k'indcrgartcn, which
cost $25,000, cpened its

doors to its first intake of apove - this,”

| ehildren on March 5, and

{Wwithin 'several ‘weeks should|

| be catering for a maximum
|intake of 80 children in two
i daily sessions..

4, The national president of
%hg-)_\"ew Zealand Free Kin-
lergu.rtou Union, «Miss T

i. €. Ingram, of ; Nelson,

tkindergarten, said
ipre-school education repre-
sented the forward thinking
{of both Maori and pakeha.
i In the last 6} years at-
| tendance at kindergartens
| in New Zealand by Maori
| children had increased by

236 per cent, she said.
| About 75 per cent of the
|North Clyde roll is expected
to be made up of Maori
children,

“About 47 per cent of
pre-school age children in
|New Zealand attend kinder-
igariens, and on a popula-
|tion basis Wairoa must be
Miss Ingram

\said,
UNCHANGED IDEALS

The  kindergarten move-
ment is one of the oldest
establishiments in New Zea-
land where voluntary ef-
forts continue, she claimed.

“The 'movement began in
i

movement have not
changed over the years.”

The New Zealand move-

{ment maintains $14 million

worth of buildings, 87 acres
of ' children’s playgrounds
and spends $600,000 a year
to maintain them,” she said.

“Today. we stand on the
threshold of kindergarten

education in New Zealand,”|

the chairman of. the kinder-

There was a lack of com-
munication in Maori educa-
tion between pre-school and
primary school, and he
hoped the new kindergarten
would solve. this problem.
The Mayor of Wairoa, Mr
J, S. Standring, said the
project involved a great
number of people and or-
ganisations.

It was highlighted by a

garten’s est t com-
mittee and .its first elected
president. Mr Whare Cotter,
said.

Two of Wairoa’s former
Jeaders, Mr R. E. Shortt, a
former Mayor, and Mr Tom
Couper, a former Maori
welfare officer, had
launched the kindergarten
project, he said. “Their un-

timely deaths caused a lot}

of sorrow, but their work
catrried on and it is only a

pity they can not be here to
see their work as‘a reality,”,

, which
places European and
Maori co-operation in this
town and district on such
a high level,” he said.

The special guest at the
opening, Mrs Whetu“Tirika-
tene - Sullivan, the Min-
ister of Tourism and Asso-
ciate - Minister of Social
Welfare, congratulated all
on the establishment of the
kindergarten and stressed
the importance of
pre-school education.

The following set of photos was most likely taken
for publicity purposes at the opening of the
Wairoa Kindergarten in 1973. Wairoa was a town
with a significantly Maori population and this
kindergarten was opened at a time of political
encouragement for Maori children to attend
preschool. One of the photos has this date written
on it. The photos were found in a cupboard in the
old kindergarten and are now held in archive
storage at the Napier Kindergarten Association. In
2014 the Association reopened Wairoa
Kindergarten as Nga Tamariki o Nga Hau E Wha
Kindergarten with a bilingual programme.
Permission to reproduce these photos for
publication to be made to the Napier
Kindergarten Association.
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